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EXPANDINO BALL OF 
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LIGHT PHENOMENON 
by Niclutrd F. HAINES. PIJ. D. , ....... 

An Aurora ia defined as a sho�t-lived optical phenomenon or the upper 
atmoophere occurring usually at high latitudes following solar Clare activity. 
The dynamics are well known to astro-phyaicista and others. There have been �n­
usual_��p�nding balls ot light reported whict may or may not be aurorae and th{a 
report is -1 nt ended- togi vt·--A--br1-er- account- or-tliepnenomenonsotha t-·nie readers 
can report any further occurrences directly to the author !or further study. 

Table 1 presents a list ot aightinga ot this expanding ball-light (EBL) 
phenomenon for future reference. The long duration and very grePt size o.ake t hi� 

phenomenon of particular interest. �hether or not it is linked to UFO-related 
effects remains to be seen. h 

TABEL 1 
DATE TIUE LAT. LONG. DURATION WITNESSES COWLtENTS 

July 

Arril 

June 

:Jept 

Dec 

Dec 

Dec 

Dec 

July 

r.:ar 

Aug 
l\'ar 

June 

11)84 155CJZ 47. 5°N 161.C0E 10 rr.in. B71�7 pilots whi te transparent. 
light shell, no E-, 

1<;}84 ? �0 all NE tip Japan ? } airliners no radioactivity 

198� 2206L 50°N 15}0E ? 2 airliners covered 1/4 of sky 
1�l79 ? }5-37°N 68-75°E ? �Z;round 

huge EBL wi tnesses 
1'J77 0200L ? ? New Jersey intense EBL 

1977 . even 1ng ? E.coast U�A 3 loud explosions 
19?7 15J�5L ? U.E. coast flew Jersey loud explooions 
1977 100(.;L 7 Off E. coast �o.Carolina 

bround• 
1980 1825Z }6°N 6°W ? witnesses 4 mi. diam ore 

197? li855Z 2�0N 17.}0VI 7 m in Kinpurnie 
luminous Castle 

1969 2G15L 20°N 64.5°iV ? .'lest Inl11es EBL 
1969 2315Z 7 ? Carri bean 10 m in ship crew white EBL 
19G6 2142L ? ? � ebrabad airport ( Iran) 2 pi l ots EBL 

In general, the EBL phenomenon has been seen to begin as a sma ll area 
of light which grows at an approximate equal rate over periods as long as 1C mi­
nutes. Some eye witnesses have described it to the author as appearing like the 
air shock wave of an atomic test. Tho EBL is often white and, as it expands, be-
comes transparent so that stars or background detail can be seen through it. 
�hile there has been no air pressure (shock) wave associatod with it there is so­

me evidence of a temperature gradient at or near the surface of the EBL. A check 
for possible radioactivity wae made on several commercial aircraft which flew 
tnrougb tbe EBL of 9 April 1984 at an altitude of 33,000 f eet enroute to Anchora­

ge, Alaska. tlo evidence of ion izing radiation was reported. No electro-mf•gnetic 

effects have been reported by aircrew wbo have f lown near or through the EBL. 
The strange phenomenon simply dieaipatee into nothingness after a period of time, 
leaving no apparent trace. 

There has been some speculation th�t EBL represents a natural (Earth) 
phenomenon linked to volcano eruptions or aurora. Others have felt that new wea­
pons are being tested in apace and high altitude. �hatever is the answer, more 
information is needed. Anyone knowing of such reports is urged to write to the 
author with full details: Address: 325 Langton Avenue 

Loa Altos 
California 94022 
USA 

EBL 
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Brit1git1g UFOs down to Eartlt 
1\,lany reports of UFO sightings come from areas close to geological faults. Far from being 
spaceships from other worlds, could the explanation of UFOs be much nlOre earthbound? 

J>aul Devereux, Paul Mt.'Cartney and Don Robins 

I 

UFO RESEARCIIERS JennJ Randles and Peter 
Warrington recently appeale( for science to view the 
more serious aspects of ufology with greater leniency, 

arguing that a potentially new science was being negl�cted 
(New Scit'llli.'lt, vol 97, p 380). But by its very nature, scaencc 
as an institution will not view ufology with interest or even 
toleration until it �as built a platform of evidence too solid to 
be easily demolished. fortunately the study of UfOs is begin­
ning to yield such evidence, hut ufologists have been as slow 
as scientists to appreciate what is happening. 

From their recent work, Randles and Warrington have 
come to realise, as have a few others including the pres�nt 
wliters, that lJFOs arc not spaceships from other worlds but 
arc propagated hy processes ocurring on this one. This 
realisation leads mevitahly to a theory that-after hoall, 

misperception, and psycho-sociological fitctors have been 
allowed for-there is a real core of unexplained atmospheric 
phenomena which arc at the root of UfO reports, and that 
such phenomena arc produced by geological processes- that 
UFOs arc, in fact, "earth lights". 

The American collector of anomalous material, Charles 
Fort, was perhaps the first person to draw attention to the 
correlation between reports of unexplained atmospheric 
phenomena and regions prone to eilrlhquakes and tremor 
activity. But the first senous research was carried out by 
French UFO investigators in the 1960s. One of them, 
F. Lagardc, found a distinct link between reported UfO si�ht­
ings recorded in the 1954 French UfO "wave" and geologacal 
faults. LagaHlc stated that "UFOs occur by preference on 
geological faults" and suggested piez.oclec!ricitY. among other 
mechanisms as a pos'sible factor in their manifestation. 

During a wide-rangi ng study of Leicestershire between 
llJ72 and 1976, Andrcw York and Paul Devereull were able 
to conlirm a similar apparent connection to that noted in 
Fiance: UFO events reported fiver 25 years had their hi�hest 
incidence over local faulting in the county. Population <.hstri­
hution confused hut did not destroy the connection. York 
and Dcvereux ·also noted that abnormal meteorolo�ical 
events, collected liom more than three centua ies of archaves, 
displayed similar distribution patterns to UFOs within the 
county. Geology and certain types of atmospheric phenom­
ena seemed somehow interlinked. 

In 1977 M. Pcrsinger and 0. Lafreniere wrote the first book 

I 
Earthquake light prod11ced during the 1965-67 Matsushiro 
ea':'hquau swarm, Japan 

on this geological theory (Space-Time Transients, Nelson­
llall) in which they opted strongly for a piez.oelectrical expla­
nation (see Randles and Warrington already cited). ln·l98l, 
at the request of Persinger, Or Brian Brady of the US Bureau 
of Mines carried out an experiment in Denver in which a 
�ranite core was crushed in darkened conditions and filmed 
an slow motion. Aflerwards, the experimenters observed 
lights on the film, flitting out fq>m the decaying core and 
movin� around the rock-crusher's chamber. lt was suggested 
that tlus was reproducing on small scale the sort of effects that 
could occur in the landscape. Devereux, McCartney, Merron et a/ have now successfully repeated this experiment in 
Britain. The lights are easily visible to naked eye observation 
in darkened conditions and on one occasion a large light was 
clearly seen in full daylight . The present writers, however, are 
extremely doubtful as to whether these light effects are produced as a result of specifically piez.oclcctrical processes 
and we shall be proposing an alternative mechanism. 

' 

The Warminster sightings 
Research continues on the earth lights theory both in North 

America and in Britain. Britain, possessing rocks from 
throughout geological time, and with good UfO report 
collection systems, is an ideal location in which to test the 
theory. An obvious first trial is to see whether or not the 
famous UfO centre of Warminster, Wiltshire, can offer 
anything of interest. From the mid-1960s the Warminster 
area generated an enormous number of lJfU reports. Media 
interest ensured that the whole Warminster phenomenon 
became som�thing of a ... hype", creating a mass of reports 
ah.nost <:e�tamly resultmg . from over-ea�cr UFO-spotters 
nusperceavmg mundane aenal features or samply fantasising. �cverthcless, behind all this spurious smoke somcthin� odd 
dad occur around the small market town. On the face of 1t the 
geology of the area is not promising from an earth lights p� )int 
of view: it is essentially tectonically passive chalk country. 
llowever, study reveals that two isolated faults do run 
through the town and its environs, including Clcy l lill, 
location of several reported UfO sightings (figure I). But the 
evidence for a link between anomalous aerial lights and 
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1"hese jaultlines (above leJi) are at the cemre of many UFO events reported aro u11d 
Warminster in the mid 1960J. The correlation betwem surfacefaultillg am/ UFO 
siglllinss near Dyfi•d in 1977 (left). One of the many piclltrcs taken u!rmnplai11ed 
lights (abow•) seerr at llessdalen, southea.H of Trondheim, Norway. these lights 
have been appearing at intervals since 1981 

geology is much stronger than tl;i�. In Earth Liglrts (Turn­
stone Press, 1982) one of us, Paul Devereux, put forward a 
number of regional studies, and we here review two which 
have recently been updated with additional informa.tion and 
which represent the best UFO-geology correlations yet 
published. 

By the time a UFO has been formed and is flying high and 
wide, it is usually too late to make any exact geological 
correlations. urologists therefore have to collect more 
detailed accounts of surface or low-level phenomena, which 
means looking at "window areas" -localised regions where 
the incidence of reported UFO activity is higher than in 
general, or where an outbreak of UFO activity is reported 
over a limited period of time. The first area we look at here 

is that around St Brides Bay, Dyfed, Wales, where, in 
1977 ,many people from all walks of lite reported seeing 
strange aerial phenomena, including ··uro landings". This 
p�ut of Dyfed IS geologically famous- different rock types of 
diflerent ages cluster there because the landscape has experi- · 
enced significant faulting and folding dunng both the 
Caledonian and Armorican mountain-building perious. As 
usual, the situation became overblown as the media picked 
up interest, and pulp-paperback writers made inane 
suggestions about .. UFO bases" and the like. But some sort of 
odd aerial phenomena did certainly occur in the region over 
the period, and the scientist has to look beyond the razzma­
tazz .. Figure 2 demonstrat�s that lhis is ':Vorth doing. A new, 
detaalcd study by McCartney, relatang reported UFO . , . .• . ·� . i .. . . · q :-· : ,•; .- : • ,�ir · '·" ···;·f· t•.:·· . • . WE �AN visuali�e m�ny. inorg�ni�

'
: ·�·.t·, Light from lattice defe�tS �r, ;: :r below the th�shold energy needed for their 

sohds as 3-damensiOnal lattices � : f . , v 1 +!;.-··· .. ··' ,, ... ! : ,.,.,;.:. ·::··: ; .. :u.� · - ! � J�release, and freshly generc1ted electrons which it! variably.· contain �tru.�tural orJ:.' : , :! ·' ·:. !·':' · :.: :'' : · 1: · '- '· .:. ' • \ ,:� 'kl J• • · :.·�· �;�•lrepla� t�e� as !he. equilib�um �s ups.et. 
cornposataonal .defec .ts. In the former, the � �1 ' ·. ; · · � {de !'il ;;�1 Eveff'.'Jlltner al. 'I:Wtth 

.
�f�ts m. thas lattice 

grossstructureas m�mta!nedatthe expense ;f •l · !J:': !.·� l .1 condudlonbond · · ·;, ��� can ;;· ther�f,o� .') be ,,. ··� ��r�;; of:. self-· of short-range lattice daslt?Cations (colour���? J · :.· .• ·.�, �,; : , repJe�ishlna tlec\fons:·��"'r�'·:·! · · · .:·:·:· ·, 

centres in alk�li metal ha.hdesl whereas �n ;.� • ?.- �\' Electr�n.�pi� · Reson�nce (ESR) spec-. 
t!1e .l.atte�," str:tct proportao�a.hty�/o�s ,B.}' .i l · . troscdp�: .. ��e (>f. the. · mosruseful tech-
hmttang ·or tdeal · composataon ;-(stoac�a·.� . T .. · niqu�.�lf:9 : ·��tte�na �theSe '1'electrons.'· · mometry). Many mineral oxide$ and �all• -+-Electron AlthOUJP• � o l maJority� of 1 free. electron 
cates fit within· this· variable !composition . ; N: --traps 'ptcj«;S ar' �erY reactive ·and unstable and 
�enari<?...:.mo�t ��ta�!-)lar_lt, ���:�ri�;)Pfi�� light -- , . mu•t � o�tve4 u�deHpeclal conditions, 
aron Ollld!!S. r �'- �· ' �r}(J� .: :(� �··r!.�·�� lt-:f.'�l-;� il ·l �f� � e"ffiii.Tgn � the'd_�pl)'���rtP�4 ,mineral· electrons .are 

If a lath cc: contah\lng defects 1$ rradaated :. nu . stable : oyer 'periOds of geologic time: 1 his 
then,·. among \ oth�r \ t�ings,��- detac�ed ·lN ·�- t�h�qu� tW teceotly $ho�n that d�ep sea 
elect�ons are pr?duced .. Smce they. are 10 ;�t !. ·. cherl fl.or� rermian I age: h�: nearly ItS full 
reacttve, these free electrons have·a ahortl i� , ,, . . comp ement fof-;. irapped electrons .1 ESR lifetime unless ·they become trapped in a ;\ , · ' ihtdlc& .bay�dtlsd demonstrated that gentle 
potential energy .. well't.' .. at a .. ] de(�t/•"Thc ��� Luminescence friction .li sufficlen

. 

t to affect tl.•e ele�tron 
depth . or the trap I defines ; the . energy. l( centres . I?OPUlahons •); destroying . equilibrium by 
required to release tbe electron and is often r : ; � dralnina ,off ·saturation populations; other 
simply. measured·· in: terms · of. thermal \ � ._ 4, electrona· then' tepopulated the vacancies .. 
draining-the temJ?Crature �u��� J� rrec ... � I. I�'. ·' '! t ;,· ; ,i\ : ·� -l�l Tbia ph�q9menon,,anay be. ce�tral to th.c 
the electron from ats trap., 1:� • •  : • ·.J. : ,.:: t :; .. ;·; . ; valence bond .. ;'. ::'1! 1 •1 �l:i electrontci:events ·. underlyang · tribolunu-

N�tural radioactivity .and cosmic ra�s �· t .' 1 , ,.,1. · .;r , ' �:)' nescchce::A simple �xa.mple of such. elec-
conUnually knock electrons· out of therr ,; .. ·. • J li,, tron geperatlon ls the fnctlopal charg1ng of 
atomic orbits Into these traps which fill up , ·: � 1;:,amber: ESR '·ob5etvation' &haws that the 
over long periods of time. Eventually a · . .,. __ charged amber exhibits a free electron line. state or dynamic �uilibriu� is reached: · 1.• •. · ·: r . · r .• !' • · �,· J:fy · The� electr�ms �anlfest them�lv�s as the 
some elctrons contmually dram away, even . · ·�:_.,/low thermolummescence �prkt) . .'� ;i:� .. fa�il�ar �sta�1� �����u�e·�'i\i_(:; ',•' '- �· . . · . 0 
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The Egryn Lights, December 1904-1\tlarch 1905 
----------------------

Anomalous lights reported wilh sufficient geographical detail between llarlech and Barmouth 

ng together with a loud clap� �t Pensarn :: . 150-250 m from nearest fault 
500-600 m from Mochras fault 

�- _1_ __ j �m 

/./an/i1ir ( 'hlljl('/, .m•11e of 
1111111)' WI<'XJ'fllillcJ fights 
events to faulting for that area of Dyfed for which detailed 
geology is available, shows convincmgly that the reported 
uros did tend towards local surf&lce faulting. figure 2 shows 
that 34 ·6 per cent of reported UFOs in the region in 1977 
occurred within 50 m of a fault, or, if one prefers a more 
generalised limit, 84·4 per cent within 550 m. 

The second example involves a wave of sightings further 
north, along the Welsh coast between Darmouth and llarlech. 
Rocks in this area are heavily scarred with severe faulting, 

most of which occurred during the Caledonian mountain­
building period, some 400 million years ago. Recent research 
has produced evidence that secondary faulting most likely 
took place in the region of the nearby Bala fault during the 
Alpine mountain-building period of the Tertiary period, 
merely some 10-20 million years ago. The area has yet to 
reach an equilibrium state: earthquake activity there in 1903 
is proof of this. The narmouth outbreak of sightings took 
place in 1904-1905 and was rescued from obscurity by the 
excellent archival research of Kevin and Sue McClure (Stars 
a ne/ Uumours of.S'tar!i, private, 1980). This puts it out of the 
reach of extra-terrestrial associations in the contemporary 
media while also precluding sceptical explanations involving 
aircraft lights and satellites. At the time, the. lights were 
considered to he divine manifestations accompanying the 
Welsh Revival and the local ministry of Mary Jones. (Earth 
lir,hts have never been witnessed without being interpreted in 
the light of whatever the prevailing cultural prejudice 
happens to he.) 1t is true that many sightings were reported 
around the chapels of Egryn and Llanfair, but there is one 
vital piece of information that has hitherto been missing from 
the .. Egryn Lights" saga, as it is known in the UFO literature: 
a major, deep-rooted fault (with some 610m downthrow) 
vi1 tually links llarlcch and Darmouth, with the reported 
sightings strung out along it like beads on a thread. This is the 
Mochras Fault and is by far the most significant local geolog­
ical feature. The table and Figure 3 show just how remark­
able this correlation is . All the reliably positioned events 
occurred between 0 and 500 metres of a fault, usually the 
Mochras Fault. Even the less certainly located events, where 
valid, probably occurred within such a margin, though we 
cannot be condusive about these. Egryn chapel is less than 
I OOm from the Mochras Fault, while Llanfair chapel sits on 
it. A wide range of people, from local farmers and chapel­
��oers to visiting journalists from- London witnessed these 

400-500 m from Muduas Fault 
0-t50 m 

0.: 

lights at close quarters; many were multiple-witness events, 
and all t!1e. �nes described in the first part of the table 
appeared mataally close to the ground or were seen actually to 
emerge from the ground. Ground-emerging lights were also 
reported 65 km inland around Llangollen in April 1905, after 
the wave around Barmouth seems to have subsided. Three 
local vicars positioned themselves on the aqueduct over the 
Dee between Llangollen and Cefn Mawr one night to sec if 
they could witness what was giving rise to such e.�tcitcmcnt 
amongst their parishioners. They did, in fact, see some lights. 
They came out of the ground and .. b�ust luridly" or Oew olf. 
f�m'!' the vicars' descriptions �e know. the lights emerged 
wathan 0-400 m from local faultmg. Dunng the period of the 
Egryn Lights witnesses reported other events at Bryncrug and 
'l:owyn, some miles to the south. Both these places are 
vutually on the Bala fault. One hundred and twenty kilome­
tres to the southeast more lights were reported around Ponty­
pridd: we have only just begun to study these, but initial data 
strongly suggest close correlations with faulting there too. 

The very first "flying saucers"(but not the first Uf-Os!) were 
probably earth lights. In 1947, while Oying over the Cascade 
Mountains in Washington State, lJS, searching for a crashed 
aircrafl, Kenneth Arnold saw nine lights which skimmed and 
undulated through the air "like saucers"- the phrase that l>rovided the popular term for the phenomenon. They we1e 
lying from the direction of Mount Dakcr south towards 
Mount Ranier. We now know what a tectonically volatile 
area this Cascade range is, afier the earthquakes and erup­
tions at Mo.unt St llelens. qeologists believe that the Cascade 
peaks are hnked by fault hnes. If so, Arnuld's saucers were 
almost certainly flying along one, .. hugging the contours" as 
he put it. The Cascade range, of course, occurs at the boun­
dary of the North American and Pacific tectonic plates- an 
appropriate scene for the first flying saucers. 

At one point the lights resembled "tadpoles" in shal'le, 
Arnold stated, which draws to mind the description of lig 1ts 
seen just before the 1957 Leicestershire earthquake (many 
people saw lines of"tadpole-shaped" lights in the skr>· These 
sort of aerial effects are known as "earthquake lights' and can 
take many forms, from balls of light to streamer or auroric 
displays. They appear in association with some earthquakes 
but not with all. Although widely accepted scientifically, their 
natu�e is not understood. The US geologist John S. Derr has 
provtdcd a useful summary of •he photographs, information 
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Ugl.� which appeared a fraction of a second before a granite c:ore ll'as crushed in o11e of a series of experiments carried out by . Devereux. McCartney, Merron et al in London, 1983 
and theories relating to earthquake lights (Bull. Seismological 
,\'oc. o/America, vol 63, No 6, 1973). lie points out that such 
lights .have been reported up to 80 km from an epicentre and 
have been seen over water. Explan&\tions range from piezo­
elcctrical ellccts to violent oscillation of low-level air. (More 
recently, other US geologists have suggested friction-based 
instead of piezoelectrical mechanisms.) Earthquake lights 
and UFOs may have a lot in common, and an explanation of 
the one type of phenomenon is bound to affect the under­
standing of the other. If future UFO research continues to 
provide such strong correlations as in the Dyfed and Egryn 
examples, then UFOs will have been shown to relate to geol­
ogy just as surely as have earthquake lights. Neither scientists 
nor ufologists can credibly ignore this development and its 
implications. 

Light from the rocks 
But what can the connection between geolo�y and UfOs 

be? A nd why do earthquake lights seem to require the stimu­
lus of an earliKJuake while UFOs do not (though UFOs may 
very well be s1mply an unreco�nised form of such lights 
requiring subtler geological instigation)? Any discussion of 
fault shearin� or compression as the source of energy genera­
tion usually anvokes the transduction of this stress mto elec­
tricity. The most obvious candidate for this conversion is the 
well- known piezoelectric effect, and is a well-worn expla­
nation used for both earthquake li�hts and UFOs. llowever, 
the generation of visible li�ht reqmres more than this simple 
transduction� piezoelectricity is thus an unlikely mechanism 
fi.1r earth light propagation. The present writers suggest the 
phenomenon of triboluminescence (TLS) as a more likely 
candidate for the generation of UFO phenomena than piezo­
electrid ty . TLS is the emission of visible radiation due to 
frictional forces; it is jn effect a cold light emission- a visible radiation that is due primarily to some cause other than 
temperature. TLS produces light by causin� electrons to 
"jump" from higher to lower energy levels by fractional forces. 
1t is probably this mechanism which Drady's core-crushing 
experiment demonstrated, and which Devereux and McCart­
ney observed in recent research on rocks. And New 
Scien tis t 's own Ariadne has given numerous other examples 
in recent months (vol 98, p 56)! 

Our own experiments have shown that high pressures are �uite unnecessary for the generation of a relatavely intense 
hght. Devereux and McCat1ney have also noted that friction­
produced light in samples of rock-crystal and granite is 
undiminished under water and enhanced in an atmosphere 
enriched with negative i9ns- to such a degree, in fact, that the 

1'ribol u minescence in rock cryJtal : li�hts appearing 011 the surj(Ke qf a .rock fractions of a second after 11 ha.s been subje cted to fricti on 
�1eres� to'!ching of a cryst�l will produce a subtle glow. These 

1lllvestlgattons are contmumg. 
.Why do such efiects occur? One �tarting point is that most 

mmerals are themselves reservmrs of free electrons, a 
factor upon which two related dating techniques- . 
thermoluminescence and electron spin resonance (ESR) 
spectroscopy- depend. Where do the electrons come from 
and how do they remain in the rock? If a mineralogically 
simple rock such as chert or limestone is selected (both of 
which are essentially monominerallic) ESR will show a spec­
trum of ener�ies characteristic of electrons trapped at sites 
within the mmeral lattice. 

Over a geolo_aical period of time the electrons, which ure 
knocked out of their atomic orbits by natural radiation, will 
completely fill the available "traps'�in the mineral's lattice. A 
variety of draining mechanisms can discharge this electron 
population, and one of the ways electrons may manifest 
themselves on draining is as visible light. lt is the contention 
of the present writers that triboluminescence may well under-
lie any fruitful discussion of UFOs and earth lights. I 

This description of triboluminescence implies sporadic and 
diffuse events which seem unlikely to account for detached 
and concentrated luminescent phenomena. After all only 
something like I 020 electron traps exist per gram of substance. 
llowever, it may be that shearing and compression triggers a 
"cooperative" or "cascade" release phenomenon. Enough 
energy probably exists in the rocks themselves to favour 
such a process. Cooperative or cascade events are well 
documented in conventional areas of luminescent chemistry 
and could account energetically for a wide range of 
luminescent phenomena. 

This earth ligh�s .thesis currently exists bet wee!' scienc.e and 
ufology: a� such at IS w�l! placed to perform a br!dge-butlding 
role and IS now acq_umng substance at a rapad pace. The challenge to science tn this area is not to allow prejudice to 
prevent it from fulfilling its main function- to observe and 
understand nature. The challenge to ufology is to take much 
greater notice than hitherto of an approach to UfOs that 
holds far more promise than dimensional shifts or little green 
men. 0 

Paul Devereux has researched and written on UFOs and related 
phenomena for 16 �ears. Paul McCartney Is a geochemist who has 
been making a spectal study of UFO a and geology. Don Robin a is at the Institute of Archaeology, University of London. and has a special 
research Interest in the applications of ESA spectroscopy. 

Scientists Interested in helping the research outlined In this article 
a�e Invited to contact the authora at TLH, PO Box 13, Welshpool, 
Powya. 
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UFOs in 
time and space 

A s t u d y o f  
U F O s  a n d e a r t h q u a k e & 
t h S w e d e n  
b y  

1 1  

Da n Ha t t s s o n  , . .  .; ... 

I � 

Th l a  t &  .s n  a b r t d , e d  v e r s i o n o f  a n  a r t i c l e ,  h 
" II F O  1 t l d o c h  r u m " , o r t a t na l l y  pu b l t e h e d  i n  

� �2 : � v ! ! � l !  � � ! � ! ! ! ! • n r  2 , 1 9 84 . 
1 h .s v e  s t u d i e d  1 � 1 r e & i 6 t e r e d  Swed i s h e a r t h qu a k e s  
a 1 1  c l  1o 9 4 p u b I I 11 h e  d l l  f' 0 o b a e r v a t  I o n  a , a 1 1  fa o • t he 
y c a � s  1 � 6 1 - 1 9 7 8 .  T h e  U F O s i a h t i n a a a r e  f r o m t h e 
S w e cl l ti ll C a t a l o g u e  ( Sw e C a t ) c o 11 p i l e d by A n d u s L t l ­
) e , r e n ( I )  a n d e a r t h q u a k e  r e po r t a a r �  f r o• t he 11 c l � mo l o a l c a l  6 t a t l u t i c a  p u b l l a h e d  by t h e U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  U � p o a l a  ( 2 ) .  

D r . H t c h a c l Pe r s l n a e r  ( l ) h is d e v e l o p e d  a t h e o r y 
t h a t  a n om a l o u s  l um l n o s i t l e a  ( U P O a ) c o u l d  o r i g i n a ­
t e  f r o m t e c t o n i c  s t r e s s .  Ac c o r d l n a t o  P e r s l n g e r a n  
I n c r e a s e  I n  t h e u u m L e r o f  U FO r e p o r t s  c o u l d , 1 n  
c c 1 t a l n  a r e a s ,  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  S nc r e a & e S n  e a r t h ­
q u a k e s . T h e  p e l· l o d b e t w e e n  t h e s e  e v e n t s c o u l d  b e  • •  
I o n a  • •  t w o y e a r s  I f  l a r a e r  e a r t h q u a k e s a r e i n v o l ­v e d  L u t t s  n o r m a l l y  • b o u t  s i x  11o n t h s  o r  l e s s . T h e  
a e l : m l c  a r e •� i n v o l v e d  c o u l d  be s e v e r a l h u n d r e d  
ll l l n m e t r e a v t d e . 

0 1  11 r e d t  i n l. e r c s t  l a  t h e u n e v e n  d i s t r i b u t i o n o f  u r o  s l g h t l n a s  t n  t i m e  a n d  a pa c e . A p e r i o d w i t h  a n  
i u c r e a 11 e  o f  a i g h t i n g a  1 n  a a e o a r a p h l c a l l y  l 1 • 1 t e d 
a r e a 1 v i l l  c a l l f l a P. ·  � u r l d w l d e  f l a p s I w i l l  c a l l  
u �·o w a v e s  a nd ; u e a a - w h l c h  d i s p l a y  a c o n s t a n t l y 
h i g h e r . ri u m b e r o f  o b ti e r v a t l o n a  t h a n  e x pe c t e d 1 w i l l  
c a l l � �� �� ! � � � � � · 

T h e r e  h c� v e  b e e n  s u g �& e s t l o n s  ( J . B . De l a l r e ,  4 )  t h a t  
w e  h a v e I I F O  w a v e s  a h o u t  o nc e i n  t e n  y e a r s  a n d  t h a t  
t h i s r. h o u l d  c o l u c l d e  w l l h  h i a h e r  n u 11 b e r s  o f  s u n s p o t s .  
t l 8 .  1 s h o w 11  t h e t� u n ti po t  c y c l e ( c u r v e ) a nd U F O wa v e a l rl a i �' l t e l d ; ) .  T � e  w a v e  o f  1 9 4 7  b e a a n  t n  Swe d e n  
t h e p r e v l o u a  y e a r  ( & h o e t  r o c k e t a ) . T h e  w a v e  o f  l V � l  

w • s n u t  n o t i c e d  au c h  o f  t n  Swe d e n .  T h �  w a v e  o f  1 9 1 1  
b� g .1 n  l n  Swe d e n  t o  t h e a u t u • n  o f  1 9 7 6 , 

C o u l d  t he r e be a r e l a t 1 o n a h 1 p  be t we e n  e a r t h  q u a k e a  
a mi t h e a u n s p o t  c y c l e 7  I c o 11 p a r e d  t h l a I n  ! ! I : _ � .  
T h e  s p o t t e d l t n e s h o w s  f r e q u e n c y  o f  a u n a po t a w h i l e  
t l• e  h e a v y  d r a w n  l i n e • e a a u r e a  e a r t h q u a k e s  i n  S w e d e n . 
T h e  r e 11 e m b l a n c e be t w e e n  t h e t wo c u r v e s  l a  r e a l l y  
a t  r l l d  n a  I 
At f i r s t  l t  a e e m s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d w h a t s u n  
s p o t  a c t i v i t y  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  e a r t h q u a k e s  b u t  t h e 
p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n c o u l d  be d u e  t o  t � e f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r o t a t i o n a l a p e e d  o f  t h e e a r t h  l a  a f f e c t e d , o r  
t h a t  s u n  e p o t a a f f e c t  t he ao v e ae n t s o f  a r e a t  a l r ­
m a a s e t� wh i c h  c o u l d h a v e s o • e  " t r 1 a a e r  e f f e c t "  o n  
e a r t h q 11 a k e a . 

�c w i l l  n o w  t a k e a l o o k  a t  t h e a e o a r a p h l c a l  d l a t r l ­
b u t l n u u f  4 � 4 IJ F O  o b s e r v a t i o n • f r o •  1 9 6 1 - 1 9 7 8 ,  f l l · 
3 .  T h e  d t t� t r t bu t l u n ! a  p a r t l y  e x p h i n e d by p o p u l i - ­
t i u n d e n s i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  e x c e p t i on s ,  t ho u a h .  T h e  l a r ­g e r  � l t l e s  S t o c k h o l • ,  G o t h e n bu r a ,  H a l 110 ,  U pp sa l a a n d  N u r d tl p l u a h a v � , I n  a e n e r a l , f e we r o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a n  
e ll pt: c t e d .  'l' h l a  c o u l d  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  p o o r e r  o b a e r v a ­
t l u n  c o n d i t i o n s , l i g h t e r  n t a h t  a k i e a . 

T h e  wl 10 l e  n o r t h e r n  t• a r t o f  Swe d e n  h a s  t w i c e  • •  11e n y  
a l g � t l n a a  a s  e x c p e c t e d , e x c e p t  f o r  t h e w e s t e r n  • o u n ­
t .t l n u u u  p a r t  w i t h  l <. w p o p u l a t i o n  d e n a t l y ,  

l . u c � l  • r e a •  w i t h  h i g h n u • b e r a  o f  a i a h t t n a a  a r e r 1 1  r e t e r  y o u  t o  u u m b e a a on f t a .  l )  

------ -------------- ------- ----

bo ( - 0 003 
� ! - � ! ! � !!��  � �� � n u ! J � � ! ! � ! ! � ! · 1 , 6 t l •e e  t he e x ­
p e c t e d  nu•be r o t  o b s e r v a t i o n s . T h i s  a r e a h a s h • d  a n  
a v e r a s e  o f  o n e  a t g h t l n s p e r  y e • r d u a t n a t h e 7 0 a . 
Tl•e a e  w e r tt  nu t� a r t h q u ii k c a  I n  t h e v i c i n i t y  u n t t l  
S e p t . 6 ,  1 � 7 7 ,  w h e n  a 11 t r o n a  q u a k e  o c c u r e d . ( l , O  
o n  t h e R i c h t e r  s c a l e  w h t c h  i a  11 o r e  t h a n  u a u a l f o r  
Swe d e n ) . T h e  v e r y  s a m e  n i g h t  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l o b ­
s e r v a t i o n s  o f  U FOs . On e  w o m a n ,  l l v t n a 2 0  k •  f r o •  
t h e e p i c e n t r e ,  e v e n  t h o u a h t  a h e  a a w  w h l t e - d r e a s e d  
b e t n a e  o n  t h e f l y i n � o b j e c t  s h e  o L a e r v e d . A f t e r  
t h e q u a k e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f e w  a l a h t t n i � - l i �a 
t h l .&  d i s t r i c t . 

� = - � � � � � ! �1 ! � �  ��! � � ! ! �� - � ! ! � ! ! � ! · 4 t l ae a t h e e x ­
p e c t e d n u m b e r o f  o b s . T h t a  d l a t r l c t  h a a  h • d , e l n c e  1 9 7 6 ,  a n  a c t i v e U f O - S w c d e n  a r o u p , b u t  d e u � l t e  t h i s  
t h e a r e a h a a  h a d  a � u n s t a n t l y  h l & h  r a t e  u f  a l a h t t n a a  
f o r  t h e l a & t  2 0  y e a r s .  A l m o s t  a l l  U FO s l g h t l n g s  a r e  
m a d e  i n  a r e a a w i t h  s t r u n a  aa g n e t l c  f i e l d s ,  c l o s e  t o  
t h e l a r a e  B r A v i k e n  f a u l t  l i n e . � u u  w i l l  f l u d a c l o s e  
s t u d y o f  t h i s a r e a  t n  A F U N e w a l e t t e r  v o l .  2 � .  N o  
e a r t h q u a k e s  r c & l ti t e r e ...t i n  t h i s  a r e a , e x c e p t f o r o u e  
i n  1 9 7 0 , 4 0  k a  a p a r t . 

1 .  K o p i n a 1  . � ! !'ol ! ���  ��!11 !��-! !�! L � l ! � q � t . 8 t l ­
�i � - i h � - e x pe c t e d n u a b � r . T h t e l a  p a r t l y  e x p l a i n e d  
b y  t h e �: x l a t t: n c e  o f  a n  a <. t l v e U F O - Sw e d e n  a r o u p , b u t  
� u t  t o t a l l y .  T h e  g r o u p  l a  s t i l l  a c t i v e b u t  t h e o L s � r ­
v a t l o n s  h a v e  n e a t l y  c e a s e d  a f t e r  1 9 7 8 . N o  e a r t hq u a ­
k e s  r e a i a t r e r �: d , e x r e p t  f o r  o n e  4 0  k •  a � a r t I n  1 9 7 1 .  

4 .  Va l l e n t u na . 4 t i m � s  t h e e x p e c t e d r a t a  o f  s l a h t ­
i �1 ; : - �� i i i j- a l l  o f  t h � V a l l e n t u n a  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
( t h e y  a r e  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d ,  ao s t l y  u n p u b l i e h e d ) 
a r e  f r o •  t h e f l a p l n  1 9 7 1 - 7 4 . T h J e l a  t h e mo s t  I n t e n ­
s e  f l a p  y e t  l n  S w e d e n a n d s o ae o f  t h e o b ti e r v a t l u n s  
a r e  v e r y  l n t e r e � t l n a .  1 w i l l l i s t  s o ae o f  t h e a h e r e : 
Oc t o � e r 1 9 1 1 :  T h r e �  p i l l a r s  of l i g h t a e a r c h l n a f r o a  
t he c l o u d s  t o � a r d s  t h e a r o u n d  a n d ,  t h e n , f r o m  t h e 
a r o u nd t � w � � � � - ! � ! � ! � � � ! · T h e  l i a h t  be a m � - � i r � - ­
p i � i i i e l i o  e a c h o r h e r  t n  a 1 0 °  a n g l e . A a  t h e y  w e n t  
o u t  t h e r e  v� r e  f l a a h e a  o n  t h e 1 r o u n d . 

F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 4 : F o u r y e l l o w - w h i t e  b e a • •  ae e t  h o r l ­a o n t a l l y i n  a n  o pe n  f i e l d . T h e y  d e s c e nd a n d  a o  o u t . 
� h l t e ,  a h l n t n a U F O  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o u r s  a a o u n d 

\ 
C u r v e  a h o w a  f r e q u e n c y o f  s u n  a po t a  1 9 1 0 - 1 9 8 0 , Da r k 'C(,-1\,I.n a  i n d i c a t e  U FO w a v e  a .  

,.,,_ J. 
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Swe d i s h  e a r t h qu a k e s  1 9 3 0 - 1 9 6 2  ( h e a v y  d r a w n l i ne ) a nd 
t h e a u n  s p o t  c y c l e  d u r i n a t h e • • •e y e a r a  ( d o t t e d l i n e ) .  



t h e e d 11 e a  • o v i n a a c r o s a  a f i e l d .  l l a h t - be a aa f r o a  
t h e o b j e c t a s a l n h t  t h e a r ou nd o n  d i f f e r e n t oc c a ­
ll l o n a . Ob j � c t l e a v e s  b u t  r e t u r n a a f t e r  f i v e  a l n u ­
t e a .  T h e n  t h u e  u e  �!.! �!....!�-� J !.���_!_��! ! �! 
� !• � '! � J !  � !  . 
H .u c h  2 4 , 1 9 7 4 :  1 0 - 1 0  ae t e r a  v i d e  U PO o f  a ye l l ow ­
w h i t e c o l o u r  d e a c e nd s  t o  a n  a l t i t u d e  o f  4 - �  a e t e r a .  
Sud d e u l y  t h e r e  c ome s ,  w t t h  f i v e a e c o n d  1 n t e r v a l a ,  a 
be a m  f r ��- ! � ! . 1 ! �� �� - ! 1 � ! � !!-� �J ! £ ! • T h t a l a  
r e � ea t e d t h r e e  t l me a  • .  

, . .  .; .. 
H a y  2 6 , 1 9 7 4 : An t n t e n a e  r e d  1 1 a h t  t n  t h e wood a . Th� 
o b s e r v e r s  r u n  t ow a r d s  t he l l a h t . Wh e n  t he y  a r r l v e • :  
a bou t 1 0  m e t e r a  f r om t t , i t  a o e a  o u t . 

S e p t  2 7  1 9 7 4 : B e a � •  o f  1 1 J h t  c oa l nJ f r o� t h � E ���� · Ou e  me t .: r - w i d e a n a- H u t e r l ii l r �----
J n  t h i s  r e a t o n ,  n o r t h  o f  St o c k ho l a  ( c ou n t y o f  U p p ­
l a nd ) ,  · t h e r e  h a s n e v e r  b e e n  a n y  e a r t h q u a k e . T h a t  ' a  
w h y  i t  c a me a s  a a r e a t  a u r p r l a a t h a t  t h i a a r e a , o n  , 
Dt: c .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  e x pe r i e n c e d  o n e  o f  t he m o a t  powe r f u l  
q u a k e s  e v e r  t o  oc c u r  i n  Swe d e n . T h i s  l nd J c a t e a  t h a � 
t h e r e  c a n  be v e r y  powe r f u l  a t r e a a e a bu l l t  u p  t n  l a 
a t e a �  wh e r e  t h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  be e n  a n y  e a r t h q u a k e  r e ­
g 1 � t e r e d . T h .:  q u a k e  h a d  i t a  e p i c e n t r e  ) �  k a  f r o• 
Va l l e n t u n a . 

l a  t h t a  t he e x p l a n a t i o n w h y  v t ndov a r e a s  l i k e  N y k o ­
p t n g  a n d V a l l e n t u n a  a r e  o u t  o f  t he e a r t hq u a k e  be l t 7  
( f i g .  4 )  ( a  t h e b e d r o c k a nd t he f a u l t •  ao r e  s t a b l e  
he r e  a nd t h e t e c t o n i c  a t r e a a  h 1 a h e r 7  

5 .  C ou n t r _ � ! -�! ! ! ! � ! · Two t l ae a  t he e x p e c t e d n ua b e r 
o l  o b s e r v a t i o n s . T h e  a l a h t l n'a • f o l l ow ,  e xa c t l y ,  t he 
11 l n l n s d i s t r i c t  o f  Oa l a r n a w l t h  a we a l t h  o f  d i f f e ­
r e n t  11 i n e r a l a ,  b u t  t h i s  l a  a l s o a ao r e  popu l a t e d 
a 1 e a . T h e r e  a r e  a l u o e a r t hq u a k e •  i n  Oa l a r n a .  ( Th e  
m o s t  r e c e n t  f l a p  o f  a J a h t l na a  t n  Da l a r n a o c c u r e d  
I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 � .  E d i t o r ) .  

'- · S u nd a v a l l  a nJ ll l r n o a a � .! !. !..! · 2 , S  t l ae a  t he e lC ­
pe c.r e r n iii ber - o f  · a i i il t t na a .  Th t a  aa k e a  q u i t e  a l o t  
o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  Le c u a a e  S u n d a v a l l  h a a  a l a r a e  p o p u ­
l a t i o n .  I t  a l a o h a a a n  a c t l ve U P O - Sw e d e n  a r o u p , b u t  
t h e r e  1 1 e  r e a u o n a  t �  be l i e v e  t h a t  U PO & r ou p &  I OMe -
1 l m � a  a r e  � r o d u c t u  o f  a n  I n c r e a s e d  r a t e  o f  U fOs .  
B e c a u & e  o (  t h e U t O  a r o u p ,  t he r e po r t •  f r o11 t h e 
S u n d � v a 1 l  a r e a  h a v e  a h t a h e r  q u a l i t y ,  l e a a  n u m b e r 
of m l a i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a . S u n d a v a l l  t a ,  a l a o ,  a n  
e a r t h q u a k e  c e n t r e  a nd t he r e  a r e  r e aa l n e o f  a n  o l d  
v o l c a no h e r e .  l h l s aa k e a  S u n d a v a l l  v e r y  i n t e r e a t l n& 
a nd we w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h l a  a t e a  l a t e r  o n .  

1 .  � l r u n a  a nd C a l l l v a r a . Pou r t l ae a  t h e e x p e c t e d  
r a t e - o f -a t a h t t n g s � - K i r u n a - C a l l l v a r e  l a  t he aa l n  • 1 -
n l n s d l a t r J c t  o f  Swe d e n .  I t  l a  a l a o  a n  a r e a  w i t h  
aa n y  e a r t hq u a k e s .  

l h e  g e o a r a p h t c a l d l a t r t bu t l on o f  l � l e a r t hq u a k e •  
t s  s h o w n  l n  f l a u r e a  4 a nd � .  T h e r e  l a  a b e l t  o f  
q u a k e  a c t i v i t y l i o a t h e - nor t h e a s t  t o  t he a ou t hwe a t , 
a c r o u a  Swe d e n .  Swe d e n  t a  p u t  u nd e r  p r e a a u r a  a t  a 
r l a h t  a n a l e  t o  t h t a  be l t  • •  i nd i c a t e d by t h e l i ne a  
t n  f l s .  L 

�e r s l n a e r , i n  h l a  a t u d y ,  a o t  t he a t r o � a e a t  c o r r e l a ­
t i on  b e t we e n  U FO r e po r t •  a nd e a r t hq u a k e • u e l na a l •  
mo n t h I n c r e me n t s .  F t a .  6 e ho w a  n u a b e r o f  U FO r e po r t a  
( h t: a v y  l i n e )  a n d e a r di q u a k e •  ( br o k e n  l l ne )  f o r  a l x  
mo n t h p e r i o d s  f r u• 1 9 6 1  t o  1 9 7 8 ,  1 n  Swe d e n .  T h e  U PO 
pe a k s  o f  - 6 7 ,  - 7 1  a n d - 7 )  a r e  f o l l ow e d  b y  pe a k a  l n  
t h e e a r t hq u a k e  a c t i v i t y  d u r t na t h e f o l l ow t n a  p e r i o d . 
T h e  h l s h U PO pe a k  o f  1 9 7 6 h a a a q u a k e  p e a k  i n  t he 
a a Pie  pe r i od . 

N e x t , I t r i ed t o  f i nd a l l  " f l a p a "  i n  Swe C a t . W h e n 
s u c h  a l oc a l  f l a p  w a a  l o c a t e d I t h e n  l oo k e d  a t  t h a t  
a r e a  t o  a e e  t f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  e a r t hq u a k e •  a f t e r t he 
f l a p .  C h a n c e a  o u a h t  t o  be a r e a t e r  f o r  a pu a l t l v e 
c o r r e l a t i o n be t we e n  f l a p a  a nd e a r t hq u a k e a  e i n c e  1 t  
l a  mo r e  p r o ba b l e  t h a t  we h a v e  " t r ue "  U FOa d u r t n a 
a f l a p  t h a n  a a o n 1  a l n s l e  a t a h t t na a . Th•  f l a p a  I 
f ou nd a r e : 

1 9 6 7  

1 9 7 1  
1 9 1 )  
1 !1 1 )  

1 9 1 3 - 1 4 
1 9 7 5  

1 9 7 6 

1 9 7 6 
1 9 1 7  

!�.! � ! ! !  
A u a . - D e c . 

n u a be r o f  o b a . r------- -
5 

Ha r c h - A p r l l  1 2  
.J u l y - Au a . 
J a n . - fe b r . l 
J a n u a r y  4 
J u l y ,  � 
S e p t - N o v  
N o v . - H a r c h  6 
Oc t , lie c .  1 
h b r - A p r l l , 1 
.J u ne 
H a y 5 
h b r - Ha r c h  4 

! ! ! f _ .! ! ! !  
A r b o a a , O r e b r o  
a nd J( a r l a t a d 
N o r r bo t t e n t. 
V l a t e r bo t t e n  
S u n d a v a l l  
Da l a r na 
N o r r bo t t e n  

Va l l e n t u n a  
V l r 11 l a n d 
S u n d t> v a l l  

N o : r bo t t e n  
N o r r bo t t e n  

llu r t na t h e a u t u m n  u f  1 9 7 6 t he r e  w a s  a n  J nc r e a a e i n  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e wh o l e  o f  Swe d e n  b u t  I w a a  u n ­
a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  a n y  l o c a l  f l a p a d u r i n a t h l a  pe r l ud .  
I t  1 a  v e r y  1 n t e r e a t i n a t h a t  we  h a v e  n o  f l a p s f r o a  
t h e a ou t h e r n  pa a t o f  Swe d e n  ( s o u t h  o f  t he S t oc k h o l a  
a r e a ) ,  d e s p i t e  t he f a c t t h a t  a ma j o r i t y  o t  t h e p o ­
pu l a t i o n  l l v e a  h e r e . T h e  f l a pe  f r o a  t h e n o r t h e r n ­
Mo a t  c o u n t t e a  ( N or r bo t t e n ,  V l a l e r bo t t e n )  a r e  ao r e  
w i d e s p r e a d  a nd n o t  v e r y  l oc a l .  T h e  v e r y  l o c a l  f l a p a  
we f l nd t n  a l d - Sw e d e n ( V I r a l a nd ,  Da l a r n a a nd t he 
S u n d a v a l l  a r e a ) .  

1' ! 1 �! ! !  . .2: ! �  • h o w  f l a p s  a nd t he f o l l ow l na  e a r t hq u a ­
k e a .  T h e  aa p •  11 h o w  U F O  o b a e r v a t J o n a  a nd e a r t h q u a k e •  
oc c u r t na d u r i n a t he r e s p e c t i v e p e r i od s .  

T h e  ao a t  1 n t e r e a t t n a a r e a  wh i c h ,  o n  t wo o c c a e lo u a , 
h a a a ho w n  a c o r r e l a t i o n  i a  S u n d a v a l l - H a r n o a a n d . 1 
t o o k a c I o a e r 1 o o k a t t la i  a d 1 a t  r t c t . F r o  a t he 1 o -
c a l  a r ou p  I h a v e  a o t t e n • o r e  o b a e r v a t l o n  d a t a  ( n o t  
p u b  l l a  h e  d b e  f o 1 e ) . l h e  r e  a r e a t o t  a 1 o f  5 4 a i a t• t 1 n a a 
f r om a 2 0 - y e a r a - pe a t od .  f r oa t h e s e l a m i c  d e p a r t • e n t  
o f  t he U p p s a l a  u n i v e r s i t y  ._, r e c e i v e d  d a t a  o n  a t o t a l  
o f  1 4  q u a k e a f £ o •  t he a r e a  ( 6 2 - 6 J ' N ,  1 7 - 1 9 ' E ) .  f i B ·  ! �  a h o w a  t h a t  t h e c o r r e l a t i o n l a  v e r y  a t r o n a . On l y ­
t wo e a r t h q u a k e s  ( 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 7 1 )  ve r e  n o t  p r e c e d e d  L y  
U FO r e po r t a .  

! ! I � !� � � !� ahowa t h e 1 a 11e c o apa r l a o n  f o r  t h r e e  
o t h e r  a r e a s . T h e  a c c o r d a n c e  1 •  n o t  a a  c l e a r  a s  i n  
t h e S u n d a v a l J  oill e a , b u t t.e r e  we a l s o  h a v e  a u c h l a r ­
a .: r  a r e a a .  

I a a  a va r e  l la a t , a J t h o u a h  a o a e  f a c t a  t n  t h t a  a t u d y  
s u s s e a t  a c o r r e l a t i o n U F O � / e a r t hq u a ke a ,  i t  t a  n o t  
p r o v e n  y e t . H a y be t h l a  a r t i c l e c a n  a i v e s oae t d e a a  
o n  h o w  t o  p r oc e e d . 

f r oa nov o n  t h � M e l s mna r a ph t a  a c t u a l l y a t o o l  f o r  
t h e u f o l oa l a t . I n  N o r wa y , t he " P r o j e c t  H e a s d a l e n " , 
o n  a y  a u a a e a t l o n , h � v e  h a d  • a e l a aoa r a p h  l n  u a e  f o r  
a l x  ao n t h a . l t  d i d  n o t , h o w e v e r , r e c o r d  a n y  a o v e ­
•e n t a 1 n  t h e be d r o c k  of t he v a l l e y . The  H e a a d a l e n  
C l a p  l a  n o w  I n t o  I t a  f ou r t h  y e a r . I n  N o v e •be r 1 � 8 4  
a t a h t t na e  h a v e  s t a r t e d u p  a a a t n .  

F u r  • o r a  d e l a l l a  a bo u t t he S w e d l a h a t u d y  p l e a a e  
wr i t e  t o l  Da n H a t t. a a o n , P l  7 2 � 9 .  S - 6 1 1  90  N y k o " t na ,  

Swe d e n . I w a n t  t o  a e t  1 n  t ou c h w i t h  o t h e r  u f o l o ­l i d t a  i n v o l v e d  I n  e l m 1 l a r  a t ud t e a .  
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G e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i s h e d  U F O  

c a s e  r e p o r t s 1 9 6 J - 1 9 7 8 . 

Fig. 4. 
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O l s t r t b u t i o n  o f  1 5 3 S w e d i s h  
e a r t h q u a k e s  1 9 6 3 - 1 9 7 tl .  

A u t h o r  O a n  M a t t s s o n  5 p e c l a -

1 1 z e s  l n  t h e s t u d y o t  U F O s 
v e r s u s  g e o p h y s i c a l p h e n o m e n a .  
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1 1. 

L i n e s  i n d i c a t e  z o n e s •  w h e r e  
. m o s t  e a r t h  q u a k e s  o c c u r .  

U F O  s i g h t l n g s  ( d o t s )  e n d  
e a r t h  q u a k e s  ( s t a r s ) d u ­
r i n g 1 9 6 7 .  N o t e  t h a t  1 / J 

o f  U F O s  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e 
c o u n t y  o f  V ti s t e r b o t t e n , 
w h e r e  f e w  e a r t h q u a k e s  
o c c u r .  

�0 Fig. 6. 
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N u m b e r o f  U F O  s i g h t i n g s  ( h e a v y - d r a w n ) e n d  n u m b e r o f  o o r t h ' 

q u a k e s  ( d o t t e d ) d u r i n g s i x  m o n t h  p e r i o d s ,  1 9 6 , - 1 9 7 6 .  

Fig . 8. 

U F O  s i g h t i n g s  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  

1 9 7 1 . A l l  q u a k e s  t o r  1 9 7 1 . 

N o t e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n  t h e 
S u n d s v e l l - l t a r n o s a n d a r e a . 

Fig. /0. 

U F O s  d u r i n g h a l f  
o f  1 9 7 J  a n d  e l l q u a k e s  
d u r i n g n e x t y e a r ,  1 9 7 4 . 

Fig . 1 1. 

A l l  U F O  s i g h t i n g s  l n  t h e 

l a k e  V 8 n e r n  a r e a  O c t .  1 9 7 �  
- A p r i l 1 9 7 6 . E a r t h  q u e k e a  
( s t a r s )  o c c u r e d  b e t w e e n  
M a r c h  e n d  S e p t .  1 9 7 6 . 

Fig. 9. 
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A l l U F O  r e p o r t s  e n d  e a r t h  
q u a k e s  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 9 7 J .  
U F O  f l a p  l n  t h e c o u n t y  o f  
O e l e r n e  o c c u r e d o n  a • w e e k  
z o n e " , c o m p e r e  f i g u r e 5 .  
Q u a k e  l n  O e l e r n e , M a y ' 0 . 

Fig. 11. 
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A l l 1 9 7 6  U F O &  ( d o t s )  e n d  e l l 

q u a k e s  ( s t a r s )  d u r i n g t h e s e ­
c o n d  h o l t  o f  - 7 6 .  B o t h  c o n ­

c e n t r a t e i n  t h r e e  e r e o s : t h e 
i r o n  o r e  f i e l d s  l n  t h e n o r t h ,  
t h e n o r t h e r n B o l t l c o n d  t h e 
S u n d s v o l l  o r e o . 
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U F O  s l g h t l n g s  ( d o t s )  e n d  e a r t h  q u a k e s  ( s t a r s ) d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 3 - 1 9 8 3  p e r i o d . 

Fig. 14. 
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T h e  l a k e  V e n e r n  e r e e  ( c o u n t i e s  V e r m l e n d & V � s t e r g o t l e n d ) i n  t h e 1 9 6 3 - 7 8 p e r i o d .  

Fig. 15.  
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Dalama. (60 °-61 ° N). 
Fig . 16. 
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l . ��� ! ! !  � ! ! J ! & !! � ' A a t a t 1 a t i c a l a l u d y  o f  6 0 2 Swe d i s h U FO r e po r t a 1 8 1 9 - 1 9 1 8 . A F U  N e w s l e t t e r  1 4  a n d 1 5 . - - - - - - - - -- ----
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2 .  � : �! � ! ! ! ! �� :  Oc t e r • 1 n a t 1 o n o f  l o c a l a a a n l t u d e  
a nd c a l t b r a t l o n o f  •a a n t t ud e  a c a l e s  f o r  e a r t h ­

q u a k e s  i n  t h e B a l t i c s h i e l d . S e t smo l oa t c a l d e ­pa r t m e u t , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Uppaa h ,  R e p o r t 1 - 8 2 . 
J .  � ! � � ! ! ! _ !! � ! ! � l ! r : Th e  Te c t o n i c  S t r a i n  t h e o r y 

o f  l u m t n o s t t t e a ( U FO r epo r t s ) .  Pu r u u t t , f i r a t 
q u a r t e • , 1 9 8 1 .  - - - ---

4 .  J . B . De l a t r :  O N  U FO w a v e a  a nd t h e i r po a a l b l e  
f u t u r e - p r e d i c t i o n . �J!!_Q __ !! & !!.! !.!. • v o l . 7 ,  
1 9 7 6 .  
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T h e  L e y  Hun t er l7 bo l -0004-

THE LI NLEY LI GHTS 
L i n l ey i s  a ham l et a few m i l es south 
of l ronbr i dge i n  Shropsh i re .  J t  i s  one 
of the many s i t es i n  Shropsh i re �hat 
.JOt·IATHAti tlULLARD i s  study i ng as p�r t 
of h i s  deta i l ed Earth Myster i es 
sur vey of the c ounty . 

Turn i ng onto the track l ead i ng · to 
remote L i n  I ey , t.he St Leonard chli'ch 
i s  the f i rst bu i l d i ng encountered . l t 

" i s  a r emar kab l y comp ) et e l ior ma'n 
structure , boast i ng a famous Green Man 
t ympanum (see front cover ) above the 
b l ocked nor th  door . The chur ch i s  
c onnec ted w i th L i n l ey Ha l l and i ts 
ac c ompany i ng cottages and outbu i l d i ngs 
severa l  hundred yards to the south by 
a rough . track . That i s  the extent of 
t he p l ace . 

Bu t i n 1 9 1 311 4 L i n l ey was the scene of 
an outbreak of except i ona l phenomena ,  
a s  tlu l 1 ard has d i scovered from h i s 
r esearch . A " ba l l of l i ght " was seen 
f l i tt i ng around one of the c ottages 
and another c l i ng i ng to t.he tower of 
t he church . L i ghtba l l s  may a l so have 
been observed i n  the Ha l l  . I n  
add i t i on ,  sp i ra l s of " vapour " were 
seen , both l i ght and dark i n  tone , and 
l a tches on . doors l i fted w i t hout human 
agency . Myster i ous no i ses were hear d ,  
i nc l ud i ng exp l os i ons i n  the a i r . 

Vapour sp i r a l s  accompany i ng l i ghtba l l 
even ts are o l d fr i ends to Ear th L i ghts 
(EL)  r esear chers . I t  i s  thought they 
may be assoc i ated w i th the " wh i te  
l ady " and " b l ack monk " genre of 
ghosts : sure enough , a bare m i l e  from 
L i n l ey there i s  an eslab l i shed " wh i le 
l ady " ghost trad i t i on .  The l i ft i ng 
l atches and aer i a l exp l os i ons sound 

susp i cous l y  
anoma l i es .  

I i ke e l ectromagnel i c  

Fur ther , EL i nvest i gators have come to 
expect psych i c  outbreaks concur ren t  
w i th l i ghtba l l and assoc i aled even t s : 
perhaps the ear th ener � i e� i nvo l ved 
w i th the atmospher i c  and olher anoma l ­
i es c an a l so !r i gger psych i c ep i sodes 
w i th i n and around su i tab l e peop l e i n  
such v i c i n i t i es at such t i mes (one 
�h i  nks of r·lary \lones i n  the 1 9t1415 
Barmouth area outbreak ; the r epor t ed 
po l terge i st effects near St Br i des Bay 
i n  1 977 ; even Hessda l en i nvest i gal orE  
have conf i rmed psych i c outbreaks 

amongst the scatt ered popu l a t i on of 
the i r b l eal< Earth L i ght.s s i te near t he 
Norweg i an/Swed i sh bGrder ) . I t  tur ns 
out there were i ndeed r epor i ed 
po l terge i st events at  L i n l ey - suc h as 
teacups , furn i ture and garments mov i ng 
of the i r own accord . 

F i na l l y , EL peop l e have become a l most 
b l ase about f i nd i ng fau l t i ng 
corre l at i ng w i th such event s i tes . The 
theory on l y  r equ i res rock ,  i n  
actua l i ty ,  but fau l t i ng  does seem to 
be the cata l yst for prov i d i ng the 
geo l og i ca l  energy " motor " for 
l i ghtba l l and assoc i ated geophys i c a l  
and poss i b l y psych i c  phenomena . We l l ,  
two sur face fau l ts DO encompass L i n l ey 
l i ke ca l l i pers about three - quar ter s of 
m i l e  to west and easl . Mor eover , a 
dr i ft boundary crosses the track 
bet ween the . church and lhe ha l l ,  
probab l y  i nd i cat i ng fur ther geo l og i c a l  
d i sturbanc e . More deta i l s  ar e curren t l y  
be i ng sought v i a the Br i l i sh 
Geo l og i ca l  Survey . 

·--------------� 
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Ther e used to be a sec t i on of d i sused 
r a i  I way tr ack in Wash i ng ton Townsh i p ,  
f iew '-lersey , USA , that had a I eger,d : ' : ·a 
br akeman had I ong ago 1 ost h i s arm ·.�i n 
an acc i den t a l ong that stretch and 
now , i f  you watched and wa i ted at 
n i 9h t s , ��c�u tvou l d somet i mes see h i s 
ghosl 1�1 a I k i ng a I c.ng  t he track w i th h a 
I a r , { fr n see l< i ng h i s I ost I i mb . 

ar:·pearances . The l i gh t. was about l t1 
i nc hes i n '  d i ameter , g l obu l ar bu t 
conta i n i ng a bu l l et- shaped cor e  w i t h i n 
the g l ow of l i ght . The ar ea wher e i t  
appear ed somet i mes gave cer ta i n  peop l e 
an i nexp l i c ab l e  fee l i ng of " dr ead " . 
Res i sl i �J i ty changes t�er e · measur ed ' i n  
t he r a i I s  when the I i gh t boboed abc�t.Je : 
1 hem . On one occ as i on 1�hen the I i gL t 

, " wen t out " , a sudden and ext r eme  r i se 
The · l egend i s  doubt l ess l y f i c l i or, , but i n  the read i ngs from a ge i ger c oun t er 
t he r epea t ed appearance of a l i ght , wer e  nol ed shc�r i. l y  a f t er war ds . The 
I i l< �? t he ghosl ·" s l an t er n , wea�J i r,g  bac�� r ead i ngs soon dr opped bacl� t o nor ma l  . 
and for th  across -the t r  ad< was not . I l 
had been seen many l i mes . I n  t he 1 970s 
a t eam was set up . to study the 
r·henom enon of t he spook I i ghl . They 
e a  1 1  ed them se I �Jes " Vest i g i a "  and 
i r 1c I uded se i ent i  sts among · the 
r ese3r c her s . 

I r, flmer i e a  ther e ar e phenom ena e a  1 1  ed 
" spod< I i ghl. s  1 1 or " ghost. I i ghl s 1 1  as t� e 
s� , a l l see i n  fu lur e i ssues : some of us 
cJ\.' E:r her e i n  t he LH·� wou l d ca l l t hem 
" e3r i h  l i gh ls ll - t he·� ar e a l l t.he same 
�·her ,omer,or, . Ves t i g i a found lhal not 
on l y  was there an o l d ra i I road tr ack , 
bu t t her e was a l so a geo l og i ca l  fau l t 
r ur ,n  i ng c or.cur ren t l y w i l.h i t. .  The learn 
��er . t on t o  rnal<e a c I ose st.udy c. f t he 
I i ght phE-nomenon assoc i a t ed t.. d t h  the 
l r ad.:/fau l t :  mc�r t-over , i t  i s  the mos t. 
se i en t i f  i c stud·� of  Ali'r' t ype of  UFO 
ever under t al<en : E. t r ange , t hen , t ha t. . 
som e ufo l og i s t s s t i l l  have pr ob l ems 
.:. ( c ep � i n'j t he fac t o f  ear th I i ght s .  

1\ .. t-r a per i od �� f  t. i me  \.'est i g i a 
c�bser \.'ed , phot 09r aphed ar,d look 
�-hqs i c a I meas,Jr emen t s  r e  I a t ed -f. t_:, t he 
I i gL t . dur i n9 i t s c•c ,: as i (�na l  

A . part i cu l ar ] y  r emar kab l e obser •)a t. i on ,  
wh i ch was c ommun i c a ted t o  me  . i n  
Amer i ca recen t l y , was l ha l ,  
appar enl l ·� ,  w i t.h t he t eam st r et c hed 
dot�n t he I i ne ,  t he l i ght �J.l as  ·�.t i s i L l e 

a t  or,e end of t he I i n e but r. c�t a t  H ,e 
o t her . Th i s SUJ:Jesls a monc. -d i r .:-c t i c�r , 
o f  phol.:�n em i ss i on . . . a s E- r  i c�'. l ::. 
cha l l enge to cur r en t rhys i c s ( t hc,u·�l- .  
per haps not. a l  t he t heor et  i e a  I I e..1..: I ·=· 
of  the " net�' ph�E; i c. E; " �> . . 

Even tua l l y , t he r a i  I w a y  l i nf  w a s  
pu l l ed up _, but. the I i 9h t -: c.rd i r ,ued t c, 
make i ts appear .3nc e .  I ts undu l a t  i c�n s 
w er e  mod i f i ed i r, the 3bsen.=: e c, f t � ,e 
s t r i p  conduc t or t he r a i  1 :::; fc�r m ed , bu t 
i t  st i 1 1  man i f est ed . �Jha � t he ·� ur r .:-r, t 
s t a l e of  e•-.Jer, t s  ar e ttt l t h  r �<l3 r d t (J ·l h2 
I i ght i s  not l<not,Jn a t  pr ese;, t . 
An i ne.�<p I i cab ) e I i 9ht arpfar i ng  i n  t he 
a t m c•spher e ,  c or r  e I a ted w i t h a f .3td t ,  
caus i ng � l ec t r ot,, a gr,e t i c  s i de - e f ft-c ·l ·; 
and effec ls or, humar, c on se i ousr. e :=.s . 
Th-:·:.e are a l l t he ha l l m ar ks o f  ear l h  
I i 9h l s .  The fac t o f  l Le i r  e �< i s l enc e 
M i I l not go a1•.1 ay . 

· - · - · - - ---- -- - .. · -- ----- ------- -----------· 
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Cotswolds Lights 
I 

� ... DAV I  D C LAR I< E  
D a v i d i s  J en n y  R a n d l e s "  A I  UFO i n v e s t i g a t o r f or t h e  s o u t h  I 1 • . ... -
Y o r k s h i r e a r e a , but sp en d s  m u c h o f  h i s t i m e c on d u c t i n g 
h i s t or i c a l  UFO ww�� - Rec e n t l y / h e  h a s  b e en \ r e s e a r c h i n g �td l h  
Gr an v i l l e O l d r o yd i n t o  Br i t i sh spook l i g h t s .  T h i s 1 1  wor k ,  
SPOOKL I GH T S : A BR I T I SH SURVE Y , w i l l  b e  f u l l y .  r e v i e w ed i n  l L • t  
w h e n  i t  i s  p ub l i s h ed . I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  D a v i d · i s k i n d l y a l l o w i n g 
T L H a b r i e f p r e v i e w o f  a s a mp � e o f  t h e m a t er i a l . ·  

Our r esear ch  has c en t r ed · around t he "Jenn �j Burn t.a i I " . I t  i �; rf, c··=· t 
Bur t on Das�:el. t  H i l l s on t he HE i n t er est. i n9 t ha t. a f i e r c e ear t h -
e:d r ern i t i es of  t he Cots1� o l ds _, · t r emor h i t. Here f or d'=.h i r e e n  i h.::- r, i �;h i 
War w i cksh i re .  A l ar ge number of l oc a l of Fr i day Januar y 25 1 924 , t he s a n e  
peop l e ,  a�: \l.le l l  as 'v' i s i t i n 9 n i ght a s  the " 9ho�:t' '  l i ght r ear- r� e .:w e d  
jour na l i sl. s  r epor ted Eee i n-g e::< t remern l 'J on the Bur ton H i l l s _. t h i s t i rr1 e c a :=. t i r, �i 
br i l l i ant  , manoeuver i n g l ow- l eve l an even mor e l um i nous br i I l i an ce . 
I i -ght s a t  c l ose r ange over t hese h i  I I s  
dur i ng t he ':}ears 1 �123 ar,d 1 324 . 

The 1 i ghts cen t r ed on the pr e-Hor roan 
" A  I I Sa i n t.s "  Bur t on Das:=;et t  chur r_ h .  
The h i l l s are  r i dd l ed H i t h m i n c�r 
fau l t s  and t he chur ch  i E s i tua t ed Ol)er 
t he ac t ua l " Bur t on Dasset t Fau l t " !  J l  
1 s  bu i l t  i n t o  t he h i l l s i de i n a ser i es 
of s t ep- l eve l s , and t here ar e a number 
of car v i ngs of dr agons/ser pen t s  on t he 
suppor t i n g  p i  l l ars and na'..'e i ns i de .  
The c ht_w ch i s  near an anc i enl beac:;n 
o• _.'er I ')d< i n 9  t he s i  le of t he Bat t l e  of 
Edgeh i l l  ( 1 642) and cNer l oc�ed i t se l f  
by the ear t ��orks of Gr edenton H i  I l .  H 
" Fhan t oro ar m ·� "  3FPEared i n  the ;k·::J 
01.'er t he Edgeh i I 1 s i t e  ar ea f or 
severa l mon t hs after the ba t t l e and 
was w i t nessed by farmer s ,  shepher ds , 
m a 3 i s l r a t es and off i c er s  sen t. f r om 
o�<for d  b•J Char J es I . The ,,.�ho l e  ar ea i s  
r i dd l ed t•J i t h ghost. st or i es <Eel . and 
c on l empor ary paranor ma l e�Jen t s ,  t oo ,  I 
under s t and . )  and one of Wat k i ns ' l eys 
r an nearby . 

The l oc a l name for the 1 i ght. 

One of the w i t ne:=se:::. o f  the I i jl-, L :. 
a Hr Geor ge Wh i t e : 

Ou t o f  s h e er c un o s i t � , I n  c�:. p a n �· . . . l p a 1 d  a ·. J s l l  

t o  t h e Bur t on H i l l s a f ew w e e l. s  a g o  ! F E t. r u a i r' 1 9 � :; , , 
I t  w a s  a b o u t  7 p 1  and when we h a d  o e e n  t h e r e  a s n o r t 
l i ie • • •  we t ur n e d  r o und  and  a b ou t  20u y d s  a w a y  w a �  a 
s t r o n g  and  d a z z l i ng l i gh t  l i L e t n a t  of a [ O t or  
h e ad l a1p . I t  N a s  a p er f ec t l y l o � e l y s 1 qh t  � and  h e l d  
u s  f a s c i n a t ed .  I t  f l 1 t t e d a b o u t  a n d  p a s s e d  t h r o l ! qh  

bushes and o � e r  f en c e s a t  t 1 g h s p E e d ;  t h e n  i t  p a s s � d  
o v e r  u s  and d i sap p e a r ed  w i t h  a f l a sh 1 n t o  t h e  g r oun d .  
W e  c ou l d f E e l  i t  hoHr ar ound , a n d  i t  a p p E a r E d t o  t e  
l oo � i ng  f or some t h & n g , f ar t h e l i g h t s w e p t t � e 
gr ound . T h e  J 1 g h t • • •  w a s  s o  b r i g h t , a fid � E t  t � e r e 

w a s  a g ha s t l y  r edd y - b l J e p a t c h  on t h E t op . l a t e r . 

H h en Me s a w  i t  r ound &ur t on D i � s e t t  c hur c h .  t n e r e  w a s  
a t i n g e  o f  or an g e c o ! Jur . T he r e  M a s  n c; Un n g  l l !l a t e ·. e r 

t o  be a f r a 1 d of • • •  1 w a s  a s c ep t i c  t e f or E  , b u t  1 
swear  I h a v e  n e ver seen  an y t h i n g l i t e I t .  

The pr e '-...'a i I i n SJ  e:- :p l a r 1 C\  t i :X1 f ·=r f h.: 
I i ghts a t. t he t i m e :.J c.:=: 1 h.:d " r;1 .; r �J, 
ga s "  1 1_1 as  the c u l r- r i t .  H·= l · l e ' . 'e ;-· , r E- = -= :- , f 
r eseard-, b'j chem i =·i ::: ha =· :::.1-{-. J . : r l t 1- . .  :; f 
f •U · I - • L . l I ... ..r J '-1 .. e�J�n 1 r, �= orin_• 1 ri a t l •:T• ! . :  1 � !- 1 
r- L' ') C r-· L t' cl;:.:.•· c :. --· r r. f 1 1 - .- � - � - 'I 
- · f p._ ._, jf l  .._ �. ,  \..l l l l \_ • l '. ' ': ·.:1 •. '.:' 

H i  l i - e� · - -t. he- ,.d =·r:· s - ar ,d , rn ·� :r .:-c·',:t-r I � I � ·� 
m i >,� tur e i s  n ·:i t ::: r-( n t .3 . r• -=- ·: . t. r :. l · � 
f l ammab l e .  

---------- - ---- -- -- · ·--
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TH I N K I NG RALL L I G HTN I N G  

F r om A l he r t  n e  R o c h a s ,  V i e s  s u c c e s s i v e s , L e y ma r i e , P a r i s  

1 0 2 4  ( f i r s t  . .  e fl i t i on h a rt  h e e n  i n  1 9 1 () ) , pa g e 3 <) 0  
' . .  � ... 

• '  

R o c h a s , w h o  wa s o n e  o f  t h e  mo � t  e n t e r p r i s i n g a noma l y  
r e s e a r c h e r s  e ve r , w r o t e  t h i s  g e n e r a l l y - o v e r l ook en s t u � y  o f  
r e g r e s s i o n  h y pno s i s  mo r e  t h a n  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  he f o r e  t h e 
c u r r e n t  o r g y . 

I n  t h e  cou r s e  o f  o n e  o f  h i s  i nv e s t i ga t i o n s , h e  
q u e s t  i o nerl a n  a l l e g e n  s p i r i t  c o n c e r n i n g t h e  a p pa re n t  s i g ;: s  
o f  i n  t e 1 1  i g e n  c e cl i s p 1 a y e n i n Jl; e r  t a i n c a s e  s v1 h i c h vi e r e 
o s t e n s i b l y  ha l l  l i g h t n i ng .  'rh e  r e p l y  c a m e , t h a t uh i l e  s u c h  
f o r c e s o n  E a r t h  a r e \·l i t ho u  t i n t e l l i g e n c e , o n  o t h e r  l e ve 1 s 
o f  he i n g t h e y  n o  h a v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e . T h e  h y po t h e s i s t ha t  
ha l l  l i g h t n i n g cou l n  po s s e s s  r u n i me n t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  f a l s e a s  r e g a r fl s ou r E a r t h , hu t co u lrl he t r u e  
e l s e w  h e r e  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s e , w h e r e  t h e  ' e n  v e l o l1 i n  g e l e  c t r i. c 
s h e e t ' ( =  couch e ) i s  m a n e  w i t h a n  ' e vo l ved e l e c t r i c i t y ' 
c a pa b l e  o f  ohe y i ng a n  e x t e r n a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . I n  t h 1 s  s t a t �  
i t  ca n t a k e  wh a t e v e r f o r m  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  wh i c h c o r1 t r o l s  
t h em w i s h e s , s o  t h a t t h e y  c a n he t ra n s f o r m e ri i n t o  - f o r  
e x a m p l e  - t h e  c o n e s v1h i c h s e r v e  a s  v e h i c l e s  f o r  t h e 
s p i r i t· s . 

G i v e n  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  - i n s o f a r a s  i t  ex i s t erl a t  a l l  -
wa s t a l l� i ng n on s e n s e , t h i s  i s  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  i n t e fe s t i n � 
s i m p l y i n t h a t i t  s how s u s  t h a t s u c h  i rl e a s we r e  he .i n y 
f o rmu l a t e rl 7 0  y e a r s  a g o . R o c h a s h i m s e l f  e v i ri e 11 t l y  t ook 
s u c h  comm u n i c a t i o n s w i t h  a p i n c h  o f  s a l t ,  a n<i i t  i s  m o s t 
l i k e l y  t h a t t h e  commu n i ca t o r  wa s g i v i ng h i m f e en ha cl:  f rom 
h i s  ov1 n  m i nfl . I n t r i gu i ng ,  t h o u g h , to f i nrl h i m t h i n l: i. n CJ ­
w h e t h e r  c o n s c i ou s l y  o r  u n c on s c i o u s l y  - a l o ng s u c h  
s o ph i s t i ca t e rl l i ne s . 

r. r e rl i t  H i l a r y Eva n s  
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Fo l k l or e  de Champagne no  (>5 A v r i l  1 9 79 
' Ln fou d r e  d a n s  l ' A uhe . h i. e r  et au j o urd ' hu i ' 

EPHEMERIPES 

6 aoOt 1 363 
• l o t onnc r r o tumbe sur la tour de 1 '6gl l se de 

S a i n t  l ou p .  • 1 1  
Aul r auvr  e .  Lea tab l ettes hl storlques de Troyes 

( Par i s .  1 858). 
9 Ju l l let  1 382 

• l o  foud r o  tnrnbo sur la cat h6dra l e  e t  endom· 
maoo l A  c h a r p c n t o  . •  n .  do M . ,  Cath . ,  tomo I ,  pp. 1 28· 1 29.  ( 1 1  no s ' ag l t pas de l o  tour actue l le n l  du grand 
c loc her . constru l t  on 1 4 1 0  et aujourd'hul  d l spar u . )  

1 385 
• Coup do foudre ( sur la Cath�dral e ] .  • 

Anu\doe Aufauvr e ,  Troyes et ses environs (Par i s ,  1 864) .  p .  1 50 .  

1 4 1 7  Juvonal  des lJr s l ns ropporte qu'en l 'ann6e 1 4 1 7, 
aux d l ocb se s  do T roye s et  de Ch6 1ons . • ae leva 
un fou d r o  ou tunnerro et merve l l leuse templlte qui 
ne dura pas m o l n s  do quatorze heures • .  notamment • l hu i l r o .  Toutos lo:t rt\co l t e s  de la terre furent 
d6tr u l t o s .  foudroyt\e s «1 t  battues • mleux et p lus quo f l t1oux •. et p lus l e�ra peraonne a furent tu6es .  

Ce rt o l no s fur ent trouv6e s morte s • avec les os 
tous conun l nuez et  de srompuz sans que la peau 

. et la choi r fussent  aucunement entamez • .  
Juv6na l  dea Uralns,  Hl atolre d e  Charles VI ,  p .  338. 

1 472 
Un Jour  du mol s  de fc1vr ler, vers 6 heures du 

aol r , a l o r s  qu ' l l  fa l sa l t  t rbs chaud , • 1 1  descend!t du 
c l e l  d o u x  grande s c lart«S s comme deux chande l les ,  
pasaant dovant lea  yeux des regardants , qui aem­
b l a l t  li tre for t  epouvantab l e  et en l asa l t  mault 
gr ande c l arte.  mala c e  ne dura gubre • .  Jenn do T royes.  c l t6 par Eugbne Maury , Calamlth 
pub l lquea et fal l t  mtH6orologlquea avant 1 790. 
G r ande Imp. de Troyes , 19 14 ,  32 pages ln-8. 

22 mal 1 51 1  . 
la foudr e tombe de nouveau eur la cath6dral e  et 

endornmage des panneaux d 'une verr l�re .  
A .  de M.,  Cath . , t .  1 1 ,  p .  155 .  

25 mal 1 556 
• l o  tonnerre tombe pour la  aeconde fol s ,  sur le 

c locher de la  cathildra le ,  et y cause de grands 
d6g ll ts . • 

Aufauv r e ,  lea tablett.. hl ttorlquea de Troyes, 
p.  79. 

• lo c lochcr r de la  cat ht\dra le ) . dont l 'a l gu l l l e 
s ' 6 1 am;olt  dans Ios nues • p lu s de 1 08 mMres  de 
hauteu r .  ne pouva l t  manquer d 'avo l r  de nombreux 
deme l e s  avec l 'e lectr l c l t6 . . . • 

Aul auvre , Troyea et aes environs ( Parla,  1 864) .  
p .  1 52 . 
1 577 

Nouve a u  mMa l t d u  tonnerre aur  la v l l l e  de Troye s ( A .  de M . .  Cath . ,  t .  I .  p. 47) .  
A la  f i n  d u  pr l nternps ,  telu l ·c l  • a 'adonna � la 

c ha l eur . g r a nde pour l a  sal  son � cause de l aque l le 
s ' engem.l r ll r e nt dos nu6es en l 'a l r  sur la f i n  du 
moy s de m a l  et  c omme ncement de ju ln ,  qui eau· 
s l! ront dos g ril les  ot des oragos s i  t err l b le s que les 
biens do champs e n  furent gast6s et perdu s .  et 
no tamrnont entre So n s et Troyea, env l ron 9 l l eues 
do long et  une de l ar ge et commence au v l l lagft de 
M a l ay on t l r ant aur Salnt ·Mards, A l x · en -Othe et ju!lque p r � s  do Troye s e t  y fut la fouldre al 
c r uo l l e  que l e  pay s penaalt 6tre en quasl ·abime . La 
g r � lo y lut si  grosse que l 'on trouva des l oups 
m or ts pnr le s chumps ( . . .  ) les l l bvres et agneaux fur unt pare l l lumout trouv6s rnorta dea coups de 
l a d l t o  g r 1 H o .  

l e a  b l o n s  d e  l a  t e rre en furent a l  blen rompus 
en aucu11s endro l tz qu ' l l  n 'y fut besoln de fauch"r 
n l  mol sonne r .  • 

C l owlo t l u l t o n ,  M ' molrea, Clt6 p1r E . · l .  Col lot, 
A h 1 ·en Otha e t  la ' 'u l on , p .  00. 

1 579 
la  foudre tom be [ pour l a  seconde fol s )  sur I' a I· 

gu l l l e du c l ocher de la cathedra l e .  
Aufauvre . 

1 1  janvler 1 584 
Le c l ocher do Salnt · Rllml eat frapp6 de la  

foudre.  l 'ouragan cause de grands dommages dana 
l a  v l l l e de T roye s . Aufawre , Le. tllblettes hlstor lqut• de Troy ...  
4 luln 1 605 

Vendeuv re , • le 4 Ju lng [ . ) une f l l le f u t  t u h  
d 'un c o u p  de foudre aestant m l a  il l 'abry aoubz u n  
po l r l e r  ( . . .  ) • 

Regl stre parolulal ,  col i .  communal e .  Aelev6 aux 
Archi ves dep . 

1 6  jui l let 1 6 1 3  
A Vendeuvre, • l e  1 6  jo [u ] r  d e  jul l let ( , ] 1 1  f i t  

un g rand orage [ . ]  l eque l J [ ou ] r  uno no[ m ) mee 
N l co l l e  Carree fut tuee d 'un coup de foudre proche 
le  chAteau de La V l l leneuve , sur l a  fosse de 
laque l le on fit ce quatra i n  : 
• Larc ne pouvant porter l mpul ssant de soy-me sme 
La  foudre descendant de l a campagne l gnee 
Lan m l l  treze. s i )(  cens,  de Jul l let le sezle sme 
le darda sur l e  c hef de Luqu l ne Carree . • 

Reg latre parol u lal de la col i .  comm. Ae l ev6 au)( 
Arch . d6p.  

1 61 7  
l ncendle du c locher d e  S a l nt-Pierre,  .. Bar -sur­

Aube , occas lonn6 par la foudr e ; le feu fut s i  arden t  
que lea  sept c l oches furent fondues . 

Chev a l i e r .  H l a tolre de B•r-aur- Aube, c l t6 par 
E .  Maury, op. ell.  

1 61 8  
L a  foudre tombe [ pour l a  t ro l s ll!me f o l a )  sur 

l 'a l gu l l l e du c l ocher de l a  cathedra l e .  
Aufauvre,  Troyea e t  a e a  envhona . 

1 640 
l a  foudre tom be [ pour l a  quat r l�me fol s )  stJr 

l 'a l gu l l le du c l ocher de l a  cathedr a l e . 
la foudre endornmage cons lderab l ement le cou­

vent de l a  congr6gat lon Not re · Dame . � Troy e s .  
( R .  d e  M . •  Cathedr . ,  tome I ,  p .  47 . )  

17 janvler 1 653 
A A l gny · l e · Ferron.  • l 'an 1 653 ( . ]  l e  d i x  sept l e sme 

jour du mol s  de janv ier sur les alx heures du so l r 
a l t  arr ive un grand tonnerre et e sc la l re s  et gre l l e  
a les tonnement d e  beucou p  d e  p( er ) so[ nnc s ]  l a ·  
que l l e  gre l l e  a b r l s t\  beaucoup de v l tr e s  taut e n  
l 'eg l l se do ce l i eu que autres l leux de l a  v l l l e ( . . .  ) • 

Regl stre paro l u l a l ,  col l ec t i o n  communa l e .  Ae lcv6 
aux Arch.  dep.  

1 5  juin 1 660 
le jeudl � 5  ju ln .  Jour de la f�te · O i e u .  un orage 

s 'abat t i t sur E c lance . Un bourgeo i s y fut tutS par 
la foudre . 

Ahhd Cou l l n , • Ouelquoa aelgneurloa . . .  • C l t 6  par 
E. Maury , op. clt.  



AoOt 1 667 
A Vl l l ohardoul n ,  mort d 'un homme tue d 'un coup 

de tonnerre . 
Reglatrea parol .. l aux, Col lect ion du greffe. Re­

l ove oux Arch. dep.  
6 mars 1 677 

l 'anclon c locher de la  cathedra l e  est frappe§ de 
la foudro et  sub l t  uno v l o lente secousse. l 'ev�que 
M a l l c r  vol t ,  d 'une fen6tre de 1 '6v�ch6, le tonnerre 
tornbor sur 1 '6dl f l c e .  

Aufnuvre , Los tablettes hlstorlques d e  Troyea.  
3 jui l let 1 697 

la foudre tombe [ pour l a  c l nqul �me fo� af aur 
l 'a lgu l l l o  du clocher de l a  catMdra l e .  

le tonnerro tombe pour l a  sept l�me fo l s  �ur 
l e  c locher de l a  cathedrale qui deva l t ,  tro ts  ans 
plus tard, entrainer la  rulne de toute l a  tolture 
et endommager consld6rablement l '�dlf lce . 

Aufauvre , lea tablettea hl storlques de Troyea. 
Nuit du 7 au 8 octobre 1 700 

• le f l u lde � l ectr lque embrasa le somrnet du 
c l ochor. M al gre les efforts tenth au debut de l ' ln­
cenct l e ,  la  f larnme gagna de proche en proche, et 
bl ent6t l 'a lgu l l l e  qui planalt  au-dessus de 1 1a vl l le 
ressembl a · ll une torche ardente dont l e s  lueurs 
prandl s santes jetalent au loin de s ln l stres clar­
tcs . . . • 

Amt1d6e Aufauvre , Troyea et aea environs, p .( 1 52 .  
Pour l a  hul l l �me fol s ,  l a  foudre frappe le  c locher 

de l a  cathcdral e  ( luclen Morei-Payen. A i m .  T.A.  
pour 1 935 ,  6crlt  q u 'e l l e  avalt  ate§ f rapptie seize fats 
en trois  s lecles sans �tre trap e ndommag6e) .  

Cot accident, survenu � une heure du mat ln ,  
d6tru l t  l e  c locher qui  s 'e l evalt  l 1 80 pleds,  la  tot­
turo et  ses p lombs. les c loches e t  une statue co­
lossale de Sa lnt -M iche t ,  posee 6 la pol nt e  du 
pl gnon do fa�ade , du cOte du portat l .  En tombant, 
cette statue cr�ve une voOt e  et  tue tro ts  ouvrlers.  

Des dommages cons ldcra b l e s  sont a tnst  occa­
s lonn6s � l a  tour,  aux voutes et  aux v l traux . 

Am6d6e Aufauvre, L.. tableUes hl stor lquea de 
Troye s,  p. 1 52.  

Note du cure F l l l leux,  de l a  parol sse des Nob. · • En cette annee , l a  nult  du septl�me octobre , le 
feu du c l e l  a tombe sur l '' g l l se Sal nt -Pierre 1e 
Troyes e t  a b ru s l 6  entlll rement la c loche du c lo­
cher et  tou\e la charpente [ . ]  l a  perte est e s t l m6e 
par des expe �t s  p l u s  d e  troi s cent m l l  l lvre s .  • 

Archives communalea,  f in du regl stre de 1 700 
( A e leve aux Arch. d6p . )  

Note d u  cure Matoulyot, de la  parol sse d e  Plney : 
• le hulct l�me jour du mol s  d 'octobre 1 700, � une 
heure ou onvlron aprh m l nu l ct, le feu du c l e l  
tomba s u r  le c loch6 de 1 '6 g l l se Salnt- Pierre d e  
Troyes.  cath6dra l e  d u  d l ocilse, et s 'attacha au­
dessous l a  pomme du dlt c loche en forme d 'une 
�tai l l e  pendant une bonne demye heure.  

1 1  fondlt  l e  p lomb,  e t ,  ayant p�n�tr' jusques awe 
bat s ,  11 bru iA  l e  dlt c loche et ensultte toute la 
haute couverture de l 'egl l se ,  et  non cel le de bas 
costes .  sans qu' l l solt rest«§ de la  dlte couver­
tute ny du dlt C loche aucune chose . lea mal sons 
du vol s l nnage n'en ont resent l s  aucun dommage 
parco que l 'a l r  �tolt  fort tranqu i l .  la perte e st fort 
cons iderabl e  et est est l m6e , avec les voutes flUI 
sont fort endommagees ,  l c lnq et six cent rn l l  
l l vre s .  L e s  seigneurs evesques Fran�ol s  Boutl l l l e  
e t  Den t s  Bout h l l l l e r .  t rav a l l l ent  fort t. son retabl l s­
sement et y contr l buent de tout l eu r  pouvol r .  • 

N . -8 .  : Ce texte a 'te repr la  et ''sum' au f eu l l ­
l e t  2 0  ro du cahler  de l 'enn6e 1 700 de la  col lect ion 
communalo .  
Mal 1 70 1  

l e  1 8  mal , t. lusl gny e s t  l nhumee Antolnette 
Noe l ,  ilg6e d 'envl ron 2 1  ans. qui  a ete tu6e • d 'un 
coup de tonnert • . . . ; e l l e  est  l nhumee dans le 
c lmetl �re , • apres qu'on eut trouve sur e l l e  des 
marques de chre s t l en . . .  • 

"eol stre parolsslal . 
Jeudl 7 aoot 1 701 

A Trouan - le -Pet l t ,  le  jeudt 7 aout,  est enterre An­
dni Per son trouve mort sous Ios ru l nes d 'une 
grange du chAteau de M r  de Longue l l ,  • l 'accldent 
et ant arr i ve par u n  coup de foudre • .  

Regt stre parol aslal ,  s6r le  communal e .  Aelev6 eux 
Archives d6p . 
Lundl 24 mal 1 706 

A 7 heures et demle du sol r ,  le tonnerre tomba 
sur la  f leche du c locher de Salnt -Pierre .  � Bar-sur­
Aube et le feu ae communique rapldement aux trola 
dOmes .  

D61 1b6ratlona [ du Corps d e  V l l l e  7 )  C lt6 par 
E. Maury, op. ell.  

• la mtme jour • hult  heures ,  l e  c locher de I abbaye de C l a l rveux fut egalement detrul t  par t a  
foudre.  

S6mi·J.I Iard, Manuacrlta, tome 1 1 .  C ite par E.  
Maury,  op. clt.  (cel u l - c l  lndlque que l e  chroniqueur 
troyen •• trompe d 'ennee, p la�ant ces deux a ln la­
tres en 1703). 
25 mal 1 706 

[A Chavangea )  • 11 a fa it  de terr lbles nullea 
do l a  gr6 1e qui  a c au se grand dornm�tge . l� 
ton l a l ro est  tombe sur le c l ocher de Chavangea 
et sur l 'e g l l se St-Pierre de Ba r - sur -Aube • . 

Regl stres parol sslaux ( m i nute ) .  Aeleve aux Arch . 
depart .  . 
21 Julllet 1 707 

A lusl gny,  sont l nhurnes dans l e  c l metl �re tro ts  
femmes dec6dees l a  vel l le aubltement, • e 'en retour­
nant de fauc l l ler • .  

Reglstre parolaalal,  col i .  comm. Aeleve aux Arch.  
dt§p. 
27 Juln 1 71 3  

A 2 heures e t  d e  m l e  d e  I 'aprh-mldl , l a  foudro 
tomba sur l e  c locher d ' H amplgny et y mlt l e  feu. 

� m i l l iard. Manuscrlta,  tome 1 1 .  C i te par E .  
M aury. op. clt.  
Dlmanche 23 juln 1 720 

A Montfey,  • l e  D lmanche v l ngt-trol s  juln,  sur 
Ios quatre heures du matln,  1 1  ( . . .  ) est  tombe pen­
dant prbs d 'une deml e  heure une gresle grosse 
la  plupart co( mm ]e des muf s ,  cornue , de la  hauteur 
du genoul l ,  pouss6 par un grand vent et  sans 
pluye, qui 1 perdu entl erem( en ] t  tout ce qui tHolt  
sem6 sur la  terre,  sans esp�rance d 'aucune r�col te , 
les terres, lea vlgnes. l e s  prez, les  chenevleres,  
Ios  arbro s ,  les f ru i t s ,  les  j ardlns ant ate foudroyez ; 
cot orege est tombe sur  tout le f lnage d 'en bas d«� 
la parol sse et a perdu egalem[en]t  toutes " '  
parolues vol slnes,  e t  un pays d e  p l u s  d e  2 0  l l eues 
de long sur uno deml e  de l arge .  On · [ n ' )a de 
memolre d 'homme rlen veu de semblable . •  

(Col lection communal e . )  Aecue l l l l  par lt�s Archl ­
vea d6p. 
19 (?) octobre 1 726 

Ph6nombnes m6t6oro loglques q u i  jettent l 'effro l  
dana l a  popu l at ion.  Le bru lt  de l a  f i n  du monde s J 
r6pand et la foule epo uvantee remp l l t  les egl lsea.  

le c l e l  est en fe\4 ; des lueura e t ectr lques l .t  
a l l lonnent , eccompagn6es de detonations . 

Aufauvre , Lea tablettea hlatorlquea de Trore a .  
15 aoOt 1 733 

A Bragelogne , le 15 aout, soot l nhumees deux 
peraonnes • tu�es dans Ios champs par le feu 
du c lel  ou par le tonnerre . _  

Regl atre perol aalal  ( minute) . Aeleve aux Arch . 
d�p. 
30 juln 1 742 

Dans l 'aprh-mldt ,  un v io lent orage s 'abatt l t  aur 
la  region de Soulalnes,  de Morv l l l lers  et  d ' Epoth6-
mont. Deux j eunes gens de cette dernlere loca­
l l t6 ( . . .  ) qui gardal ent des bestlaux ( . . .  ) ant  o4tl\ 
foudroy6s sous un arbre qui l e s  abr l ta l t .  

Et lenne, Monographl e  d'Epothemont. C i te par 
E. Maury,  op. clt . ,  p .  1 8 .  
30 Juln 1 742 

le 3� ju ln  1 742, dans l 'aprh-mld l , un vio lent 
orage a abatt l t  sur la region de Soulalne de Morv l l -
l lera et d 'Epoth6mont . ' 

Deux jeunes gena de cette dernlere loca l l te,  Nl­
colas  Baveux, Age de 24 ens et Edme lura t .  Age 
de 21 ens , qui  gardalent  des bes t l aux pres du 
fort de l 'etang de V l l lemahu,  furent foudroy6s sous 
un arbre qui  les  abr l tal t .  

l e  l endema l n  mat l n ,  Nlcolas  Can l vet , l i eutenant 
en l a  just ice de Morvi l l iers ,  se tran spor ta . avec 
son greff ier ,  Fran�ols  T a s s l n  e t  Mlchel Bou l lenger,  
sergent, a l 'endrol t  ou l e s  jeunes gens avalent et6 
tues.  

1 1  trouva les corps et cadavres desdl t s  BaveuY e t  
lurat s u r  lour  seant . l e  d o s  lppt�yes contre ur-. 
petit pommler sauvage , etant sur la r lvo ae! bol s  
usegers d e  Morv l l l l er s  . . .  

lesdlts  deux cadavres ava ient ete acci centes rar 
le tonnerre e t  �c la i r  d ' l ce l u l ,  suivant ce qui a 
apparu • leur v i sage , e t  e stomac to .Jt nol rll  .. t 
brules . •  

D 'aprea Et lenne, Monographle d'Epothemont. 
Jeudl 14 novembre 1 743 

A Ossey- les-Tro i s - M a l  sons,  • sur l e s  2 ou 3 heu­
rea aprh ·mldl [ . ] on a entendu de gras coups 
de tonnerre accompagn6s d 'ec la l ra ,  de pluys e t  de 
gre a l l  en abondance • .  

Archtvea communelea. Aeleve aux Arch .  dep. 



-----

1 5  aout 1 746 
l n  luudro tomba b R hcure s  llu mat l n ,  sur l a  

gran11n 11 'uno l t : r rtuJ d 'l :paune . Cello yranue fut  In·  
<. C n d i l� e .  de l l lt! I I IC que lf!S ecur l c s VOI S illO S .  

Archives depart . E .  1 6 1 . C i t e  par E .  Maury, 
o p .  e l l . ,  p. 1 9 .  

26 ju i l let  1 75 1  
( I\  Font c nay clo - Bos snr y ) . Mar l c  l�ger.  f l l l e de 

L ou i �  L �ucr ,  l ahour e u r .  et de Marle �eger,  8�Je de 

d i .l( · hu l t n n s  I I I Hi t ro moi s .  ayant ete f rappee du 
tnnru:r "'"" l ' •!o l l se l o  vingt - s l x  Ju l l le t  e s t rnor t e  
s u r - I n  - r.hr unp  et a c1c l nhumee l e  l endema l n  dans 
l o  r. l m c t • c •  c t lu c c t t n  paro i s s �  e n  prescnc� rill , , _ ; ... 
L rJUi  � L •!oc r .  M i c h c l  Lcnm . Andre C l er a m  t:t E t 1 enne 
8 f! r t r  nnd qui  unt s l gno pour l a  p l upart . . .  • • � 

Bullet in  parol u l a l  (minute) .  Ao love oux Arch . de 

I 'Auho . 
30 aout 1 76 1  

l e  c lochcr d o  S a l n t -U rba i n dont l a  l eg�rete rt�pon­

dalt " t 'e l eoonce de l 'c d l f l � e .  e st f r8pp� de la , 
foud ro . C 'c s t  dcpu l s  cc tt e epoque que I on. vo l t  
l ' l n l or mo t alwt l l! r e  servant d 'abr l  b l a  sonne n e .  

Aufouvre , l e a  tabl cttc s hlstorlques d e  Troyea. 
Voir au s s l l u c l e n  More i - Paycn, Aim. T .  A .  1 935 . h 
27  juin 1 764 . A Punt - s ur - Solne . • le 27 ju l n , ve i l l e  de la pet 1 te 
t e s t e  O l c u  { . )  sur l e s  s i x  heures du solr ( . ) 1 1  a 
f a i t  1 1 1 1  uragc cpouvantab le ( : )  entre al • t res deux 
coups de tonnc r re a f a l r o  f r e m l r  l es plus d�terml ·  
ne s .  1 1  t1St to mbo sur c c t t e  Eg l i sc ou parol sse e n  
t ro i s  cndro i t s  1 : 1  l e  premier cam�alf ( 1 )  ou cot�p 
de foudro a tMcouvert  to comble du creur et I a 
parc ou r u  tfan s  l 'entl ro l t  oit e s t  pose la c ro f x  en 
forme d ' orcan c l c l  en c c l atant [ . ]  br l sant une par· 
t ic cle l a  thu i l l o  et se jetan t  encore sur dautre 
couver turcs du bat l ment a cost� . 

la dou x l tHlle foudr e a per ce un mur de 6 p l eds 
dcpa l ssour a cote de l a  sac r l st l e dans la chambre 
du cur �\ ,  et 8 comme prls p l a l s l r  a jeter  l c s  p l e r r c s  
c l  l c s  dccomblcs sur son l i t .  1 1  y avo l t  d a n s  
I act (  I t o ) chambrt3 un pet i t JesLJs dans une creche l - I 
1 1  a �ta  m i s en morceoux et le pet i t  l i t  de t a l f e ·  
t a s  s u r  l cquel  !enfant J e s u s  e s to l t  couche a e st e  
t r an!\por t 6  dan l\ l 'autro chambre at tenont aans estre 
endornood . l a  louctr• a perc6 un aut r e  mur par e t l l o 
� p a l s scur pour se t rcn spor ter dans l a  sac r l s t l e ,  ou 
e l l e a f roppa en p l lf s i eurs endro l t .  L 'enfant du 
c h an t re 8 vu du l eu qui vo l t l go l t  e t  s 'en e s t  
bnf u i t en p l curant ( . ]  C o l u l  du bedeau qu i e st o l t  
dans l cg l i sc a e st e jol t�  p a r  terre . apparamant par 
l ' i rnpu l s lon d e  l a l re ( . 1 Car 11  dlt avo l r  e ste pous se 
e t  n 'a po i n t  cu de m a l  que l a  peur . Au s econd 
coup aussl  e l f rayont que l 'autre ( , I  le tonne rre 
e st tomhe d an s  la c u i s i n e .  ou sestoll  refug i c l e  
Cure avec l a  I nee d e  s e s  sreurs ( . ) Cette foudre 8 
e c l ate comm a l i s  sor to l ent et a envl ronne cette 
sowr qui e st tombee comme morte au pled du 
Cure qu i se s t  enf u l t  dan s  l a  s a l l e  e n  cr i ant ( : • ) ma 
ereur e st htee du tonnerre ( • . )  Deux de ees 
neveux ( . ) a ccs mot s .  ont fondu e n  l 'erme [ . 1 

E t  le curt\ retournant sur s e s  pas pour voir  ftl  
l e  f e u  avo l t prl s  [ , )  a t rouve sa smur qu i se 
relovo l t ,  en lul  dl sant { :• 1 vous nestes done pas 
mor te ? l •  1 E l l e  a r�pondu que l l e  n 'avol t  r len en · 
tcndu ny vu [ . 1 mai s seul ement sent l  un coup sur 
l a  teste qui  r · avo l t  rcnver see . 

C 'e s t  une espece de m i r a c l e  [ . )  car le Cure a vu 
p l u s l e u r s  car e nu x  do f e u  l e ntourer et l es t roupes 
fJu l  e s tolent  en garni son ont vu sort l r  l a toudre c n f l ameo par la chemlnee de c e t te cu i s ine . A ppar anwn t que ce1 1e · m13me foudre 8 au s s l 
p a s s e  dan s la c hamhre au de ssus , on s o s t  appe n;u 
ctu ' e l l e  ovo 1 t ouvc t l deux batans ou portes d 'armo l r  p a r  l c 5  nons mr h i c 1 1 en dcchl rant l e  bo i s  e t  I �J s  dc rnontant  commo ftvcc • m  mauva i s  c i scau . O n  !';est 
aus s i  nppnr<;u qu ' l l  avnl t pe rce l e  mur au de ssu:J 
clu bam: d e s  margul l l i c r s  et  que do l a  [ .  1 i l 
a v o i t  1 1 1ont e . tans la t r i bune a coste do l a cu i s i n e  
ou i f  n l a i t  b i c n  du ravage . L ' i n s tont d 'avant ! . ) 
c e l l o  p l aco r.stnit  occupee par la p l u s  jc une d e s  
s n�ur s c lu Cure qui t . ) hourcu sement veno l t  do 
qu 1 1 1 e r c t: t t e  p l ace pour cou r l r  apre s scs neveux 
dont e l l o  c s t o i t  l nqui t H c .  Cette so l l i c l t ude l u y  a v 11 l u  la v i e . c a r  l a foudre l 'a u ro l t  redu l t  en cen·  
d r c ,  

E n  u n  mot 1 . )  c.o jour l a  l e tonnerre a son ord l ·  
n a i r c .  a f a i t d e s  choscs su r pre nantc s c a r  1 1  a 
a u s s i  e s t c  tomher a cent  pas de l a .  v i s  av i s l a  
por t e  de l a l c r m i e r c t.lt :  Pr l eurc . 

E t  c ' c s l  un m i r a c l u  que le pr l eu r c  appartenant 
8 Mon s it !ur l a bbe de F l oury 1 . 1  Eve sque de Char · 
t r e s .  n ' a y •� pas c s t o  cunsti i i iC par l o :t  t l a ml)s ot 
c mq ou s i  ptH sonnc s roduitcs en cendr e . 

-----------

C 'est  ce que le s l e ur Baudou i n  [ . ]  Cure cer1 1 ·  
t i e  veritable pour 8VO i r  v u  par luy m�me tout 
ce qui e st cy dessus et des au t res par ts ( . ) r a p ­

port� s a Pont le 28 j u i n  1 764 . B audou l n  { . )  cure . 
Co l l ect ion communa l e . 

( I )  C1rruu : Poe t iquement : • Car re aux de l a  
foudre • .  Expression d u e  au l a  i t  q u e  I '  on croy a l t  l a  
toudre formee d 'une matli�re so l l de q u e  l 'on corn­
par a i t  aux carreaux d ' arbalete . J . O .  

1 768 
[ A  l l gno l - l e -Chateau ] • l 'ete a e t e des p l u s  

orageux ; on a sou l f e r t  d a n s  quant i te de Pay s  d e  
l a  g r e l e et du tonne r re • .  

Note d u  cure I n  Reg i stre parolsaial  [ m i n u te ) .  
A e l eve par l e s  Arc h .  d ep . 

27 juin 1 772 
[A Gumery ) • l e  vingt-sept juln 1 772 sur les on1e 

heures du so l r . 1 1  y a eu un or age d e s  p l u s  
v l o l e nts et un v e n t  l mpt!tueux accompag ne d 'e c l a i r s  
t r � s  v l f s .  cont i nue l s e t  d e  tonner re s .  Hull  granges 
ont ete 8battue s dans l aparoi sse ( ; ) · beaucoup de 
to i l s endommages.  de ma i sons decouve r t e s  r : )  des 
arbre s arrachez , cas sez . tor t l l l e z  en d l f ft h c n t e s  
man l e r e s  de sorte que l 'on a �te obl i gez d e  couper 
bien des bol s  avant leur temps . l e  f racas que 
tout ce la c auso l t  e mpecho l t  de d i s t l ngu<!r le 
tonnerre .  1 1  n 'y a po i nt eu de gre l le ( . )  les  g r a i n s  
ont t res peu sou f fert [ . )  

Cet or8ge a dur a dans sa force pres d 'une 
heure ( .]  1 1  a tenu p l u s de quatre -vlngt  l l e u e s  
de p a y s  e t  c a u s e  dans beaucoup d ' endro l t s  de s 
dommages b i e n  p l u s  conslderab l e s .  l a  nece s s i t t e 
ou on se trouva l t de tous costez de f a l r e  des 
reparat i ons ont fait  monter l e  prlx de l a  thui l e .  e t  
des journees des ouvr i e r s  q u i  o n t  prof i t e  d e  l a  
c l  rconstance . • 

Note du Cure Tonne l l ler  In Regl atre paro l a slal  
( mi nu te ) .  Re levee a u x  Archives de I '  Aube . 

24 mal 1 773 
A R ac i ne s .  • l es nommes E lo l  Ber lot . E t l enne . 

Chai l l e y .  manouvri e r .  derneurant au hameau des 
Cou s turots , de cette parol sse de Raclnes e t  For ­
geot , t l sserand aud i t  l i e u .  ont ete l nce nd ie s par 
l e  feu du clel  l e  24 m a l  qui • r o d u l t  fou r s  bllt l ·  
mon t s  e n  cendre s [ . ) O n  ne pouv a i t  en approc her 
tant l e  feu �tait  ardent  • .  

Regl atre paro l s a i a l ,  c o l lect lott communa l e .  R e l eve 
aux Arch ives d epar t . 
1 0  aout 1 774 

Un orage d 'une g rande l ntens l t e  e c l a t e  au - d e s s u s  
de Troyes et de l a  b a n l i e u e .  l a  foudre c a u s e  u n  
l ncendle a Sa i nt - Me sm l n . e t  u n e  trombe compr omet 
ce qu i restalt de troment sur p i e d .  

Auf auvr e .  l e s  tab lette s hlstoriquea d e  Tro y e a .  

27 juin 1 783 
V i o l ent orage qui repand l 'ef f rol  dans la v l l l e . 
Le tonnerre ne ce ss e  de g ronder pendant p l u ­

s l e u r s  heures d e  s u i t e . l e  t l u i de e l e c t r l que f rappe 
l a  v l l l e  e n  plus de vlngt place s ,  sans cependant 
occasionner d ' l ncendi e . 

l e s  eg l l ses de Sai n t - N i z i e r  de Troy e s .  des v i l ­
l age s d e  Salnte- Syre e t  d e  S a i n t - leger,  sont t rap­
pees de l a  foudre . 

Aufauvre , Les tablettes h i ator l que s de Tro ye s . N . B .  Dans SOS reg l st r e s  paro l s s i a u x .  le cure d e  
la Ferte · Mace.  en Nor mandi e .  a n o t e  ce qui  s u i t  : 
• Oepu i s  le 1 2  j u l n  jusqu'au m i l i eu d ' octobre 1 783 ,  
on a remarque dans l ' a i r  pendant p l u s i eu r s  rnol s .  
des brou i l l a rds sec s que l e s  phy s i c i en s  d e  notre 
temps appe l l ent brou i l l a r d s  e l e c t r ique s . 

l i s  ont beaucoup o b s c u r c i  ! 'a t mo sphe re et nous 
derobai ent les rayons du sole i l  e t  de l a  lune deux a trc i s  heure s  8prcs leur  lever et sur tout  apr e s  
l eur couche r . l e  so l e i ! e t  l a  June pendan t l e s  
br ou l l l ar d s  e t a i ent rouge s comme du sang d u  
mat i n au so i r . •  

1 1  ju i l let  1 788 
V i o l e n t  or8ge qui . pendant toute la  nu l l .  cons terne 

tou s l e s  habltants de Troyes et du vo i s i nage .  
l e  c l ocher d e  T hennc l i e r e s  e st foudroye .  
Aufauvr e . Les tablettes h i s torlqu e s  de Troye a .  

Lundl 8 septembre, 1 788 
lundi 8 sep tcrnbrc . a s i x  heure s du sol r .  deux 

homme s de Prec y - Sa i n t - Mart i n  turent f r appe s de 
la foudre et t r o u v e s  mort sur l e  c he m i n  de t r a ·  
ve rse d e  l e smont e t  Proc y . Cet acc i dent a r r i v a 
au p rem i er coup de tonnerre qui  preceda la pl u i e .  
O n  a ob ser ve sur l a  t i H e  du nommc O e l igny une 
p l a i e d 'cnv l ro n  deu� pouces de l ong sur  un de m i ­
pouce de prof ondeur.  8vec une cav i le d 'un pouco 



1 1  n 'y a eu.  heureusement . aucun accide1 1 t  a de ­p l orer . •  
l'Aube , mardl 22 aout 1842. 

Vendredi 9 juln 1 843  
• l e  9 j u l n ,  l a  foudre e s t  tornbee a A rembecourt 

sur la  rna l son du s l eur lorphe l l n ; e l l e  a seu le : ment b r l s e  le tuyau de la cheml nee • 
L 'Aube, mardl 20 j u i n 1 843 .  

· 

Aout 1 843 

s o u s  tu p c a u  ; I o s  c hcvcu x etoicnt g r i l l e s .  1 1  y 
8 V O i t  0 SCS  ja l l i!JCS et clt! SSOUS l c s  do i g t S  de S e S  
p i ed s  t in l e u c r o �  meur t r l ssurc s .  auxqu e l l e s  cto i e nt 
c o l l tw �  de pc t i t o s  parce l l c s  du c u i re de ses sou· 
l 1 cr s ( dcclur�s pur l a  foud r e ) .  tou s ses hab i t s  
c t n 1 cnt en morcenu x .  sans aucune p l a l e  apparcnte 
sur so11  corps ( Juo c e l l e  de l a  te t e .  1 1  paroit  q u ' l l 
a e t c  cnvc loppc par la foudre . et q u ' e l l e  a f a i t  
c 11 ploslon sur l u l  : c a r  on a t rouve s o n  a rgent 
o i ns i  quo d e s  lambcaux de ses habi t s .  jusqu 'a 
V I I IYI  p a s  ; scs lJns de coton etoicnt sculemcnt c r i ·  
h i e s  de t r ou s .  l e s  cane lures de son po r t e-co l l e  • Nous l l sons dans l e  dernier  numero de 
d ' arucnt  ont cto· fondus par l e  f l u i de e l ectr ique . • l 'Echo d 'Arcls • :  
e t  s c s  bou c l e s  de j a r r c t lcres e t  de sou l i er s  du;'"' 1 1  V a peu de jour s ,  vers sept heures du mat l n  

1 memo mf'ltal  tor t i l l i c e s  et  noirc i e s  ; m a l s  sans envlron. par un temps c a l m e .  ma i s  sombre e t  
! f u s i on ; sc s  boutons d e  manches q u i  etoient d 'tHafn p luvleux,  un g l obe de feu s 'est mon t r e  aux yeux 
n ·ont cprouve aucune a l t e rat ion . Son camarade de p l u s l eu r s  personnes qui s e  trouva i ent c.Jans l e s  
m o r t  a t r o i s  pas c.Je l u l , n 'avo i t  aucune p l a l e  appa · r�e s  de Plancy (canton de M�ry , arrondi ssement 
rente. mais seul ement un peu de sang e la bou · d 

,
Arcl s- sur-Aube ) .  et 1 1  a d i sparu l nstantancment.  

l che : cc qui  prouve qu ' l l a e t e  suffoque par la l .apparl t l o n  de ce m�t�ore l gne a fHe accompagne 
\11apeur sulphureus e . d un violen t  coup de foudre qui a cause un ebran-

Journal do Troy ea , 17 septembre 1 788 . l ement gen�ra l .  

1 2  J'u i l let  1 789 
le f l u l de 6 1 ectr lque,  en fai sant Irruption p a r  le 

t�yau du po6 1 e  d a n s  un ate l i e r  ou une trentaine 
Un orage e c l ato au-de ssus de Troyes . la f oudre d ouvrlers bonnet l ers etal ent occupe s .  8 s ecoue 

cause p l u s i eurs dommages au refectolre d u  Cft�· v l o l emment ceux qui etai ent a s s l s .  
lege . · l'un d 'eux,  homme dejll Age et a l l e l nt de dou-

Aufauvre . Los Tablettes hlstor l quea de Troyea. l eurs rhuma t l smales assez a l gu e s ,  sen t i t  l e  f l u l de 
Vendredi 8 avril 1 842 l 

trapper la fonture de son metier  et j)d s s e r  sur 
Vendr e t.l l  c lcrn l e r .  8 tro i s  heures apre s - m l d l , l a  fou· son vi sage :. presqu 'au meme moment , l e  banc du 
dre est  tombee 8 Nogent - sur- S e i n e .  par l a  che m l ·  m e t i e r  et I ouvr l e r  furent lances 8 quelques pa s 
nee du s l eu r  Arncdce D e l aunay.  bou l anger, cour . de l a .  

. • 

G n l l c t .  pendant q u ' i l  cta i t  avec quelques person ·�( 
f 

Cet 6v6nement para.r t jusqu let  avo l r  eu u ne I n· 

nes tout pres cte cet t e  chcm l nee . le tonnerre a l uence plutOt bentH rque que facheuse sur la  
cause peu de d6giHs .  e t  n 'a heureusernent atte l n t  s ante de c e t  hor:nm e ,  c a r  1 1  n 'a p a s  encore . dcpu l s  
pcrsonne ; 1 1  e s t  sort l  e n  ca ssant un carreau de la aecousse qu 11 a ress.ent l e ,  eprouve les dou-
I.J par t e  v i  tree de la cou r .  La commotion a ete s i  leurs rhumat l smales q u i  I ava l ent traval l l e  c r ue l l e -
t o r t e  q u e  t o u s  l c s  vo l s i n s  o n t  cru q u ' i l e t a l t  tombe mel�t Jusque- l a .  • • 

chcz cux . M a lgre le p l u s  abominable temp s ,  1 1 
Aube , 1 7· 1 8  aout 1 843, p .  3, col . 2 .  

s 'est trouve d u  mor�de e n  . u n  c l l n  d ' w l l pour Nult du dlmanche 26 
por t e r  des secour s .  a 11 en eut 6te beso l n .  On en au 1 di 27 J 1 1 8  a ete q u i t t e  pour t a  peur . un anv er 45 

Petites-Aff lches de Nogent. • Une bourrasque de vent, qui s 'est  f a i t  sent lr  

Mardi 12 juil let 1 842 
• On nou s e c r l t  d e s  A i ceys . 1 3  ju l l let  1 842 : 
H l c r , dans l ' aprbs ·m l d i , le tonnerre e s t  tomb� 

dans l a  m a l son de M. G6rard · Ve r d l n .  propr l 6 t a i re 
A A i c e y · t taute · R i v e  : heureusement , personne n ' a  
t H e  tu6 n l  b l e s se\ L e  f l u l de e l ectr ique s 'e s t  d l r i ge 
d " abord s u r  un f i t  de f e r  servant 8 f a l r e  mouvo l r  
une mac h i ne qui . p l a ceo au-dessus d 'u n  t uyau de chem l nee . e s t  c.Je s t l n e  � empecher l a  fumo e . 
A la favcur de eel  appar e l ! .  le f l u i de s ' est  I nt r a ·  
duit  dans une p i ec e  c.Je l ' etage supor leur . ou 1 1  
a degrade u n o  pet i te  port i on de mu r .  en prenant 
pour conduc teur une t r l n g l e  de grands r i deau )( .  Oe 
Ill.  1 1  c�t descendu dans l a  sa l i e a manger . ou 
l e  couve rt etait  m l s .  Mme G t hard· Verdin prepara i t  
son dessert  a cOte d e  l a  chemlnee , lor sque . tout 
• coup . l e  f l u ide per�ta l e  mur au-dcssous de la 
g l ace.  et couvrlt  cctte dame de p l at ra s  e t  autres 
debr i s .  sans l u l  f a l re aucun ma l .  l 'tHat  de surd l t e  
de c:e t t c  tlame . occas l onne p a r  s o n  A g e  avanc e .  ne 
l u i  av a i l  pas pe r m i s  d ' entcndre l a  detonat ion . la 
pendu le qui etait sur la chemlne e .  ainsi que d ' a u ·  
t res objets �lect r i sa b l e s  qui se trouva l e nt d a n s  
l a  sa l l e .  n 'ont po i nt ete derange s .  nl  endomma· 
ges.  

E n  sortant  de l a  s a l l e ,  l e  tonnerre a entralne 
nvec l u i . A travers un carreau . p lusieurs frag­
ment s de p i  li tre  retrouves de pui s  dans l a  cour. � 
que l que s h1c t r e s  de l a  fenctre . A cet i n s tant , M .  Gcrard-Verdin qui  e t a l t  sur son per ron e t  se d i spo � a l t  8 r e n t rcr  pour se m e t t r e  
a t ab l e .  e s t re ste c o m m e  ancant i et sut f oque p a r  
l " odeu r du souf r c .  sans cependant qu ' i l  l u l  a r r l v ilt 
de p l u s  f)rtll ltl ma l .  Poursu ivnnt  s a  cour se rapidc . l e  f l u l dc est  a i i P.  
d e  l a  d a n s  une m a i so n  vo l s i n e .  e n  s ' i nt rodu l s ant 
par  l a  r.hc m i noe . La. i l  bru l a  lege rement l e  j a r c t  du s i e u r  B u o t  ( d i t  l e  Prus s i e n ) .  e t  ce l a .  chose 
c tonnan t o .  sans e ndommager aucunement son pan·  
t a lon . •  L ' A ube , samedl 1 6"  j u i l l e t  1 842 .  

Mardi 19 ju l l let 1 842 
• M a rcli dern i c r .  a q u a t  re heur e s  du sol r .  l e  t n n ·  

nc r r e  e s t  tomhd tl 8 a r · sur · S c l n e .  s u r  l a  urande 
cro i x du c i me t l fHe . la p ierre  q u i  l u i  . se r v a l t  c.Jc 
pied a et� b r i sc e  en n l u s i eur s morceaux . • L 'Aube , mardl 26 j u i l let  1 84 2 .  

Dimanche 9 aout  1 842 
• l a  foudre e s t  tomhc e .  d 1 manc he clc r n i e r .  dans 

p l u s l e u r s  cndro l t s  c.Je notre vi l l e ( Troyes j .  

dans la n u i t  d e  dl manche 8 l undl , a c aus� · de 
grands dommages aux habltants e t  aux propr l e t e s .  

On n o u s  rapporte q u e  l a  foudre e s t  tombee e n  
p l u s l eurs endro l t s ,  entr 'autres � Cussangy, sur l a  
mal son d u  s l eur Joseph l a f frat : apr�s avo l r  penetr6 
par l a  tol ture du gren l e r ,  el le v a casse une d e s  
s o l l v e s  dtt p l ancher e t  es t  de scendue dans u n e  
des c h a m b r e s  du rez-de -chaussee , ou e l l e a d�­
grade tau s les mort i e r s .  l e s  personnes q u i  e t a l ent 
couchees dans cette mal son en ont ete qul t t e s .  fort  \1 he�reusernent P?Ur l a  peu r .  car  e l l e s  n 'ont e p rouve -� qu une commot i on e x t raordl na l re qui  l e s  f a i s a i t  

-.r / trembler dans leur l i t  . •  

le Pet it Courrler  de Bar- sur-Seine c i t e  ( sans 
date) dans L 'Aube , no des 27-28 janvler  j anvler 
1845. 

Jeudl 1 1  septembre 1 845 • [ A  Troye s ] .  jeudl s o l r ,  v e r s  s i x  heure s .  l a  fou­
dre est  tombee sur u n  p i n  du jard l n  d u  s l eur M a u ­
gous t ,  l l monad l e r  8 la Tour - Bol l eau . 

P l u s l eurs personnes qui se t rouva ient  chez ce 
der n l e r  a 'en apercturent a l 'ode ur s u l phurcuse qui 
tout a coup l e s  l ncornmoda . 

• Leur con11 1 ct lon devlnt  encore p l u s  g rande sur 
I action d�;� f l u l de e l ectrlque ,  lorsqu ' l l s  v l re n t  pen­
dant 1 0  m r nutes de l a  fumee s ' echapper d e  l a  clme 
de l 'arbre res i neu x .  

La foudre n ' a  l a l sse n u l l e  autre t race d e  son 
passage . • 

l'Au�e .  no date 1 4 - 1 5  sept . 1 845, p .  2. col . 1 .  
Vendredl 24 ju i l let  1 846 • Hler,  vers dix heur e s  du soi r .  l a  foudre e s t  
l?�lbee s u r  l a  c a �erne d e  l a  gendarme r i e  ; sur I a r l e  dro l te des bat l ments occupe s par M M .  lcs 
o f f l c l e r s .  . l a  foudre n ' a  cause fort heurcu sement 
aucun evenement fache u x .  

Aujourd 'hu l .  1 1  est  f a c i l e  de v o i r  q u 'une v l ngta lne 
de tu l l e s  o n t  e t e  soul evees ou brl see s .  On re1 1 1ar ·  
que �galement avec cur losi te  que quelques mor­
ceau'\ de c e s  t u l l e s  o n t  ete e n  que lquo �orte v l t r l ·  
f l e s  p a r  l e  f l u i de e l ec t r i que . U n e  so l l ve du g r e n i e r  a ate a mo l t l e  rornpue . une c h e rn l n e e  que lque 
peu lezardee et que l ques plerres qui  f orrna ient  
cordon en ont �te a u s s i  dctacheo s .  

• E n  penetrant t.lans l e  gren l e r .  l e  f tu i d e  a l a l s se .  d une man l e r e  I no f fensive des t races sen s l b l e s  
de s o n  passage , pu i s  e s t  ressor t i  p a r  l a  part i e  norc..l · 
ouest du biit irnent . et a rou t e  le long du qual  aux 
p l e d s  de M. Baude sson,  d i recteur des cont r i bu · 
t i ons d l recte s .  qui se renda l t  avec sa de01u i sc l lo 
et son f i l a  a la soi ree de Mme Ooye n .  



Un uuvrl or r.ordonnl n r  qui se t rouval t  pr�s de l a  
g c n c l n r me r l o  0 ote ottu l nt p a r  le f tu icJe ; cet  hommo 
no pouva n t  r d s l ster h l o  vivo commotion qu ' l l  
c p ruuva,  tomba A terre. m a l s  p c u  apres 1 1  put 
se r c� l over ot  gaoncr � A  derneure . • 

l ' Aube, 2 5 · 26 ju i l ltst  1 846, p. 3, c ol .  1 .  
• l o  s lour lopp l n  qu i .  l e  24 j u l l let,  fut v l o lem­

ment atto l n t .  prcs de l o  caserne de l a  gendarme­
rie par l o f lu ldo electr lquo, est aujourd 'hul s i  dan­gerouscmcnt molade, que l e s  mede c l n s  perdent 
tout c !' p o l r  do l e  sauvo r .  • l ' Aube, 2 · 3 nout 1 A06, p. 4, col . 1 .  

• t t i cr ,  24 J u l l l e t , vcrs hult  houres du sol r ,  l a  toud r o  e st  tomb�e a Nogcnt·en·Othe p r e s  S a l n t ­
t>.1a r d � .  e t  y a consume d e u x  mal sons et une 
ecur l o  . • 

l 'Aube,  25·26 j u l l let 1 846, p. 3, col .  1 .  
Vendredl 28 aout 1 846 

\J� la prem l � re des s i x  vaches 

. 

a �te tu6e, deux 
domest lques ont �t6 renverah par l e  coup.  la 
grange 6 t a l t  rempl lo  de fum6e et de pous sl�ro . 

le dommage est d 'envl ron -400 F . •  

l 'Aube , 1 2 · 1 3 j u l n  1 864, p .  3 ,  col .  2 .  

Mardl 7 Juln 1 864 
• Accident cause par la foudro . 1 Mardl dern l e r ,  pendant I '  or age qui  a 6clat6 sur fi l a  va l l ee de I 'Aube , vers uno heure de l 'aprh­

m l d l , un des ouv r l e r s  occuptb ' l a  tranchee de 
Jessalns a et6 frapp6 morte l lement par la foudre , 

1 • •  11.... un second a 6t6 renverd et a 6prouv6 de v l o l entes j doul eurs aux epaules,  et u n  tro l s l �me a rossentl  

I les  effets du f l ulde 6 1 ectrlque dan s les jambes.  

Vondredl sol r ,  vers n e u f  heures ,  l a  foudre e s t  
tomb�o t. lagc sse. p r � s  Chaource ,  sur  u n e  mal son 
couvorto  e n  pal l l e .  l nstantanement e l l e  a ete en- ' 
vahl o  par l e s  f l amme s ,  a l n s l  que deux autres mal·  • 
sons prosque contlgue s .  A len n 'a pu 6tre aauve . 

L 'Aube, 30· 3 1  aout 1 846, p. 2. col .  1 .  

Ces trot s ouvrl e r s  avalent qultt6 l e  chant l e r ,  e t . 
au l i eu de s 'abrlter sous des aaplns comma 
leurs camarade s ,  l i s  s 'etalent sauvh en courant l J e s s a l n s .  l 'ouvr l e r  mortel lement f rappe hablta lt  
Dolancourt : 1 1  s 'appel l e  Lou i s  Col l l n ,  et  est Age de 1 '\ 32 ans . On n'a trouv6 sur  son corps aucune trace 
de blessuro : mala son chapeau a t H6 d6ch l r 6  et 
carbon i s e .  

l e  M6morla l .  

Lundl  28 septembre 1 846 
• Uno l et t ro que nous recevons de Blal ncourt 

nous onnonce quo l a foudre e st tombee, l e  28 sep­
tcmhro . vers c l nq heur e s  du aol r ,  � Juzanvlgny,  
canton do Sou l a l n o s ,  nu domici l e  du s l e u r  lal l e­
mand, pc r o  dos malheureux lncend l e s  de la ferme de la  FQI I c .  

D e w<  bottes cte chonvro dcposeos p r h  de l a  cho­
mln�e ont seu lemont tHe consumees,  grAce au'l( 
per sonno s de la  mal son qui  ont pu etouffer,  des 
son p r l nc l p e ,  ce germe d ' l ncend l e .  la  foudre 'l'a 
l a i s s o  do son passage aucun autre l nd l ce • .  

l ' Aube, l er -2 octobre 1846.  

Samedl 21 mal 1 864 
• Un l nccn d i e , occas l onne par la foudre, a e c l ate & Cormost ( c a n ton de Oou l l ly) ,  l e  2 1  courant b 

m i d i , au domic i l e  du s l eur  N l c o l a s  Mosdl e r ,  mar­chand d o  ·bo l s  et  a dtHr u l t ,  e n  mol n s  d 'une heure,  
taus l c s bM i rno nts alnsl  que l e  mob l l l e r  qu' l l s  ren-fermalcnt . . . • 

· 

l'Aubo,  25·26 mal 1 864.  
• On �cr l t  de Bar ·sUr·Selne,  que samedl  dern ler,  

2 1  mal . vers deux heures de l 'apr e s ·m i d l , un vio­
lent  o r aoo a caus6 des d�gats cons l ddrables  dans 
p l u s l eu r s  communes de la  vallee de I 'Ource et 
do l a  Seine : � lache s .  � landre v l l l e .  t. E ssoyes ,  a Vcrpi l l c res .  a Cunf i n ,  a Buxcu l l .  a Nuev l l l e .  b 
Gye . 3 Cour teron : et d a n s  quelques aut res loca­
l i t c s ,  les v l g nes e t  l e s  arbres fru l t l er s  ont et6 de­
t ru l ts  par  l a  gr6 1 n .  

D e J :.  c c s  communes avai e n t  eu beaucoup l sout­
f r l r  de la  gel�e : mal s aujourd 'hul  on y con s l ­
d e r e  l a  r�co l t e  de l a  v l one cornmo compro m i s e .  • . 

L 'Aube, 27-28 mal 1 864 . 
• On nous ecr l t  de Vaudes que samedl dernl e r ,  

2 1  courant,  l a  foudre e s t  tombee sur l a  berge r l e  
d u  s l eur  N l co l as Brunet , propr l 6ta lre .  D e u x  agneaux 
ont �t6 tues .  la c l o l son derno l l e .  et l a  tol ture brl ­
scc . •  

L 'Aube, 27·28 mal 1 864 . 
• le 2 1  du courant dlt  I 'Echo d'Arcl1,  la foudre 

est tomb�e :. Droupt·Salnte-Marle ,  sur la mal son 
habl tee p n r  l e  s leur Jaubert,  l6on. bonnet l e r .  
C e l u l - c l  c ta l t  sort l . 

En rentrant . 1 1  remarqua des degAts dans la m a l ­
s o n  e t  d a n s  sa g range ; c l nq carreaux d 'une fen!­
tre e t a l cn t  c a s s e s . 

1 1  n 'a r i e n  eta bru l e  . •  

L ' A u b e ,  mardl J t  m a l  1 864.  p .  3 .  
• O n  !lOllS ecr l t  d e  Vaudcs que,  samedl dern l e r ,  

2 1  c ou r ;�n t .  l a  f o u d r c  e s t  tombce sur  l a  berg e r l e  
du s i eur N l c o l a s  Brunc t .  propr i c t a l re .  D e u x  agneaux 
ont  ete tues.  l a  c lo l son dernol l e ,  e t  l a  t o l ture b r l ­
s e e .  Un commencement d ' l ncendle s 'e st d�clar6  
dans l c s  fo u r r a g c s  plac�s ou·dessus de l 'etable : 
m a l s  de prompts secours ont arret6s l e a  progres 
du feu . • 

l'Aube,  2 7 · 28 m a l  1 864 , p. 2. col .  2 .  

Jeudi 2 Juin 1 864 
• Je ud l 2 j u l n ,  d l l I 'Echo d'Arc l s ,  vers s i x  heure s  

du s o i r ,  u n  uraoe d ' une a s suz grande violence a 
eu l i e u  sur la c ommune de Chasser icourt . le ton·  
n e rre e s t  tornbe sur une ecu r l e  appartenant � 
M. P i e r r e · l oul s Traval l lot , ou 1 1  a tu6 une vache . 

1 1  e t a l t  c n t r �  par la to l tur e dont 1 1  a broy6 uno 
o rande quant i ! �  de t u i l e s . Olvcrsc s p i eces de bu l s  
� u l  t o r ment c 1 6t w e  a u  buut do l 'ecur l e .  o n t  ilt6  
br i see s avec f r ac a s .  

Jeudl 1 6  novembre 1 876 
Jeudl dernler ,  16 novembre , entre quatre heures 

et dem l e  et s i x  heures du sol r ,  un o rage v i o lent,  
prtk6d� d 'une p l u l e  d l luvi enne,  a ctcl at� Is Faux­
V I I Iecerf, canton de Marc l l ly - lo - Hayer . le tonnerre 
est tomb6 sur l a  mal son du s l eur S l ron·Cha l loy,  
marechal - ferrant Is Faux-V I l l ecerf . la f oudre a coupe 
l a  chemlnee de l a  forge constru l te  e n  b r l ques 
comme avec un couteau et a rase l a  t o l ture . les 
br lques ont 6t6 6parp l l l 6 e s ,  b r l sees toutes e n  me­
nus morceaux, et e l l e s  ont vole l sept ou hu l t  
rn�trea a u t  o u r  des batlments.  Un f us l l  charge .  
p l ac6 d a n s  l ' l nterleur de l a  mal son a 6clat6 par 
suite de l a  commotion ctl ectrlque . Uno forte 
detonat i on s 'en est sulv l e .  Des pl aque s de tO ie  
ont  6t6 tordues en splra le . Aucun autre acci dent 
ne s'est man l fe st6 .  et personne n 'a et6 b less6 au­
dcdans des batl mont s .  sur  les  murs desque l s  l a . 
foudre a marque son passage en p l u s l eurs endro l t s .  

L'Aube , Vendr .  2 4  nov . 1 876, p .  2 .  col .  -4 .  
Septembre 1 898 

• A Aamerupt , M. Ferrot,  l 'auberglste du v i l l age 
qui , depu l s  le  matln s 'e st p l a int  de la cha l e u r  ac­
cablante , se t r a l ne penlb len1ent sur l e  pas de 
sa parte . Atte lnt  de rhumat l smes a l gus aux jam· 
bes,  1 1  ne se d�place qu 'avec des cannes et  tout 
ef fort le fat igue . 

Comme 1 1  tourne la t�te pour regarder vers 
l e  centre du pay s ,  un e c l a i r  g l gantesque sulvl d 'un 
hor r i b l e  c l aquement le  f oudro l e .  

Projet6 v l o lemment au fond de l a  p i �ce,  1 1  tombe 
sans conna l s sance ; on l e  ranl me d l f f l c l lement ,  

J ma l s  le  malheureux reste prostr6,  completement 
aveugl e .  

1 1  n e  retrouve progresslvement l a  vue qu 'au 
· bout d 'une d l z a l ne d ' heures . 

les dou l eurs s 'ot t�nuent a lora  et 1 1  s 'aper�olt  
avec une surpr i se ernerve i l lee que ses rhuma-
t l smes ont compiMement d l sparu . · 

Mme J .  Gagnlere,  VIe en Champagne, no 270, 
P ierre Gauroy, 

la ter,. de aes col6res.  Cite  par M me J. 
Gagnlere. VIe en Champagne, no 270, p .  1 5 .  

Mardl 5 juln 1 900 
• A Troye s,  le  tonnerre est tomb6 dana l 'an­

c l enne proprl6t6 de M. Marot,  prh de l 'u s l no Quln­
qua r l e t .  • 

Le Petit Troyen, mercredl 6 j u l n  1 900 .  

Mardi 12 juln 1 900 
• la foudre est tombee non loin  de Pargu e s ,  sur 

une meu l e  de pal l l e  appartenant 8 M. Aegnler­
V i r e y ,  c u l t l vateur Is Pargues . 

Cette meule qui comprena l t  envl ron 1 600 bottes 
de pal l lo de b l 6  a 6t6 total ement detrulto.  

C 'est  une perte de prh do 500 francs pour le 
prop r l � t a l r e .  

Le Pet it  Troyen, vendredl I S  j u l n  1 900 .  
• le 1 2 cou r a n t ,  v e r s  t r o i s  heures de l 'aprh · m ldl , 

M .  Aegnault Char l e s ,  Ag6 de 60 ans , propr l et a l re 
aux A l ceys , revena l t  (ies champs .  � Ayant p6ntHr6 dana son ecurle o u  se trouva l t!nt 
quatre vaches e t  un cheval , 1 1  vlt une d e  s e s  1) vaches etenduo � terre : e l l e  avalt  e t e  foudroy�e : 
l e s  autres anl maux qui  se trouva i e n t  dans la 

4 meme 6curle n 'ont eu aucun ma l .  
M .  Aegnau l t  e st l me s a  vache 500 franc s .  1 1  y 1 

assurance . 
I bid.  



7 au 8 ju i l let 1 9 1 9  
• Au x  R i ce y s . . .  l a  foudre est tombee s u r  l a  

po l nto d u  c locher entre mlnult  e t  une heure du 
mat l n ,  lncendlant l 'e d l f l ce qui brula ll l a  f a�on 
d 'uno torche .  • 

Comm i s s i on nuHeorologlque de I 'Aube.  Aesuml1 
des observations f a l t e s  it Troyes et dans l e s  d l ·  
versos stat i ons du departement en 1 9 1 9 .  Annuai ra 
do I 'Aube pour 1 92 1 , p. 88 . 

Jeudl 1 2  mal 1 92 1  
Sau l cy . •  l a  loudre a endommag6 deux poteaux 

t e l�phon l que s .  • 1 , . � ... la Tribune de I 'Aube. Mardl 1 7  mal 1 92 1 . 

I � 
2 mal 1 921  

• l e  2 mal , un orage assez I ntense . venant d u  
sud e t  se d l rlgeant v e r s  l e  nord , embrase tout 
le  d6partement mains l 'arrond l s sement de Bar-sur·  
Seine . 

. . .  Une chute de foudre est  al gnal�e • Barberey 
sur l 'uslne e l ectr lque • • 

Comm. met�o . . .  Annualre de I 'Auba pour 1 922. 
p. 60. h 
Olmanche 1 5

. 
mal 1 92 1  

Juzanv lgny . • O r  age aussl  v io lent que dans l e s  ) 
commune s v o l s l ne s .  la foudre tomba sur 1 '6table 
de M. E rnest  Brou l l lard,  tuant l e s  deux vachea qui  
s 'y trouval ent . • la Tribune do I 'Aubo, mercredl 1 92 1 . 

nouv r t� s - l e s - V I gne s .  • . . . la foudre est  tomb6e sur 
le  c locher . heureusement sans l ' lncend l e r .  • la Tribune do I 'Aubo, mercredl 1 8  mal 1 92 1 . 

lagcsse . • Oi manche , vers 1 3  heure s ,  un orage 
d 'une assez grande violence s 'est  abattu sur notre 
commune . . .  Au cou r s  de cet Clrage, l a  foudre tomba 
en di vers e ndrolts . Chez M. A l card J u l e s ,  e l le ar­
racha une rampe de la cquverture : chez M me 
veuvo Chamo l n .  e l le tomba dans l a  chemln6e sans 
causcr de degA t s ,  m a l a  Mme Chamo l n  et l 'une 
do ses l i l i e s  qu i  se trouvalent prbs de l a  che­
m l nee en ressent l rent une v lo lente commotion 
dans l e s  J ambe s .  Oans la  campagne , p l u s l eu r s  ar­
bres furent  �galement attelnts de la foudre.  • La Tribune de I 'Aube, mercredl 18 mal 1 92 1 .  

G e l onne s .  • V.er s  2 heures d u  sol r ,  l a  foudre 
tomba sur l 'etab l e  de M. Boulet  E m l l e ,  de lon­
gueperte e t  tua u� veau.  

Uno bot te de pal l le commen�a m6me • f lambe r .  
Sans l a  pre sence d 'esprlt  d 'un vol s l n ,  M .  Pra s l l n ,  
q u i  accou r u t  ll l a  v u e  de l a  fum�e sortant d e  
l 'etable ,  u n  s l nl stre p l u s  grand auralt  e t �  • d e ­
p l o rer . • h Tribune de I 'Aube, mercredl 18 mal 1 92 1 .  

A r sonva l . • C 'est surtout d e  2 heures l 3 heu­
re s JO qu ' i l  ( l 'orage) a eclate dans toute s a  forc e .  
l e s  e c l a i r s  s l l lonna lent l e s  nues ,  tandl s  q u e  l e  
tonnerre g rondal t  sans I nterrupt ion.  l a  foudre 
tomba en trois endro l t s .  abattant , a l a  sort i e  du 
v i l l a g e .  un poteau tt H egraphlque. • h Tribune de I 'Aube, mercredl  18 mal 1 92 1 . 

Montau l l n .  • la foudre est  tombee en trois  en­
dro l t s  sur des poteaux te legraphlque s ,  m a l s  ne 
cau sa presque pas de degat s .  • 

la Tribune do I 'Aube , vendredl 20 mal 1 92 1 . 
fre snoy - l e · ChAteau . • la foudre e st tombee e n  

p l u s l e u r s  endrol t s .  C h e z  M .  Ganne-Aoy, ferml e r  au 
Uaut-Ch�ne . e l le frappe it mort un cheval  qui se 
trouva l t  dans un pare proche de l a  forme . • la Tri bune de I 'Aube, vendredl 20 mal 1 92 1 . 

Argan�on : • L a foudre tomba sur un peupl l e r ,  le  
l abouront  pre sque de haut  en ba s .  • la Tr ibune de I 'Aube , vendredi 20 mal 1 92 1 . 

Ar r ent i ere s . • l a f oudre e st tombee sur un pol­
r l e r  a ppart e nant a M. Aub ry e t  s l tue a env l ron JO m d e s ha b i t a t l o1 1 s .  • la Tribune de I 'A ube ,  18 mal 1 92 1 . 

C r e s py - le -Nauf .  • Penda nt t ro i s  quarts d 'heure 
les e c l a i r s  e t  le tonnerre f l rent rage . . .  la toudr "  
tomba � p l usieurs  repr i se s  s u r  des poteaux t e • e  · 
graphi ques et des ar bres l sole s .  • 

la Tribune de I 'Auhe , mercredl 18 ma! 192 1 . 
Morv i l l l e r s . • . . . l6 f l u i de electr lque toucha d i ­

v e r s  endroi t s  d u  pay s , notamment l 't H ab l l s sement tltl M. B r i s son . caf e t l e r ,  ou 1 1  occaslonna d e s  me· 
faits curlcux et  de s dcgats assez l rnportants . . .  • 

h Tr ibune de I 'Aubo , Jeudi 19 mal 1 92 1 . 

M ercredi 25 mal 1 92 1  
V a l l l e re s .  • . . . l a  fuudre o s t  tombee s u r  l e  

b4tl ment agr icole  d e  M .  Oai l lant E m l l e ,  causant 
des deuii ts  mater i a l � .  la Tr ibune d e  I 'Aube, mardi 3 1  m a l  1 92 1 . 

Dlmanche 5 juin 1 921  
fre sno y .  • le Tonnerre e st tombe d a n s  l e pare d e  

l a  ferme de l a  Borde exploi tee par M . 8 1 e iner . 
Une vache a ete tuee au m i l ieu du t roupeau . 

Vendeuv r e .  • la foudre est tombee en p l u s ieur s 
endro i t s  sur une g r ange. • 

la Tribune de I 'Aube , mardl 7 j u i n  1 92 1 . 
V i l l i�rs- Herbi s s e .  • la toudre e s t  tomhee chez 

M e r a t - Mony,  sans cependant causer d ' l ncend i e .  
le  f lu lde.  apres avo l r  fort eme nt d e t e r l ore t1 � u l(  
t u y a u x  d e  chemlnee e t  que i que peu ma l me ne l a  
couve r ture e n  artlo i s e ,  n 'a pa s cau s e ,  f o r t  heureu­
aement. d 'accident s  de per sonne s .  l a  Tribune d e  I 'Auba , mercredi 8 j u l n  1 92 1 , p .  J .  
col . 3 .  la Tribuna d a  I 'Auba, mardl 7 j u l n  1 92 1 . 

• On a a regretter la destruction d 'une part le du 
c loche r de l a  v ie l l le eg l l se de Pe l -et -Oe r .  datant 
du XV I •  s i ec l e . 

la foudr e ,  tombee vers 4 heur e s ,  sur . la f l eche. 
provoqua l e  feu a la  fe rme . Mats ce ne f u t  que 
vers 5 heures qu'on a 'aperc;ut de ce commence· 
ment d ' l ncendle et que les seccu r s  purent etre 
organi ses par les pomplers de l a  commune a s s i s· 
tes de l eura col le gues de V l l l ehardoul n .  

O n  conc;ol t  la d l ff lcul t6 de l a  l u t t e  entrepr l se 
contre le f l �au . Neanmo l n s ,  les c l ochetons f l an­
quant  l a  t leche ont pu 6 t r e  pre serve s .  

Par au l te d e  l a  de s t ruction d e  son suppo r t .  l a  
c l oche e s t  tombee,  s a n s  b l e s se r  aucun d e s  coura ­
g e u x  sauveteurs .  

C o  n ' e s t  que p l u s  tard dans l a  soi ree que t out 
danger d 'extenslon de l ' lncendle put etre d e l i n l ­
t ivernent e c a r t e  . • la Tribune de I 'Aube ,  mardl 7 j u l n  1 92 1 ,  p. 3. 
co l . 1 .  

Dlmanche 1 7  jul l let 1 92 1  
• le 1 7  [ Ju i l let ) .  le  temps e s t  lourd e t  ora­

geux ; un orage venant du sud e c l ate vers 6 he•• 
res  e t  de m le et a 'et  end sur tout l e  departement 
mains l ' arrondi ssement de Bar-sur -Aube . . . 

' 

La foudre tombe a Sal nt·Andr e - l e s - V e r g e r s  . . d 
demo l l t  une chemlnee . . .  

Comm. meteo . . .  Annualra d a  I 'Aube pour 1 921 .  p. 62.  

Mercredl 10 aoCtt 1 92 1  
Bar - s ur - Aube . • . . . 1 1  etall exactement une heur� 

du m a t l n ,  la foudre eat lombee sur  l e  c locher 
Salnt- P i erre , fai sant vo ler  en e c l a t s  toutes 1 - �s  
ar dol se s  du f a i t e ,  c'est -ll-dlre la  polnte ou l a  par·  
t i e  depu l s  l e  dOme renfermant le  c locher ,  l a l s sant a nu l e  tav l l lonnage qui se t rouve fort endom­mage . 

le feu se declara ensu l te dans la charpente . 
m a l s 1 1  s 'eteignit  de l u l -meme , noye par la t r ombe 
d 'eau qui  s 'abattlt  aus s i t O t .  le  so l et a l t  h i e r  r e ­
couvert de tous l e s  deb r i s  de ces ardol ses et des 
bou t s  de tav l l lons consumes .  

Heureu sement que les habltants des mal sons en·  
tourant l 'eg l l se aval ent ferme l eu r s  per s lenne s ,  
s a n s  qual 1 1  n e  sera i l  p a s  reste , p a r  su i t e  des 
e c l a t s  d ' ardo l se �t ,  un seul  carreau aux tene trc s .  
C epend ant , l 'un des e c l a t s  a at te int  quand meme 
et  ca s se l a  v i tre de l ' l mposte de l a  de meu r e de 
M D e l e t t r e ,  cocher . Heureusemcnt au s s i que le 
feu se sal t ete int sous l a  forte chute d ' eau , 
car,  en ral son de la v i o lence du vent , l e s  f la rn·  
meches aural ent communique l ' incendie a tout 
le pate de mal sons se trouvant de c haque cot� 
de l 'e g l l se e t  dont l a  p l upart sont e n  bol s .  

D ' autre p a r t ,  a l ad i t e  e g l i se Saint · P i e r re s e  
t rouve enc l a v e e .  au m i d i , uno pet i t e  mai son com­
prenant  une chambre a u  rez-de-c hau s see e t  une 
ch ambr e a u  prem i e r  e t age . l aque l l e  est occupee 
p1r M me veuve Beaugu i l lo t .  menage re.  Or . l ..t  � o u ·  
d r e  e s t  d e s cendue par l 'esca l i e r  condu i s ant  a u  
premier  e t a ge , ap l a t i s sant c o m m e  u n a  v e r i t a h i e  
g a le t te  un t u y a u  rand de c u l s i n i e r e  appar tenant � c e t t e  per sonne,  pui s  l it  u ne hrcchc dans l e  
mur  de l a  charnbre du rez - dc · chau s s e e  s a n s  causer  
de degats a l a  v a i s se l le depo s e e  sur lcs  rayons 
s i tu e s  pres de cette br eche et  f i n a l e ment d i spa r ut 
par ou e l l e  e ta i t  venue , apres avo i r  cause une 
f rayeur , toute naturel le  d ' a i l eu rs , a Mme Beau· 
g u i l l o t  . . •  • 

la Tribuna de I 'Aube , +Yendr ed i 1 2  aout 1 92 1 ,  o. 2 ,  
col .  3 .  

Bar -sur -Se i ne .  • . . .  la foudr e  tomba en deux en­
dro i t s  d i f fe r e n t s .  sans cau sc r de degat s .  

Jeudl 1 er juin 1 922 
Font a l n e .  • l ro l s ouvr lcrs ,  M M . Chare t r a l re , 

Fourmy et Pament i e r .  qui  eta lent occupe s a l a  
mal son. s 'e t a i ent . a l 'approche d e  l 'orage . r a t  ... � i h  



dnns le t n s  du f o l n .  la foudre tomba non lo i n 

d ' n u x .  mal s aucun ne fut  atte l n t .  • 

l• Tribune de I ' Aube . 

lundl 1 6  lui l let 1 928 
Troyes . •  C hez M. t tugo , cu l t l vateur aux V l e i l l e s  

V l onos.  l a  foudre tomba s u r  l ' ecurle aux vachc , ,  
n e  produ l �ant aucun deoAt,  m a l s  pre sentant  un 
ph�nomeno assez caract e r l s t l qu e .  U n  c a r r e a u . d e 

cotte ecur l o  fut troucc commo au p a s s a g e  d_ u n e  
b o l l e .  Aucuno biHo ne f u t  atte l nte .  U n e  _vo 1 tu � e  \ ger b l ere rnngoc devant c e t t e  e c u r l e  fut  d e p l .ac e e  

de 1 0  met r e s . L ' antcnne de T . S . F .  d e  Mme M a i SOn· 

nave f u t  rompuc sans autre d e  g a t . 
le transformateur t H e ctr lqu e  de Sa l nt - Parre s - a u x ·  

T c rtre s .  � hnu t e t e n s i o n  de 2 0  000 vol t s .  e u t  s o n  
f l l  d e  t e r r e  arrache.  3 p l o m b s  d e  haute et 2 p l omb s 

de ba s s e  tens ion furent fondus . • 

Troye s .  la foudre uetru l s i t  le pote l e t  e l e c t r i qu e  
amenant l a  l u m l ere aux vest l a l r e s  (du S t a d e  d n  
I 'Aube ) . • 

Creney . •  M me Bertau x ,  charcut i ere , vaquant aux 
be so l n s de son commerce . apc r�ut sou dai n e ment 
uno gerbe de f eu J a l l l i r  au-de s s u s  du c l ocher d �  
l 't\ g l l s e .  la foudre t o m b a J t  e f f c c t i vement s u r  l .e 
c l ocher,  des�qu t l i brant le coq , ar rachant l e s  a�d o • · 
s e s  de la tol ture de haut en b a s  dans une l l gne 
e n  S et les proJot ant dans l a  cour de ! ' hab i ta t i o n  
de M .  B r l c l o t · B o r t haut l a vau . • l a  foudre tomba 
sur l a  granoe do Mme Vve Gob i n ,  arrachant les 
f errernents do l o  por te . • 

La Valotte (Cntn e  do L avau ) .  • la foudre tomba l t  
b le ntM s u r  l a  grange de M .  H l ppo l y te Gerard.  
78 ons . c u l t l vateu r .  

Ce dernler ,  a l l t6 depu l s  6 mo l s .  atte l nt d ' une 
maladle de cceur.  etalt  eu l it  sous l a  garde d e 
son gendre M .  Farde t .  • 

Sous la v i o l ence du tonnerre.  M .  fardet qu i t ·  
t a l t  le  mal ade e t ,  sortant de l a  m a i so n .  ape rceva l t 
la bou l e  de f e u  d6val ant la tolture,  s 'abattant sur 
une pompe � ma i n pour s 'ecraser  dan s l a  c ou r . 

Croyont que le feu a l l a i t  se commu n i q u e r  au 
b M i ment.  M. Fardet donn a l t  l 'a l a r me . 

Au pr l x  d 'un ef fort  surhuma l n .  le septuag � na l r e  
ae leva e t  se rend i t  s u r  l e  seu l l  de sa chambre . 1 1  n ' y  res ta · que que lques seconde s .  retourna 
p�nlb l c me n t  eu l i t  ou 1 1  tomba foudroy6 par la  
commotion . 1 1  6t a l t mort.  • 

Lundl 1 6  jul l let 1 92� 
Savlilres . •  A 20 h 30 . les t\ c l a i r s  s i l l onnerent  

l e  c i e l .  l a  foudre tomba en . p l u s l e u r s  endrol t s s a n s  
eucune c h u t e  d ' eau .  

M .  e t  M m e  f l a m l sset . vaquant dans l eu r  cu i -
s i n e .  aperc;urcnt une gerbe d 'tW nce l l e s  j a i l l l s-1 s ant c1 'un potcau - l u rn l e re v o l s l n  et rc�urent une 
commot ion s i v i o l e nte qu ' l l s  furent  l m pu l s s ant-.  n 
tout mouvemen t .  pendant p l u s  d 'u n e  heure . 

La toudre tomba 6gal ement sur l ' habltat io!l .de 

Mme T l x erant . depla�ant une armoire et proje·  

tant Mme T l xerant � terre . Oans sa chu t e .  cctte 
dftme fut  l eg(n cment blessee e t  dut rece v o i r  les 

solns du doctcur Oupont .  de Payn s .  l e  jeune 
Tappre s t .  Age do 0 an s .  qui j ou a i t  dans l a  co• �r 
de ! ' hab i tat ion avec u n  cerr.eau e n  fer n ' e u t  aucun 
mal mal s son corceau fut  bri se . • 

le Pet it Troyen, jcud l 1 9  ju i l l e t  1 928.  p .  2. co l . 3 .  
Montceaux . • Pendant p l u s l e u r s  heure s .  l e s  

e c l a i rs aveug l a n t s  s i l lonnerent l e  c i e l  e t  d e  v l o ·  
lents  coups de tonnerre s e  succ�derent t r e s rap· 
proc he s . 

la t oudre e s t  tombee en d i f f erents e ndr o l t s . 
n o t amrllent  dan� le pare a be s t i au x  de la f t: r r n e  

· de L hop i te a u  ou une d e s  p l u s  be l l e s  vache s du 
t r oupC 3 1 1  f u t  f rappee a mor t .  • l le Pet i t  Troyen ,  vendredi 20 j u i l l e t  1 928.  p .  2 .  
c o l . 4 .  

Samedi  4 aout 1 928 
S a i n t e  Sav i ne . • les rn e f a l t s  de l a  f oud r e . E l l e  

e s t  tombce s u r  l o  monumen t a u x  M a rt s .  l m portan t s  
dc g a u . 

Au cou r s  de l 'orage qui e c l a t a  dans la n u i t  de 
vendredl  a s amod i . vers  2 heures uu ma t i n .  se 
s u c c thle r e n t . au - des sus de S a i n te - S a v i n e .  de f r a ·  
c a s san t s c o u p s  de tonner r e .  le c o q  e n  bronze . q u i  
s ur mon ta i t  l e  momHncnt  a u x  Mart s .  e r i ge au rru l i e u 
du c l mc t i E n e .  f i t  pa r a tonnc r r e  et le monume nt , e n  
f o r m e  de py r aml do .  f ut foudroye . 

H i e r  rnat l ll .  l c s  ouv r i e r s .  en a r r l v a n t  d a n s  l a 
n � c r o po l e .  s ' apc rf;urc r r t du f a i t .  le coq ::Jau l o i s .  
hau t Ju 1 ,40 11 1 ,  e t  pcsar r t  cnvi ron 6 0  k g .  q i s l' i l  tl te r r o .  tla n s  l ' n l lee q u i  v a  d u  rnonu 1 1 1cn t au mur pa ra l l e l e a l a r uu d e s  Noc � .  Tou t autour d u  soc l e 
e t a i e nt  epar S dtl g r o s  l l lOr r.; c aux do p i e r r e . a y o n t  fo r me l a  p <.t r l l e  supe r i e u r e  du t ronc do pyram i de . 

et sur l e sque l s  e t a i ent l n scrlts l e s  nom a des 
heros mor t s  pour l a  France . 

· 

la foudre e t a i t  tombee s u r  une pol nte de l a  
c r e t e  du coq , q u i  a v a i t  e t e  fondue e t  prthenta i t  
u n e  sect i o n  b r l l l a n t e  comme de I '  or ,  et pol l e  
comme s i  l a  l i me y ava i t  tHe passee. le f l u l tJu 
ava i t  s u l v i  le corps m e t a l l l que du coq et le fer  a sc e l l ement qui  eta i t  noye dans l a  p l erre.  Pu i s .  
n e  trouvant p l u s  d o  corps conducteur,  1 1  s ' e t a i t  
repandu r:l a n s  l a  p i e r re qui  ava l t  e c l at e . le IOO'lU· me nt ava i t  ete a l n s i  decap l te et un cube d·l 
p l e r r e .  qu 'on peut e v a l u e r  a pre s de 2 met r e s  

, . .  .; .. 
e n v l ron, g i sa i t  en morceaux autour de l a  ba;;e 
d u  monume n t . E n  tomoan t , les b l oc s  ont cause des 
deterlorat ions aux mo t i f s  d 'ornement . notamment 

I � 

h 

aux ang l e s  de la cor n i che qui  dom l ne le pied'3sta l ,  
a l n sl q u · a u x  couronn e s  e t  palmes q u i  e t a i P. 'lt  
deposee s au p i e d  du monument.  Deux m i l i a � i l o s  
de p l e r re o n t  e t e  a l n s l  proj etes a terr e .  0 J n s  
l a  c h u t e  d u  co q , l e  b r o n z e  t u t  f endu � l a n u i s ·  
s ance d e s  a l l e s  e t  l e  p i edestal  - aur lequel  o n  
l i t  l e n o m  de l ' auteur "lecourt l e r "  - fut tord•J . • 

Le Pet i t Troyen, d i manche et lundl o aout 1 926.  
p .  2. co l . 1 .  

Dimanche 30 septembre 1 928 
M o l l n s - s u r -Aube . • la foudre i ncend i a i re . E l l e  

d e t ru i t  u n e  grange avec toutes s e s  reco l te s  e •  
, une etab l e . 

Un coup de tonnerre ebranle tout � coup 1 !1  
m a i son reve l l l a n t  l e s  habitant s .  M .  l l g n l e r ,  enten·  
dant v i b r e r les f l l s d 'energle e l ect r l qu e ,  se 
I eve . 

1 1  jette un regard dans la d i rection de la cour . 
Une l u e u r  rouge mont ant de l a  g range embrase 

le c l e l .  
- l e  f e u .  l e  feu e s t  d a n s  l a  grang e ,  a 'ecr l e  

M .  l l g n l e r .  1 1  p a s s e  u n  panta l o n  a l a  h A t e  � t .  
a u l v l  u l entOt d e  son pere . s e  prec l p l te v e r s  l e s  
ecu r l e s  e t  l e s  e t ab l e s .  

l e s  a n i maux sont sort i s  n o n  sans d i f f icult� e t  
l aches dans l e s  paturages avo i s i nant l a  ferme .  

M .  l i g n l e r  r ev l e nt a l 'e ta b l e  o u  l e  com m i �  
Kr l g e l ,  I gnorant  du dange r ,  e n  r a l son de 5on 
l n f i r m i t6 - 1 1  e st a t t e i nt d 'une surdlte com p l i He 
- dart a po l ngs ferme s .  1 1  r e s l ate aux t l r a i l l e ·  
m e n t s  de s o n  p a t r o n  e t  n e  consent ll bouy c r  
qu 'apres a vo l r  vu l a  l u e u r  de l ' i ncendle qu i d e j a  
embrasa l t  ! ' ensemble d e  la g r &tJ g e  et gagnalt  l a  
t o l ture de I '  e t a b l e  . •  

La Tri bune de I ' Aube, 1 er·2 octobre 1 928, p .  3 .  
col . 2 .  
25 mal 1 930 (� A Sa i nt - l e ger - sous-Br l en n e ,  deux f e m m e s  � ont 11 atte i ntes par  la f oudr e ,  m a l s  s ' e n  t l rent  avec des 11 b l e ssures peu g rave s .  

'j , A l manach T. A .  

1 3  juln 1 930 
A Magny-fouchard, un cu l t l vateur est  tu6 par 

la foudre . 
A l manach T. A .  

1 5  juin 1 930 
l a  foudre tombe sur l e  c l ocher de l 'eo l l sc de 

Planty . 
A l manach T. A .  

1 8  juin 1 930 
A Rosnay- I ' HOp l t a l ,  une ferme e s t  l ncend l ee par 

l a  foudr e .  
A l manach T .  A .  

2 jui l let 1 930 
A Coc l o l s . u n e  g range e s t  l ncendl6e par l a  foudre 

e t  dtHru i te  e n  que l q u e s  i n s t an t s .  
A l manach T .  A .  

26 m a l  1 93 1  
l a  toudre i ncendle l c s  maga s l ne d e  l 'u s i n o  

Touron a Troye s .  
A l manach T .  A .  � 26 juin 1 93 1  I Une jeune femme de 1 9  a n s .  a Mathaux , est � g r l evement b l e s see par l a  foudr e . 7} A l manach T. A .  

4 juil let 1 93 1  
· 

A B l a i ncourt , l a  foudre tombe sur une fermo 
e t  l ncend i e  les commun s .  

A lmanach T .  A .  

12  juil let 1 932 
L a  f oudre i ncendie une ur anuu s i se a Arc 1 , ,  

route d e  T o r c y . 
A l man•ch T. A .  



1 5  juln 1 933 
l a  foudro l ncenll l o .  a Pl noy, u n  cor ps de '>Ar l ·  

mc 1 1 t s  e t  d e  deux granges,  l e  tout appartenan t  au memo propr l t Ha l ro .  
A l manach T .  A .  

22 ju l l let  1 933 
Un c u l t i v ateur do Po l vr e s  e s t  t u �  par  l a  fou· 

dre .  a doux cents mt:tres de son exploi tat ion 
A l manach T .  A .  

1 0  juin 1 938 
A Rosnoy - I 'Hopi t a l . la  foudre dtHruil la  grange 

d 'une C lC p l o i t at l on a g r i co l e .  1 , . � ... 
A lmanach T. A .  

1 4 avr i l  1 946 . .  
Un myst e r l eux e n g l n  sera l t  tombe � prox l.m i • e  

d e  For c t - Chenu ( Cno d e  Salnt -Pha l ) .  l e s  chan · 
c: e l l e r i e s  sont a l ertcos . . .  Le gouvernement demandu 
u no enqu� t e .  

1 1  n o  s ·ag l t .  t res probabl ement . q u e  d 'un phe · 
nomime e l ectr ique appc le • choc en retour • .  , 

A l manach E . E .  

30 jui l let 1 946 
l a  foudre lncend i e  une mal son a lhu i t r e . 
A lmanach E . E .  h 

28 aout 1 949 
A Avant- l e s - Marcl l l y ,  l a  foudre s 'abat sur un 

b fl t l ment a g r l co l e .  L 'ecu r l e  et la  gr ange sont �n­
t ler oment dt H ru l te s . 

A lmanach E .E .  

12 juln 1 955 
A Aadonv i l l l e r s .  l a  foullre tombe sur les depen· 

dances d ' une ferme . 
A l mnnach E . E .  

18 mal 1 959 
Une f erme de Gumery est  dotruite par un lncen· 

die provoque par l a  foudre . 
Almanach E . E  .• Almanach lnd. 

20 juln 1 959 
A V i l ly - lo - Marecha l .  la f oudre l ncend i e  one 

grange ; a Champigny, une tHab l e .  
Almanach E .E .  
l a  foudre a l l ume le f e u  a u  c locher d e  Pouan· 

lh-Va l l ee s .  A Jeugny , e l l e  p rovoque un debut d ' i r> ­
cendi e .  

Almanach d e  l ' lnd. 

25 juln 1 959' 
A R adonv l l l i e r s .  l a  foudre l ncendi e  un bat i mf'nt 

d 'une e lC p l o l tat l on ag r l co l e .  
Almanach E .E .  

26 ju in  1 960 
A S a l o n .  l a  foudre embrase une ecu r i e . 
A l manach E . E .  

23 mal 1 961  
A Vann c s .  hameau d e  Salnte- Maur e ,  l a  foudre 

lncend i e  deux hangar s  e t  un garage de feune . 
A lmanach E .E .  

1 6  septembre 1 964 
A l a  V l l lcneuve -au-Chate lot , l a  foudre l ncend i e 

une e x p l o i t a t i o n  agrico l e . 
A lmanach E .E .  

28 mars 1 966 
A Ba gneu x · l a - Fosse . un cu l t i vateur est tue par 

la  foudr e qu 'ava l t  a t t l ree la fermeture a g l i s S i fHe 
de son blouson . 

A l manach E .E .  

23 mal 1 966 
A £ a'r bercy . l a  f oudre l ncendie une grange . 
A lmanach E . E .  

2 1  aout  1 966 
A V i ap r c s - l c - Pe t i t .  l a  foudre provoque un incen·  diC . Une f e r  me e st total ement detru i t e . 
A l manach E . E .  

1 5  ju i l let  1 967 
l a  f o u d r o  provoque deux i ncend i e s .  I ·un a 

S a i n t - l e g e r · !'OU S - M arger l e ,  l ' aut r e  a Sain te · Mauro 
A l manach L. C h . 

20 ju i l let  1 967 
A Troy e s .  rue de l a  Aepubl i que . En ple i ne nu ! t . 

unc f o r m i dab l e  e xplos ion ravage de s appa r tcme n t t  
d a n s  I ' i mnwuble de l a  pat i s se r i e • L c s  l 1 1 l i 'l 'l  • .  

l 'nt rnosphc rc or ageuso peut accrcll l ter l a  these rt 't..: n  
phCIIOIIIC I IC C l cct r iquo . A lmanach E . E .  
2 a o u t  1 967 

P r e s  d e  Marole s - s ou s - l lgn iere s .  l a  fot u l r e  t r nppn 
un pomp i c r  qui  s 'appr c t o i t  a t l re r une fusee pa r a ·  
gr b l e . 

L ' ec l a i r  bu1 l e  l ' w i l droi t de l a  v l c t l me . A l manach E .E .  

28 septembre 1 967 
D a n s  l 'aube . quatre ince n d l e s  provoques p a r  l a  foudre ec l a tent en 1 2  heur e s : a luye r e s .  Magn · · c ou r t . Orv i l l i e r s  et V l l l ehardoul n .  
A l manach E . E .  

1 r r  aout 1 968 
La foudre l ncendie le g r e n i e r  d ' une mai son Ju Hameau • L e s  Boul l n s  • • pres de Ma r aye -en - Othe 
A l manach E . E .  

2 aout 1 968 
A M a r a y e - e n - Othe , l a  foudre provoque un l r. ­

c e nd i e dans une ma i son d 'hab i la t i o n .  
14 juin 1 969 

B a r · sur·Aube . Dans cette local i t e .  l a  f oudre pro­
voque u n  debu t d ' i ncend l e  dans une mal son 
l n h a b i t e e .  

A l m.nach E .E. 
16 juln 1 969 

A Jeugny. la foudre tom be sur un arbre qui 
ab r l t a i t  un c u l t l vateur et  s a  femme : ceu'( ·Ct sont 
b r u l e s  au deuxi eme degre.  

A l manach L. Ch. 

9 juln 1 970 
En p l e lne n u l l .  lt Bar- sur -Aube . la foudre pro· 

voque un l ncendle dans une m a i son d ' habital lon . 
Almanach L. Ch .  

17  ju ln  1 970 
la foudre provoque un l ncend l e  dans des depen · 

d a n c e s  a g r i co l e s  de Cussangy .  
Almanach l .  Ch. 

23 mal 1 971  
E n  p l e i ne nul t .  i Troyes,  l a  foudre provoque u n  

g rave l ncend l e  dans un pate de v l e i l l e s  malson s .  
Si x pe r sonne s  sans abr l .  

Almanach L.  Ch. 

3 aout 1 974 
A M a r l g ny - l e -ChAte l .  la foudre tue t r o i s  per·  

aonn e s  : un c u l l i vateur .  s a  femme e t  son f l l s  de 
16 a n s .  T h l e r r y  qui  dechargea lent de l a  pa l l l e dans 
l a  cour de la  f erme du Mou l i n . 

-

La remo rque et le tracteur sont embra se s . 
M .  et Mme Andre Hazouar d ,  re spect l v e ment ages de 46 e t  44 a ns , l a l s sent a l x  orphe l i n s .  

A l manach E . E .  

12  decembre 1 97 4 � 
La foudre m e t  l e  feu au campan l l e  de l 'eg l i se  

d e  Sainte- Maure . 
Almanach l . Ch. 

1 8  aoCat 1 975 
Au c o u r s  d 'u n  o r a g e .  l a  foudre t ombc sur l e  

c l ocher de l 'e g l l s e  d e  Sou l a l n e s . Ce l u l - c l  prend 
feu l mmedi atement et  s 'ecrou l e  que l q u e s  m i nutes 
plus t a r d ,  dans une I mmense gerbe d e  f l amme s .  

L ' eg l i se .  datant du XV I •  s l e c l e .  c l a ssee monu­
ment h l stor l que , est aauve e .  l e  s i nl stre  sera c l r ­
con scr l t  deux heures plus lar d .  

C 'e st l e  deu x l e me lncend l e  en un slecle . 
Almanach L. Ch. 

19 jui l let 1 976 
la foudre p rovoque l ' l ncend i e  d 'une bcrge r l e  

a Magny- Fouchar d .  D l x  moutons on t ete  carbo· 
n i s e s .  l e  feu a ensuite  gagne un s i lo a g r a i n s  
e t  une g range . 

A lmanach L .  Ch. 

1 0  juin 1 977 
la foudre provoque l ' l ncend i e  d ' une grange a 

Voue . 
A l man�ch l. Ch. 

1 8  ju in 1 977 
Neuv i l le - su r - S e l ne . Un v i o l ent  orage s ' abat s u r  

l a  region bar sequan a i s e .  Spec tac l e  d ' Apoca l y p s e . 
la foud r e  f r appe la vener ab l e  statue de Not r c - Oa l l l e ­
de s - V i gnes qui , depu i s  1 864 , uiposa i t s u r  l a  colonne 
qui  avail  e t e  e r i gee a son i n t e nt i o n .  l a  f a i sant 
l i t t e r a l ement  e c l at e r  en rnor ce au x .  E t r angc menh i r  
au somme t de l ' eperon d e  C harnpbout o n .  l a  colonne 
cont i nue 8 domlner la val lee . 

M a i s la v i erge au R a i s i n  n 'e s t  p l u s  la pour ben i r  
• l e  v i gnob l e  en v l ronnant . 

J . · P .  Paat lssle.  • L 'Eat-Eclair  •. 2 levrier 1 978. 
20 juin 1 977 

· 

TrQye s .  Un orage d ' une extraor d i n a i r e  v i o l e nce 
provoque l ' i nc e n d i e  d " un g rand m a g a S HI e t  l " e f ­
foudrement d 'une mai son anc ienne . 

A l manach L. C h .  

2 ju in 1 978 
l a  foullr u provoquo un debu t d ' i nct !nt l i e dans 

u n  apparteme n t  du ma i l d e s  Chartn i l l c s .  a T r oyc s .  A lmanach l .  Ch.  



bo l -0009 

' I ' I IOf !GHTS OU T i lE  I IESSDALEll PIIENOl mHON 

E r l j n !J S t r a n d  
P r o j e c t Lend e r , P r o j ec t J le s sd a l en 
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\ !ha t c a n  t h e  l le s s d a l s-phenome non , a n d  s i m i l a r phe n ome n a  i n  o t h e r  pn r t s  
o f  t h e  Ho r l c l , h e  ? Can t h e y  h e  a pa r t  o f  ' o t h e r  d i me n s i o n s ' ? So1 1 1e 
s c i c n t i  s t: s ,  \.Jo r k i n g  in a s t r o- ph y s i c s , hav e c l a i me d  t h a t  t he r e  h a v e  to 
he 1 1  d i me n s i on s . The y c l a i m  t h a t  :i t  Hou l cl n o t  h e  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  
e v e r y  t h i n g t h e y  see a nc l  mea s u r e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r se \.Ji t ho u t ' l e f i n i n 0  t h e � �  
e l e ve n  , }  i m� n s i. o n s .  l t  
T f  t h n t  i s  so , ca n i t t he n  he poss i h l q that t he l JFOs nre n o rma l l y a 
pa r t  o f  s orne o f  t hose seven o t h e r s , t hose t ha t  \.Je o re not nortikl l l y 
a\.,ra re o f  - o r  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  t hem f o r  t r a v e l l i n g ? Th i s  m i llh t e x p l a i n  
t h o se r e po r t s  whe re t h e  \.Ji t n e s s  c l a ims t h a t  t he I JFO ( s )  ' s u d d e n 1 y 

' ' . ' ' 1 d i sa p pea red or su dd en l y  a p peared • \' e have t \.Jo s u c h  r e po r t s  f r om 
J l e s sd a l en . 
The f a c t i s  a l so t h a t  w e  h a ve a l o t  o f  r e po r t s  f r om l l e s sd a l en , h u t f a r  
f eH e r  f rom t h e  s u r r o u n, l i n g c o u n t r y s i. c l e - e v e n  i. f t h e  l iFOs s eem t o  b e  
mo v i n g i n t o t ha t  a r ea . Na y  he t h e  l WO s  j u s t ' d i sa p pea rerl ' h e  f or e t l H! Y 
r ea c h  t h a t a r ea ? 
\ Jh y  w e r e. t h e r e  so m�n y  l JFOs i n  I l c s s ct a l e n ? Some c l a i m  t ha t t h e re j s  a 
c o n n e c t i on h e t, ... e e n  l JFO s i gh t i  ngs an • l  mo v eme n t  ancl  tJ t r u i n  i n  t h e ,; r o u n ll . 

I f  t h e  l J FOs u rc i n  t h e  ' h i d ll e n ' d imen s i on s , a n d  t h e re i s  a <; o n H c c t J o u 
H i t h  t h e  g r o u n d  s t r a i n /mov eme n t ,  ma y he \-le c o u l d  f i n d ou t mo re a i J o u t t h e 

l J FOs ( n n ct a ho u t  some o f  t ho se o t h e r  d imen s i on s ) i f  \.Je t r y  t o  l ea r n  
mo re a h ou t o u r  own g r ou n( l . I n  l le s scl a l  e n  w e  d i d n o t  r e c o r d  a n y  g r ou n d  
mov ell lc n t  : a l l  moveme n t s  r e c o r rl ed h a d  the i r  c e n t r e s  i n  o t he r  pa r t s of 
t h e  Ho r l  d .  Bu t He d i et  n o t  mea n u r e  s t ra i n . S t ra i n  u s ua l l y  oc c u r s  
h e [ o r e  t h e  moveme n t  ( or quake ) .  Nm-1 \.Je h a v e  r ec o n l et l  some sma l l  q u akes 
i 1 1  the l le s sda l e n  a r ea : may he t h e re \.Jc r e  s t ra i n s  in t he a rea at the 
l i 1ne t h e  t JFOs \.Je r e  o b s e r v ed ? 
I f  t h e s e  f u r t he r  d i. mens i o n s  e x i s t , i. t ma y h e  t h a t  t he y  c a n  he u se c l  t o  
c x p  l a i n  some o f  t he o th e r  u n ex p l a i ned p he nome n a  i n  t h e  Ho r l 1l . l la n y  
o f  those w h o  wo r k ed w i t h  t h e  I le s s t l a  l s - pheno1ne non e x pe r i  e n c e < l  SOI I IC 
u J t e x p l rd n ec l  ' d i scov e r i e s ' .  

Some t i mes  l w r i t e  a hou t ' t h e  l JFOs ' , s ome t il ltes a b o u t ' th e  I l e s s d a l s ­

phenomenon ' 
• To me t h e y  a r e  t h e  sa me t h i ng : the rcn son ,.,.h y  T � a v e  

i t  t h e  o t h e r  n ame \.Ja s  t ha t  mo s t  peo p l e m i s u JH l e r s t oocl  \.Jh a t  1 mea 1 1 t  h y  
' l !FO ' • Bu t \.Jh e n  1 s p ok e  o f  ' th e  l l c s s < l a l s - ph e n oHJe non ' 1 t l  i d  n o t  ha v e  
t o  e x pl a i 1 1 Hha t I mea n t . 



S U N D A Y .  A UG UST 5 ,  1 Q 8 4  • " 1 984 f O Q T WOQ T H ST U - T H f GR A M  9 T EXAS ----------------------------------------------------: ;1 1'1"  

Gh ost l ights remain as  Marfa 1 s  to p attraction 
I 

By D E N N I S  STA C Y  unce w e re  I ndian cam pfires. The song. Fo r so m e  re�son. the lights Spulal to tbr Star·Ttlrrram A�ches could have told him better, seem to p refer a n  area aou rnd the 
There is not a whole lot to do in but the two parties w ere hardly o n  N epal lU nch, J ust south of U� 90. 

West Texas a fter the sun goes down . the best of speaking terms at the The l ights, al though fairlyUeli· 
-a nd the surs come o u t  The radio time. a ble, are not something by which 
sution in Al pine signs ore the. a ir Since then. and despite a conti n u· one can synchronize a watch. Pat 
p �omptly at 6 p.m ..  rai n  �r sh

_
i ne, a n d  ir.g controversy a bo u t  whether t h e  Ryan, editor of the Marfa Jndepmd­

wath � t ca b,le or a satelhte dash, tele- phenomenon even e x ists. the l ights ent,  has gone into the brush several 
visio�s still more of  a miss than hit have proven to be M a rfa's most en·  t imes in search of  the lights. ''I've 
propoSJi�n .  d u ring tou rist attraction. Students . . gone o u t  there with some o f  the local 

Of c�'!'� t h�re's McDonald Otr from nea rby Sui  Ross State U nlver· e xperts," R�an said, "'bu_t I 've never 
se rvat9�·�p M o u n t  Locke� out· sity in Alpine, have been known to seen a n ythtng yet. I thtnk a lot of 
s ade roJ./Di ';LS. �ere you can g� th�� �. hold "light pa rties" a long US OO _be- people a re seeing ar he.sdlights on 
last Wed nesday a� each month, the · 

tween the two towns. 1 -� . the Presidlo highway."' 
wea ther wi l l in g, a nd peer through The preferred pe rk i ng spot is . �yan also warned against mista k· 
t he U niye,rsit y  or Te xas' 1 07-inch nur two concrete columns on the 1: tng one or the numerous ranch night t e lescore a t  remote c elestial objects south side of the ro.ad.  about five l ights In the area for the Marfa 
m i l l ions of l i g h t  year5 a way. So pop- mfles east oC  Marfa. w hich mark the Lights. For surters. those are a 
ular  as t h is a c�tivity,  however, that e ntrance to a n  a bandoned Air Force bright e lectrical blue and a re sta· 
r eserva � i o n s  a re required six base. Pilots training there d urin g  tionary, whereas the ghost lights 
months m a d v a nce. . th ·� war were said.  a pocryphally,  to tend toward a pale yello� a n� s� 

Then th ere a re  the Mar! a Lights. ha >'e dropped bags of !lour w here radic movement. Ryan sa1d he IS �ot 
�hostly globu les or phosphorescen t  t h e  l ights were seen, N othing w o u l d  wil l ing to rule out  t h a t  somethmg 
l u m a n osaty that  hover and d a nce be found the followin g  day but a mysterious is ha ppening on Mitchell 
over t he scrub brush d otting M it�h· while spray of scatte red !lour, o f  Fla t. only that he has never �it· 
e l l Fla t .  Tou nsts a n d  locals a l i k e  course. nessed a n ything he could u neq u Jv<r 
have bee n � i n g  and writing a bout cal ly sa y  were the lightL 
the l ights tor m ore than a cen t u ry.  An even taller  tale has i t  �hat a t  
TI1e f i rst recorded report w a s  made least on one oc�asaon a p u rs u mg a ar· 
hy ra ncher Robert Elli.son in 1 88.3, plane was led mto a fatal c rash by 
the sa m e  yea r Ma r!a was named a f · the mischievous l i g h ts. Su p posed ly, 
ter  t he hero i n e  o f  a R ussian n ovel. a pilot p ra cticing n i g h t  flymg was 
f Legend has it that a ra i l road execu· led on a cat·and-mouse c hase over 
t J ve 's wif�. pass i ng t ime d u ri n g  a the ru g g ed terra i n .  At the 

_
last 

wa t e r  st op.  chose the n a me out a! a moment the l ight  d a rted a way m a 
book she was read i ng. l  sudden t u r n  a n d  the plane p lowed 

Before t h e  t ra i n  a n d  electricity, into a mounuin. 
t he l i g h ts contr ibu ted h eavily to "� ore m u ndane acco u n ts  of the 
M esca lero A pache folk lore - the mystery tel l  of a yel lowish bal l  of  
l i g h t s  usual ly  pla y i n g  the role o f  a l ight a bo u t  the size o f  .a basketbal l .  J t  
h e a r t bro k e n  bra ve wa nderi n g  the ma y d 1 m  a n d  f l a re .  h over. rea rra n g e  
d esert i n  sea rch o f  h i s  lost sq uaw.  i tsel f  into seve ra l  other  l u minous 
I ro nical ly,  E l l ison at f irst t h o u g h t  g lot:-es o r  da nce m a d l y  l i k e  a bou nc· 
the h�hts h e  was seem g  m the dLS- ing �11 over the lyrics o f  a n  invisi ble 

J oe  Sk elton. of  Alpine. who ru ns 
the G u l f  station next door to the 
n e wspa per. ssid be had seen the 
l ights on occasion. once counting as 
many as seven separate so u rces. The 
sight ang that made him a believer, 
however.  occurred one night be­
t ween V�n Horn and Marfa, as h e  
a n d  his w i f e  were returning from E l  
Paso. 

Skelton was d riving . H is wife was 
asleep in the front  seat beside him. 
In the rear view mirror he se w  wha t 
h e  thought was an " I 8- w hteler t oo  
c l ose t o r  com forL" Skelton t u rned 
to look over his shoulder and: "Gone! 

Nothing!  J ust like that," he sa i d ,  
snapping h i s  f ingers. Th e n  he add · 
ed , 'Those l ights have made g ood 
Christ ians o u t  o! a lot oC people w h o  
weren't before." 

Aside f rom their  p roselytizi n g  
a bil i ties, t he l ig h ts  a l so  a ppear to 
have a crude capacity to interact 
with their human observers, ei ther 
movin g  !a rttter a wa y  as one a p­
pra.ches, o r  (1 i�appearing. 

Another inci dent reported by 
Skelton is a case in poi n t. He a n d  a 
friend. fol lowing in a pickup,  were 
on their way to a ranch they were 
working on near M cDo�Q ld Q bser· 
v a t o r y .  B o t h  -Y e h i c l e s  w e re 
eq u i pped with CB ra d i os. S kelton 
saw a f lash "as b ri g h t  a s  a sea rch·  
l ight" in  the hi l ls a n d  picked u p  h is 
hand microphone. "Hey! Did you see 
that?" be radioed his f r i e n d ,  and a t  
tha t  m o m e n t  the l ig h t  went o u t  

"We d rove o n  a cou ple o C  m iles 
and the e xact s.a me t h i n g  h a ppened 
again. Soon as we'd it.an ta l k i ng 
a bout it .  i t 'd go o u t ." Skelton sa i d .  

Fra nk Tol be rt.  the late newspaper 
col u m n ist o f  Da l las. n oted a s i m i la r  
pattern. Tolbert, i n  t h e  c o m pa n y  o f  
oth ers. spied a b r i g h t  l i g h t  which h e  
f1rst thought  to be Ven u s. B u t  when·  
ever he stopped the car  for a c loser 
inspection and reached for h is  .:a m ·  
er-a. the l i g h t  w i n ked o u t. 

Lack oC a read y  a nd s i m ple an·  
swer. however. a s  tne carr ival  m a n  
m i g h t  ha ve sa i d .  k ee ps t h e  people 
coming bac k .  In M a rc h  1 984 th e  Wall 
Street Jou rnal se n t a reporter d o w n  
t o  pro w l  t h e  local ha u n t.s  a nd c o l l ec t  

a n�dotes. Du ring the  sa me month j 
SCJf'TtCe s.; devoted ttc; " M yste ncs" 
c o l u m n  to the Marfa Li g h ts, again 
witt'\Qut resolving the issue. 

The a r t icle did briefly review the 
fou r  possible scienti fic t heories that 
have been put forward over the 
years to explain the l ights - phos­
phorescent miner•ls; methane or 
swa mp gas: St. El mo's f i re ta form oC 
nat u ral ly occurring static e lcctrici· 
tyt; and hea d l ights bent and refract· 
ed by tem perature in versions. 

Each. of cou rse . has its objections. 
G eologists have fa i led to locate a n y  
s i g n if ic.a R F deposits of phosphore­
scen t  m i ne"rals in the a rea and t h e  
s u r rou ndi ng  cou ntryside ts decided · 
ly lack i n g  an swa m ps. A lso. there 
d oes not seem to be a n y  clea r a n d  
obv ious focal po i n t for S t .  Elmo's 
! ire.  whic h  seems t o  prefer c h u rc h  
stee ples.  l i g h tning roos a n d s h a ps' 
masts.  
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seen, h:l�lu cinatiom of  rea.listic human figures are oc:casion�l l y  e \·u} ,·ed 
out of \·ague l u m inous forms, a.nd some of the ca.ses oi hal l u cinato:·y 
lights s uggest that the hal l u cination h_a.s been arrested at t his preli­
m..irulry stage , and has failed to reach a more defin ite form ; e.g. , � o. 
408. 1 1  ( see P rocf!edings S. P. R., Yol. YI. , p. 35 1 ) . But there a re  
other cases where t h e  hallu c inatory fonn i s  �ery definite and d oes n o t  
i tseif su ggest that greater defini teness might, u nder different circum­
stances, have been attained. The only rea.Son for regarding such 
hall u cinations as u nde,·eloped is that in some i nstances we seem to be 
a.ble to trace them to suggestion, ordinary or telepathic, and that the 
suggestion in q uestion w ould naturally be expected , if it produced a 
ha.llu cin:J.tion at all, to produce a human figure. The following is a 
case in point . 

(191.  2.)  From Miss Williams . 

" 11, Clevela.nd·terrace, Coatham, Redcar, Septem�r 23rd, 1 889. 

" I  W&S liring at home with my parents at Eston-in-Cleveland . Th ere 
was a working man called Long linng in the vilhlge, not far from our house, 
·whose wile W&S take n  ill. Dr. Fultou, who at that time was staying wit h 
us, came in one night between 9 and. lO o'clock and said �1rs. Long was 
dying . After that we sat tal kin� Ot"er the fire a good while, and then my 
sister Isabelb and I went off to bed. We slept in a back bedroom, and after 
w-e got to th is bedroom I saiu, ' Oh, I'�e forgotten something in the large 
bedroom :• To th is latter I proceeded by myself, and, as I approached the 
door, something seemed to aay to me, ' You 11 see something of Mrs. Lon�, 
living or dead : ' But I thought no more of this, and en tered the bedroom, 
which I had to cross to the opposite end for what I wanted. \n1en I had 
got the things in my hand , I noticed a. lovely light hanging o�er my head. 
I t  was a round light -perfectly round. I had taken no light with me, but 
went for the things I wanted in the dark. I look ed to see if there was any 
light coming in from the windows, but there was none : in that direction 
there was total darkness. I grasped one hand with th e  other and stoOd 
looking at the strange light to be sure that I was not uecei ved and was not 
imaguung it. I walked across the room to the door, and all the way the 
light was hanging between my head and the ceiling. It w as  l\kin to the 
electric light : something of a cloud, though every part of it was beaming 
and running over wit h  light.  It left me at the bedroom door. On first 
seeing i t  a strange impression seized me. and after it left m e  I was so 
impressed that I cou ld not speak of it  to anyone for a day or two. I 
wondered at the time whether it had anything to do with Mrs. Lun�. and o:•n 
inquiry I found that she died j ust about the time when I saw the light If 
'there was any difference, I j udged it would be a littl e before , bur there 
woul d  n . ,t he much in it.  This w·ould be about 11 p . m  . . and abou� fom· 
years agu . It left an im pression on my ru inci w hich I ha,·e ne•er forgotte11 ,  
a.nc ne \·e: shall for;!et. 1\frs. Long was not il2 many d<�y�-aoour  t w o  . • r  
three : s�e  <iied ra t h e: suddenly.  I \\·a,::; rathe: interested in h e: .  I <i i (: n . •  : 
!'ee her ci n !"i n �  he: illness.  hur hall of ten  seer. ! 1e:- anc: talkec2 to he:- bei·- · ···; .  

I was perfectly well at the tim e , anrl wa.s in no trouble or anxiety. �1y age 
at the time was �3. 1 ha'"e had no experience of the kind before or since . 
I SAw no figure, only a lovely light. Before telling my sister I made her 
promise she would not ridicule me nor call me superstitious. 

• ' To the best of my recollection this is a correct statement. 
" MABY HELEN.A.. '\VII.Ll.A..liS. " 

•• P.S. -The light w hich I saw was a palish blue. It emitted no rays, so 
that all the rest of the room wa.s in darkness. It  was wider in circumference 
than my head , so that a.s I walked I conld set: it abo�e me with out raising 
my head. As I left the room it remained, and when I looked again waa 
gone.  It was in a corner, where the darkness of the room was deepest and 
the least chance of ill u mination from the window!'\ on the righ t and left, that 
I fi rst saw it aho-ve my h ead . l had no fear, but  a k ind of sacred awe. 
The light wa.s unlike nny other that I e�er sa w ,  and I sh ould say brighter 
than :my other, or, at least, purer. Looking at it did �ot affect the eye� 
It was midway between my h ead and the ceiling. ", 

The sister v.·ho was with 1\:liss Williams at t h e  time corroborates her 
account as follows :-

" A ugust 8th, 1891. 
" I recollect my sister Lily seeing the bright ligh t. "hen she came back 

to the room where I was she was quite pal e ,  and sat down on the floor. She 
·was so awe-struck that she did not tell w; what she had seen till the next 
day. I remember that a woman who lived near us died about the time my 
sister saw the light. and that we connected the two circumstances togeth er. 

" IsAEELLA. Fr.LTON. " 
Here, the hall ucination, if not due to a telepathic impulse, would 

se�m to have been d u e  to the occupation of the percipient's mind 
with th�idea of the imminent death. Why, then, should it take the 
fnnn of a light, u nless this was, as it were, a. rudimentary condition of 
n hall ucination which fai led to reach the human form 7 

Among the ligh ts in our collection, 9 are described as ·  round or 
o,·al ligh ts, or balls of ligh t or fire .: of these i are connected by the 

percipients 'With some indivi dual who i.s sta.ted to .1ave d ied at or 
a bout the t ime of the experience. 0: the remaining 8 cases of lights, 
t wc· :1.re descri bed a$ col u mns of ligh:, or luminous c lou ds a bou t. the 
height of a h uman bein;, 3 resem bled brigh t points of l igh t, as stars 
0 !' c:mdie names. anci 3 appeared like a genera] p-Jow of liah t. 

, . 
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Vn t e  o f  S i g h t i n f;( : <J - l 0 - 7 6  
T i m e : 0 1 . 30 a p p r o x 
D u r a t i o n :  J - 5  m i n a . 
O b s e r � r s : A n dy C o l l i n s  

1 9 , S t . Da v i d s  Wa y , 
W i c k f o r d , Es s e x 
T e l :  W i c k f o r d  4 1 89 

Lo c a t i o n :  Wa rm i n s t e r , W i l t s h i r e 
C l a s s : 8 J b  
H e f :  A C/ l lt 8 

Ba r r y & S t e v e n  K i n g & A l a n D e nh a m ( F r i e n d o f  

5 5 4 , G o r e s b r o o k R o a d , S t ev e s ) 
D a g e n h a nt , E s s e x 
T e l :  O l - 5 9 J . lt 6 7 0  

O n F r i d ay 8 t h O c t o b e r  my s e l f  a n d ' . th e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
D a g e n l t a m  Pa r a n o rma l R e s e a r c h  G r o 6 p  s e t  o u t o n  o n e  o f  ou r i nv e s t i g a t i o n  
v i s i t s , t h i s  t i m e t o  W i l t s h i r e . Am o n g  t h e p l a c e s  o n  t h e  v i s i t  w e r e  
S t o n e h e n g e , Av e b u ry , S i l b u r y  a nd W a r m i n s t e r . Th e  t r i p  v a s  t o  l a s t  t h e  
w h o l e  w e e k e n d  r e tu r n i n g o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g .  

A f t e r  d r i v i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  f r om Lo nd o n  v e a r r i v e d  i n  W i l t s h i r e d u r i n g 
t h e e a r l y  h o u r s  o f  S a t u r d a y  mo r n i n g  a n d  e ve n tu a l l y f o u n d  Warm i n P t e r  
a b o u t  J am . T b e  i d e a  v a s  t o  s l e e �t i n  t h e  c a r , s o  ve v e n tu r e d  ou t s i d e  
t h e  t ow n  t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  p l a c e  t o  p a r k . Th i s  v a s  n o t a s  e a s y a s  a t  
f i r s t t h o u g h t a s  t h e r e  a p pe a r e d  t �  b e  n o  l aybys o r  s u i ta b l e  a r e a s . 
E v e n t u a l l y  a b ou t 3 m i l e s t o  th e n o r t h o f  Warm i n s t e r  w e  c am e  t o  a 
s t a g g e r e d  c r o s s r o a d s , t o t h e  l e f t  va s N o r t a n t  Brava n t  and t o  t h e  r i g h t 
w a s  an unmad e r o a d v i t h o u t any s i g n p o s t . A s th e r e w a s  q u i t e t h i c k  f o g 
w e  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  vha t v a s  u p  t h e r o a d  b u t s t i l l  d e c i d e d  o n  t ry i n g  i t . 

W e  v e n tu r e d  va r i l y u p  t h e  r o a d k n ov i n g t h a t  i t  va s e i t h e r  f a rm l and o r  
d S  v e  v e r e  c l o s e , t o lm b e r , A rmy G r o u n d . W e v e r e  t r a v e l l i n g a t  ab o u t  5 m p h  
u p  th i s  r o a d  v h i c h  v a s  o n  a h i l l , k e e p i n g a va t c h f u l e y e  o u t  f o r  i r r a t e  
f a r m e r s . On our l e f t  v a s a r ov o f  t r e e s  a n d  b e h i nd th e m  f i e l d s , t o o u r  
r i g lt t v a s  a p l o ug h e d  f i e l d , b o r d e r e d  f r om t h e  r o a d  b y  a wa l l  a b o u t 3 
f e e t  h i g h . 
T h e n a t  a b o u t  9 0 ° t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  c a r v e  c au g h t s i g h t o f  a v e ry 
b r i g h t l i g h t s ou r c e a b o u t  l OO y a r d s  a v a y  a n d  a b o u t  4 f o o t  o f f  t h e  
g r o u n d . I t  v a s  r o u n d  i n  s h a p e , a b o u t  8 i n s . d i am e t e r , a nd b r i l l i a n t v h i t e .  
I t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  j o g g i n g u p  a n d  d ovn a n d  l o o k e d  t o  b e  c o m i n g  our vay 
a t  a b o u t  5 m p h . Th e  g r o u n d  n e a r b y  a p p e a r e d  to be i l l um i n a t e d b y  t h e  
b r i g h t n e s s . Ou r i mm e d i a t e  r e a c t i o n b e i n g t h a t  i t  v a s  a h e a d l amp o f  a 
f a r m e r o n  a m o p e d c om e  t o  t h r ov u s  o f f  h i s  l a n d . W e c a r r i e d on u p  t h e  
r o a d  k e e p i n g t h e  l i g h t i n  s i g h t . I t  s t i l l  s e eme d t o  b e  c o m i n g t ov a r d s 
u s  a n d  j o g g i n g u p  a n d  d ovn a s  i f  i t  v e r e  a m o p e d  i n  a p l o u g h e d  f i e l d .  

W e  s p e e d e d  u p  a l i t t l e  and f i na l l y  c am e  t o  r e s t h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  f i e l d . T b e  
c a r w a s  t u r n e d  r o u n d  a n d  t h e  l i g h t v a s  w a t c h e d  a g a i n . I t  n ov a p p e a r e d t o  
b e  b e h i n d a r ow o f  t r e e s  w e  h a d  p a s s e d , t r av e l l i n g u p  t h e  r o a d . Th e r o a d  
i n f a c t b e n t  a l i t l e  t owa r d s  t h e  l e f t  f r om vh e r e  w e  w e r e . T h i s  a p p e a r a n c e 
t lt a t  i t  v a s  t r a v e l l i n g u p  t h e  r o a d  w a s  b e c a u s e t h e  b a l l  h a d  a p pe a r e d  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t , l a r g e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  and h i g h e r  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d . 

A f t e r  v a t c h i n g  i t  f o r  a b o u t  a f u r t h e r  m i nu t e  i t  v a s  b l o c k e d  o u t o r  
d i s c o n t �nu e d  i n  t h e  tr e e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o ad wh i c h wa s a b o u t 
1 2 0 y a r d s away . 

B e i n g s o  t i r e d , v e a l l t h o u g h t t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i ng o d d  a b o u t  t h i s , s t i l l  
t h i nk i n g i t  v a s  a m o p e d  o r  m o t i r c y c l e , A f t e r  s e t t l i n g d ovn v e  a l l v e n t  t o  
s l e e p  v i t h o u t  e v e n  t h i nk i n g a nym o r e  a b o u t  t h e  l i g h t .  

La t e r  o n  t h a t m o r n i n g a f t e r  s om e  b r e a k f a s t w e  move d o f f  i n  t h e  c ar d ow n 

t h e  u nm a d e  r o a d  t ov a r d s  t h e  a r e a v h e r e t h e  ' Ho p e d ' v a s  s e e n . On r e a c h i n g 
t h e  p o i n t  v e  s t o p pe d t h e  c a r  a n d  g o t o u t t o  t r y  a n d  f i n d  any tyr e m a r k s 

t h a t may h a v e  b e e n l e f t . S tu dy i n g t h e  f i e l d  th e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  o n l y  
o n e p l a c e  v h e r e  t h e  ' Mo p e d ' c ou l d  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e  r o a d  a n d  t h i s  wa s a 
g a t e w a y  a b ou t 1 5  f e e t a c r o s s . T h e  r e s t o f  t h e  b o r d e r  w a s  s u r r oun d e d  L y  
t h i s  3 f o o t h i g h w a l l . T h e n  o n  l o o k i n g i n  t h e  f i e l d  v h i c h  h a d  b e e n 
r e c e n t l y  p l ou g h e d  a n d w a s v e ry mu d d y , n o t y r e m a r k s  a t  a l l c o u l d b e  s e e n .  

N e i t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  b e tv e e n  t h e  g a t e vay , n o r  w a s  t h e r e  n n y mud a t  a l l 

o n  o r  n e a r th e r o a d . 

T h i s  i n c i d e n t wn s s o o n  f o r g o t t e n  n u cl t h e  r e s t o f  t h e tr i p  -w e n t  o f f  q u i t e  
s u c c e R H f u l l y  n l t h o u g h w e  h a d  t o  r e t u r n  h o m e  tl u e  t o  h a cl w e a t h e r a nd f a t i g u e 



o n t h e  S a t u r d a y n i g h t . 

N o  m o r e v a s  th o u g h t a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t u n t i l  e a r l y  Ja n u a r y  vh e n  I pu r c h a s e d 
a b o o k by W a rm i n s t e r  r e s e ar c h e r , A r t h u r S hu t t l e v o o d c a l l e d ' Th e  F l y i n g 
S a u c e r e r a ' . Fo r o n  Pa g e 3 8  t h e r e  d e s c r i b e d a ph e n om e n o n  s e e n  o n  a numh e r  
o f  o c c a s i o n s  n i c k n a m e d ' Th e  p h a n t om m o t o r c y c l i s t ' . T h i s  ph e n o • e n o n  h a d  a 
r ema r k a b l e  s i m i l a r i ty t o  th e ' Ho p e d ·' ... s e e n  by u s  o n  9 t h Oc t o b e r  1 9 76 . A f t e r  
c o n s u l t i n g v i th t h e  o th e r  m e m b e r s  .th a t  s av th e l i g h t , v e d e c i d e d  t h a t vh a t  
v a s  d e s c r i b e d i n  t h e  b o o k  wa s t h e  s a m e  o r  a s i m i l a r ty pe o f  th i n g a s  s e e n  
b y  o u r s e l v e s . I t w a s  t h e n  a g r e e d t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o rd e d  
o f f i c i a l l y f o r  futu r e  r e f e r e n c e . 

N o t e s  

T h e  v e a t h e r  w a s  v e ry f o g g y  a t  t h e  t i me w i t h a c l ou d b a s e o f  n o t  m o r o t h a n 
5 0 0 f t . a nd a v i s i b i l i ty o f  a b o u t 1 5Q ya r d s . T h e r e  v a s  l i t l l e  o r n o  v i n d a n d  
t h e g r o u nd w a s  v e t .  

D u e  t o  t h e  f a c t t h a t  n o  n o i d e  c ou l d  b e  h e a r d  i n  t h e  s t i l l  a i r , a nd n o  t y r e 
t r a c k s c o u l d  b e  f o u n d , a  m o t o r c y c l e  o r  m o p e d  n ow s e e m s  ou t o f  t h e q u e s t i o n .  

T h e  o n l y  o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n t h a t c om e s t o  m i n d i s  b a l l l i g h t n i n g . Bu t  ov i n �  

t o  t l1 e  m a n o e v r e s  o f  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  i t ' s  d u r a t i on v i s i b l e , t h i s  s e em s  a l s o  
o u t . Th e r e  i s  n o  p o s s i b i l i ty t h a t t h e  l i gh t  c ou l d  h a v e b e e n a t o r c h  l i g l a t 
o v i n g t o  t h e  e m e n a e p ow e r  o f  t h e  s ou r c e , a n d  a g a i n  n o  v i s i b l e t r a c k s  l e f t  

i n t h e  f i e l d  or g a t e way . 

O t h e r  t h a n t h i s , un l e s s  f u r t h e r  i m f o r m a t i o n c a n  c om e  t o l i g h t  I c a n  f i nd 
n o  l o g i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n f o r  t h e  ph e n o m e n o n  s e e n . 

R e p o r t F o r m  C om p l e t e d : 1 9-2-77 
R e p o r t  C l o s ed : 1 9-2-77 
A n d y  C o l l i n s 
1 9 , S t . Da� i d s  Way , 
W i c k f o r d , 
E s s e x . S S l l S E X  
T e l :  W i c k f o r d  � 1 89 
F o r  t h e  D a g e n h am Par a n o rm a l R e s e a r c h  G r o u p .  
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. \ C j l l, : ) 

1 .  

2 .  

4 .  

5. 
6. 

7 .  
9 .  

1 0 . 

1 1 . 
1 2 . 

1 3 . 

1 4 . 

1 5. 
1 6 . 

1 7 . 

1 8 . 
1 9 . 
20. 

2 1 . 

2 2 .  
23 . 

24 . 
2G .  
:lG .  
2 / .  
:lH . 

Locat ion : . . . . . . . . . .  J . .  .'.l . .J..l . ·. � : .:� . . . .  \ .1.1•1 • •  X.:. : . .  -� �.1.' . . .  �.�-�� �-:. : .1F� _:Y.1.' . : :� �. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  Gr id A e t : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Nearest town/vi l laue . . . . . .  � :J :  . .  ��. ! .�:';::J.'.)�. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coun ty/d i s t r i c t  . . . . . . . .  � i· . .J. J . . T;i.l.l .lH J.� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Date . . . . .  : i.:\'J.'.1. �;_ ; . . . . . .  day . . . . �J.'f. !Of . . . . J).C.:nW.t '-L . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9  . . 7.fi . . . . . 3.  T i me :  f rom . . .  �U . ... .5.� }  a M;/p.� 'N./•�H§tiJV:)!mkJn igti t 
unt i l _ _ !_l_ :!. �.J.) . . . . .  a .n_, ./p�?iJrniddaylmkJntght -.>.e�xa./ctpprox .  T im ing method . . . . . . .'. �ATf.;. I J  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  
Dur a t ion : exact . . . . . �.JJ1KN.\!hN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o r  m i n i mum . . . . . . . . J . .  ,'. t .� ;�-� :J.L;;. . . . . . . .  maxi mum . . . . . . .5. . . . �U.� JJ.'f i:..� . . . . . . . . .  . 
Any tJr eak i n  s iyh t i ng . . . . . . .  �.<!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  
D i rnension ' . . . . J �!.::J.� . . . �; -�! ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lt� . . .  !\��T.Y!\ �: . . . . � . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (d istance) o r  angle sutJ tended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I · · · · 1 
- l 0 . 5. o Angu lar e eva t 1on : 1n 1 t 1a11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (j . . . . . . .  f 1nal  . . . . . . . .. � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  exact/appr o x .  

Bea r ing:  in i t ia l  . . . . . . .  � . . �-� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f inal  . . . . . . . . . �??. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JJ:MU(appro x . 
OtJjec t a t  ground levei ? . . �� . .  JT, . .  ��L.I.:. . 8 .  Manner of  d i sappearance . . . J� )::.l.U .�.l-� .}.��-�:��:?. . . .  1.\�.��/.� �!.t . . }l}�. � ?}>.'r}.�.t.� ��D 
Photogr aph 0 Radar 0 Measuremen t s  made dur ing s ight ing 0 Occupan t s  0 Ar t i fact 0 
E ffects - Psychologica l /physiolog i ca l  0 Ani mal 0 Plants  0 E lectr ical/magne t i c  0 Physical 0 Rac : -:--::�c t ive 0 
Other . . . . . . . . .  �- �� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l fr quest ions 9 or 10 are t icked, also complete appropr ia te 
supplementar y  quest ionnaire)  
Must unusual feature of  siyh t ing . . . . . . .  J.l.� J ... . .  \� ��-�;_ ;Nl.A.�.(;_ �.: . . .  �f . . . ��- . . �-�J.I.��JlX;�,..¥. . .  }�!� . . � �-i.W� . . .  �.��-�- ��- - - �r . . .  � : . �.�� I i T  
0 . N t '1' l i l t  F F' N ' 1J d I . I . t l ler w 1 t nesses:  um )er . . . . . . . . . . . . : .. �. . . . .  ames, au resses an re a l ions l ips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . .  -�� :�.t.� ! !I. J�., . . . � . . . :?. �.t:!Y !·;� . . . . l�P�.�-' -�.?. �� . . . �-�-�� -���:�. ! �!.�. ��-���� . . .  � �-���\�� .� .!?:�.<- � .'.:��-�-�-�� .•. -���-� �:.� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . . . . . . . .  �� -�.I!. . .  I!�.n:.�� . . .  9.f. . .  �T�V.�.� -�-' -�-� ��-� . . .  I}J::.� �-l.� .�-� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Object (s) : Num�r . . . . . . ��-�; . . . , . . . . . . . .  Colour . . � ��! .P:.�}.��� . .  ���-� -�-� ��. . . . . . . . .  Shape . . . .  �Jl.�� -� -��� . . •- �-�-�:�P.���-� -�.\ �_l_l_� . .  I L\ f , l  
Sound . . . . . . . . . . �.1.': . . . 1. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sme i i . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shar p/Haz y  O u t l i 1 1e 

· 
A S  T l lA'f OF A H O T Oi l C YC L t·: O l t  H O P ED 1 1 1-: A l> L.UIP  8r lgh �nes� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  j'·'()s's i ii i"i<; " ' i�ci�; j '.' \'s'i; " ' }N" 't'i :

·
l ��o'.P����� to s tar. venus. moon, sun e t c . )  

Descr 1be any changes tn above aspects . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . .  : . .  � . . . . .  � . . . . . .  � : :! . .  : . . .  � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . .  :� . . . . .  : . . . .  · . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
I f object ( s) moved beh ind or in fron t of a known object, descr ibe . . . . . . . �J!.Y.PY�.� . . .T.fl. 1 �.1:��. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � 

Sky and wea ther cond i t ions: 
Clouds 

8 
0 Clear sky 
0 Sea t  tered c loud 
0 Much cloud 
0 Over cast 

) ' ( '( '  T y pe . . . . . . . . . . .  : . !  . . . . . . .  . 
8Jse height . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

Tem�rature 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  oc 
C!.l Cold 
0 Cool 
0 Warm 
0 Hot 

Wind 
Vel . .  . . . . . . . . . m/kp.h 
(g None 
0 Breeze 
0 Moderate 
0 S trong 
Coming from . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Humid i t y :  Dtio/Average/V6f\- '1- t;,,)l;g_ 
S k y :  BN�il}�irly'ai- igh t/O u l l/�ilig"iltlbar k 

Precipi ea cion 
� Dry  
0 L ight  m i s t  
0 F og 
0 R ain l ight/heavy 
0 Snow 
Vis iui l i ty . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  m/yds 

Astronomical 
0 Star s 
0 Moon 
0 Planet 
0 Sun 
o .. � !.l.t:·o:: . . . . . . . . .  

O ther local condi t ions . . . . . .  TlU.�J.\ . .f!>.I� .• .Yl$.JlU. J...r�.Y. . .  .A.I.l.mJ.'f. . . . 15.Q . . . XNL!J� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
· · · . 

· : l i �A D LA � I ! 'S OF 0\1' N C O! : � i . \  I t :  C A l l  Ar t l f 1c 1a l l l ghts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Siyht ing thr ough glass . . ���.I.�.l!.�!�}.��.i.: !}� . . . �f. . . . �A�.� - - . . . . . . . . .  Spectacles . . . . . �.'�-� �-i-� ?:. . .  � .:} _�� . . .  ��-�X . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. I . N O  f . 'd . C \ T I  \d tHJ S C H 1 ' 1 ' hl . . N O  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

o ther uev 1 ce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o r  rom l OS I e veh1cle . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ·. . . . . .  • Of'Uu l ld mg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
W i tness movemen ts . .  A-��- . .  ��·.��-� !.:.� :?.1:� �- . .  }.� . . -��-��- . .  �'!.�:�.Y. !. :!�.1. : -� .\ �- . . �\'.'��X . . .  �·�-���� . . -��-� �.<! ��-�-!_ . .  :\� . . .  i� _I_l_ ��-'-'.'.1� . . .  ?. -� � !  '1 1 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  A t tent ion o f  wi tness drawn to object beca u se  . . .  �-�� .l.,J;�.l.��-��- !.� . . .  9.f. . . . m�.�9_l.! : �' . .  . .I.J.<.j.Wf. . . .  �.1.��- - - �! l.� .���!�.�� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. _ . :\ L L  h' I TN E S S I·:S Tt : OI :C i l T  L I G i J 1' \ .' A S  l l ! J\ D L A ! f l '  O F  A Pl'l l OAC l l lN fi � i O P J ·:I >  m ;  W 1 t ness react ion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Wl1at  d id the object resemble?..l.� ! ::_i� !�.� :!\� ! .l.' . . .  �.l. !· . . . .  � .l_t_l.'r����-?;-� _l.��-; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �.1 0 f Ol l C YC 1 . 1 :  
And how was i t  d i f fer en t 7 . . . . . . ��J�� !.'.'f. . . . �'A? . . . �·:r .�Tt�!�! . . . n�.�-�-� . . . ·.�·�.�.� : . . .  \': .1.� ��-� :!� . . . �.�-'-�l.��:. ! .: . . . �.c.l 'r . .  :-!.�! : ?.'�: . . . !�;:·.-·.�·�·:·.�·-·.·.·.·x: � I N I '  

���i��ga� i:�e
t��� ���-���-:?�.�-r- -�

·
f
·
�-��- -���-�-�� ���-·.·.·.·.·:·.·_'·_:_._·.·. ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.�·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ON LY T I t : E D NESS I > U L  'J o l . O N < i  J O Uit �:E' i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

A f ter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Any t i nle lapse or error . . . . . ::!_ �:· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Pr evious � now ledge or e x perience of U F Os . . . ! .:.\ ., . ! ��-:_ ! '.'.����:'\ . . .  1.: . .  � . .  1 . .  \ .� . .  uJ��-�-� : .�.'�.'}9.�!.� �! � . . . �.��- � � H E ! ; E AH C  l l i ':H  F Ol i 
V .\ : :  1 :  H ' : i U F 0 LOG lC .-\ 1 .  t l ! l C ;  ,UH SA'l' 1 ( 1 !· ' S , F l l I .  I .  r \ I  ' h' L U  1 L  L 1 • 1 '  T l  I E �� 1 1 1 1.1 1 :C't . . . sAFff: . .  'j.� ·()) �  . . .  i i  . . 1 \  J i; l ;  
0 • • • • •  0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 • • •  0 • • • • • • • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ! . . 0 • • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 • • •  � 
Wi tness q ua l i f icat ions or e xper ience in otJserving . . . .'.:l. ! .!. : : !.� � !'_IJ;P . . .  X. ! ;! .'.\ . . . '. !.1 . . � _1}. � . . . . . . . .  . · 

V ision or hea1 i ng de fectJ.1 . .\!_r. � :.\ . . .  ! . .  J.�: .1.; _ _ _ \1:� ;:�. � - -�:· · · 
_:_ : .: . .  '. : �  • •  !: :\!.� -� . .  � . .':: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ·.· . .  ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·-�·-·.·.·.·.· . .  ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· ·  

Any psychic e x per iences  . . :.:.:�H! :.L . .  1 . . .  1 .�� � -; . . . . '.1.\U: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Any r ecen t med ica l t1 eatmen t . r �.; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
H <�por l l lh.tde to any of f ic ia l  or the pr ess/r aJ io/ r V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
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L A  N A T I J H E . ( , 0 ,  

L' I�CLA I H  E N  BO IJ L�  
J :,··da i r  c ·n hou l t �  c �ons l i l ue 1 1 1 w  t l t�s p l u s  e u r i t � l l st •s  I n�ssa n l t� eom m u u i t J I I I��� par M .  \' iol l t� , ;, 1 1 1 w  t k s  t ln-

1 1 aa 1 1 i l 'es l a t ious t i t �  r.·� lcdr ici h� .  L'obst�l' \'a l ion s i  i u l t�- l l i t! I'CS s.·�ances t ic  I ' Aea dem ic des  seieuet� s ,  a ··� ve i l l .� 

F i g .  I .  - ·  .\ppa.-i l iuu tl 'u u _ edai•· cu Loule Jaus lcs Gurges Ju l .oup, pri::1 till N ice, ( l :e I J·iliL Lhtut.: i tuli • J I •c le t rajc l  tlu au t! t .·:ur.: . )  

t i t !  uou vt �a u l 'a l l t �u t iou  d u  mowlc sa v a n t  c l  i w· i t t'• les I p l a }s ir iens t i t !  lous  l es pays ;, L ro u vcr l a  dd' d u  
u • p l t'T ieu x pro-
l dl·uu �  post'• pa r la 
u ; l l  u rc! .  

\ i u s i  t j l l • �  I '  a 
r a i I I d  I s (I I' \' I� I' 
� 1 . l la rl tol l '\ ,  1 1 1 1  a 

l ll ' U d ' o i i S t � l' \' i l­
l i o n s  l' t.Tt • t l l t · s  t i t :  
· · · �  J d l t '' l l l l l l l l' l l l ' 
d t � t · s  ;, d t • s  sa-
\ : t l l l s .  1 1  • · s i  , ·. , j_  

d • .  , , , , , , , . .  , .. • . s 
u l t:'t ' l ' \ a l i u l l s  !' t ' ­
ra i t · t t l  d u  p l u s  
;.! l ' i l l t d  i l l l t .T t � l  1 ' 1  

: t i . l t ' l ' i t i • · l l l , t b l l '>  
l l l l t '  L l l '� t ' l l l t ' S I I I ' l ' ,  
:'1 Lt d t'· c ·n t l \ t ' l ' l c •  
d t • Lt \ . ·. , . j  I · ·· . · 

c · . · s l  pou r· n·Lt 
l j l l l '  . i • �  crois  u l i l t ! 
d 'a ppor k r  ic i  l t !  
n'• suu u·� d ' u u  l'i l i l. 
pr···� · i s , t lon l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  pi� •·•� , M .  Lou i s  O l l o ,  i Hgt� l l i t � l l l' ,  d 
l ro is  J I I ' I'SOI I I I I � S  t i t :  SI!S a m i s ,  Jou l j e  J 'O I I I' I'tt i s  t • i l t � l' 
l t •s  I I I I I I I S ,  Ol l l  t'• l t': ft •S l t� l l to i i i S ,  i f  Y a pt' l l  t f ' a l l l h.'t �� . 
t l a n s  l t •s  gorg1 !S  t l u Lou p ,  a u  I I IUI Ht! l l l  t ie  l a  t � o u -

• s l r u d iou de la \'o ie  ft! rr t'�c cp a i  rel ic  ( ; ra sSt! :a N ire : 
u l .c t e m p s  c t a i t  ;, l 'owgc.  He la r·ges guu t t cs Jc 

t (' ( 

� . 

pl u ic Ct l l l l l l lC i lra i e u t  a lu l l l bc r .  M o n  pt�l'C et ses ti l l l i s 
d •'•j c u ua i t ! l l l  daus  u r u: t l t :s S i t l les d l! 1 ' 1 1 11 1d  des 

1 1  t : or g t � s - t l u ­
l .o u p  n ,  d o u l  l a  
r. �u .·· l n � ··· t a i l  1 1 1 1 -
\ ' l ' l' k . :-; I I U d il i 1 1 . 
j i i i i i !' St'• j ' ; I J ' l l l l t �  
ra l'; d , � ,  1 1 1 1  g l o l 1 1 �  
. 1 . �  l i · u  d . · �0 · · • · l r ­
l i l l t l· l n · :-;  , . , , ,  i r t � r t  
d . �  d i ; 1 1 1 1 i· l r· · .  1 "·. 
r r •'· l r ; � d i l l l :-- L. 
p i l· · · · · l l i l  ,·. ,  d i t · l l l  
l t ' :'  l 'O i l \  i \ t • :-- .  l ' : t  
r • · i l  ; ,  1 1 1 1 • · l � t d l . ·  d . · 
s : " " "  l . ·. r� l · n · ,  I · · 
r, l u l l l '  d t ·  1 '• · 1 1 , � • .  
l t i t b l l t ' i l l l l  d u 1 1 c · r ·  
l l l t ' l l l  1 ' 1  j t i l l ' i l i �  
sa u l  l l t � l l t ' l ' d : 1 1 1:-. 
j ' ; t l l l l l iS j d t i ' l ' t ' ,  f i l 
l t : l o u r  d t : Lt . ,  
l l i (Tt� sans l o u -
da c r lJ &.a u c u u  
o l , j c l  ( f i g . � ) .  

H E u 1 po r l t� par 1 1 1 1  ( 'O I I ra n l  t l ' a i r ,  i l  ressorl i l par l a  
ft � l l t'� L re ,  a va u l tpae m ou pt-.n! e t  scs a m i � ,  e n  proi t !  ;, 
l l l t t !  t!mol iou  l t i t ! l l  l t'•g i l i u w ,  t ! l l sseu t pu  t!ssap·r  t i t! 
fu i r .  L 'appar i t io u  a \' a i l  d u n� eepcwla H l  1 0  st:l ·o ntl c� s .  

< I  Lt!S COI I \' i \'cs  s u i v i rt ! l l t  d u  rt !gar t l  la l �t �u l e  m ys­
lL· r ieuse .  C l tasscc par  le \'c u t ,  d ie fra udr i t ,  e u  1 1 1 1 1 �  



; I .  
; '  .. minute , ' Ja  d i s t ance qui  se  pa re J 'h i\ t e} tl t �S roc: J acrs ?t ' 
· pie lJ U i  sn t·pl m uh��nt  le tor r·en t  d u  Lou p . 

. . •  << . Urie e� plosjon fonn idal . le I'(� I cu t i t ,  a u  n 1 n nl c n t  
. 

oi( le met .• �orc h c u  t· t a l es ·roe hers ( f i g .  I ) . · 1 h � �,- g • ·on t le­

. men ts , pa t•e i l s  a . t �P I I X  q ue } l l'O\'O' I l l e  l l l l Y i ole n l  l:O l l p 
. de tonnerrc , t� b ' i·atl lercn t I '  espaee . P u i s t o n t se t u  t : 

le glohe de feu. s ' t� t a i t  evanou i .  )) 
, Oe ce. fa i t  preei s ,  i l  y a ties eond n sion s i n t t� t·es­

�·antcs a t i rer . La pretn i erc est q u e  l ' t'• neq�ie t� l t�C­
t)· iquc pen t e l r� con Jcnsee sans  1' i n l ct ·ven t ion t l '  a n­
eun l ien apparen t 3 \'CC u n  so} i d t\ S O U S  fo t' l l l t� tl e 
s:phcrc hun i ncnYe d ' tH tc  tl t�ns i t� a p pa t· t �n t u  1, pt �n pr�s 
egale a ccl lc  de l ' i) i l' . . . 
� La sccon,le t:s t  q\tc  le s i u t p le eon t a et  avt �e n n  

c:orps sol ide ,  ��on 1 1 ue l a  pa roi  d ' u n  a·od w 1· , s u  ff i  t. pot u· 
detru i re lcs l iens  i n v i s i ) , Jcs q u i  L i t � n • u�n t ag t· ,··gt\es l t �s 
n}o)�cu)es do ut )c  g a·ou pcn lCH l eou s t  i I ne l t �  l l l t� l  eo t' e ,  
pou r ron1 p re 1 \�q u i l ihrc d u  s y s t (� a n c  t � L p a·ovoq t te t' 

. tine dt�eha rge tlont l a  ,· iolenre t • s l  i t l t • u t i q  u n  :, edlr. 
tl n ton ncrre . L't;el a i t· t •n  ho u l t� JH �  sa u ra i t  t� l n� 
Jn ienx COi l l piH't\ , a lHOJl a \' i S , q u 'a q u dqtw l ' t � t l o u t.a J . Ie  

. c�olnhi na i snu ex o lhcr a n i q ue tl ont  l a  eonsl i I ut ion •no­
l t�cn la i rc nons  t�d w ppe et q u i  st� ra i t ,  iH l poi n t  t l t �  \'He 
physique , e e  q n e  l a  n 1 el i l l  i I c es t. an  poi � ��� d n  • l l W  
ch i m i c pte . 

' · Plnsienrs t�x pcri tnen tateu rs on l r.ssa ��c� de repro­
tl  u ire, tla ns les  lal 1ora toi 1·es , l e  e u l' i c �n  x pht'•nonl�ue 
tlonl je  v i  ens t le pa ri er .  

A n  COl l i'S de l l lCS rcchm�ehcs S U I' l ' t'� l t �d r ir i l t� ?, 
hau te t ens ion , j ' a i  ,) ,�eou ver t 1 1  n p rol�t� t l t'� t �  x pt'• r i  n wu­
ta l  t .res si n1 ple qui  per tnct  t l ' a t l t� i u t l rt � , c l ans  tuw et� l'­

ta in-�· ·thesu rc·; le rt�su l t a t  ehea·d u� . 
1 1  s n ffi t pou r eel a  d e  d i s post � a· pa ra l l (· l t � IH t � u t , :, 

HOC t) i s tanee de ?)()  Jn i J i i iHC I I 'eS C l l V i r·on , d t � IU la r nes 
nHHa l l i q ucs et tic les por l t \r lt u u  po l t � u l  id t'· l t� \' t� 
( �0 000 vol t s  cn v i a·o u ) . Ba n s  .ct �s ( 'Ond i t i ous , l 'd'll u ,·e 
ne j a i l l i t  pa s ; 1 n a i s ,  des q u e  la l t ' t l s ion  t l t'· passt �  t l i H � 

l i tn i t c  tl t\ tcr tn i r t t� t � , t l l l  pet i t. glo l u �  t l t �  ft � l l p r· t � l l t l  ua i s­
sa nce ,  sn rrno u l e  t lc H a nune� n u  a l l  i p l t �s , e t  s t �  p a·o­
t ncnc , a vcl� un s i ft lcn1en t p a r· t i eu l i t � r , eu t n� ks t leu x 
) a tncs nu'� t a l l  i qucs .  En tl i s posan  t I '  ex pt' a· i ent �t� cl ' u ne 
n t a n i (� r·e aua log u n ,  n 1 a i s  cu st�pa a·a n t  l t �s c l t � l l  x l a nH�s 
eondncl r i t · ( �S pa l' u n· c l  i �lee tr ique  on en n H t u  issan t 
unc des p l aq ues n H' I al l iques d ' u ne st� r ie c le po i u t es ,  
o n  oht icnt  H ll eftl u ve \' iolact� tl n p i n s  hd dld , i l \' t � c � 
d t'gagc•nc u t  a l 1ont l ant  d 'ozonc . �I A u w s  t hTo ,  

l loi ' I C I I I' h sl ' i t ! l l t ' t !� .  
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STR ANGE L I G I IT PHENOMENON OBSER V ED AT S A AR I J A R V I  

Da t e : Mond a y  29 J u l y  1 985 
T i me : 1 2 . 00 pm 
P l ac e : Saa r i j a r v i  in the v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  town Mah l u , c en t r a l  pa r t  of F i n l ar11.� 
W i t n e s ses : O l a v i  S c h r od e r u s  and E r k k i N i em i nen 
N a t u r e  o f  s i ght i n g : S t r a n g e  s pa r k l i n g l i g h t  s po t  w i t h a l i gh t  c o l umn 

Here is the s t o r y  t o l d  by t he o b s e r v e r : 

" I t  was · Mon d a y  29 J u l y  1 985 . I ,  O l a v i S c h r od e r u s , and E r k k i N i emi nen 
w e r e  i n  Erk k i ' s  summe r c o t t a g e  d u r i ng t h a t  e v en i n g . The wea t h e r  was ca l m ,  v e r y  c l o ud y 
a n d  d a r k . We we r e  s i t t i ng i n s i d e  the c o t tage , w a t c h i n g  TV a n d  ea t i n g sausages . The t i me 
was a r ound 1 0 . 30 pm when I we n t  ou t s i d e  in o r d e r  to mo v e  my c a r  f r om t he road . Th e road 
w a s  g o i n g  t h r ough t h e  �ard of t he c o t tage , so i f  p eo p l e  shou l d  b e  a b l e  on d r i v e to t he 
o t h e r  c o t tages nea r b y , I had to mov e  i t .  I f i na l l y  p a r k ed t he c a r  t o  a p l ac e  some 40 m 
f r om E r kk i ' s  c o t t a g e . A t  t ha t  t ime , n o t h i ng unusua l c ou l d  b e  o b se r v ed . 

A t  E r k k i ' s c o t t a g e  t h e  f o r e s t  road br-aoches off t o  t h e  sho r e  o f  La k e  
K a l a j a r v i  a n d  goes o n  t o  t h e  Q t h e r  c o t t a ges . I p l ac ed m y  c a r  o n  t he road t h a t  l ea d s  
d i r ec t l y  to t he sho r e . Beca u s e  t he e l ec t r i c c u r r e n t  t o  t he mo v a b l e  TV-se t w a s  becom i n g  
i nadequ a t e , we h a d  t o  t a k e  t h e  accumu l a t o r  f r om E r k k i ' s  c a r . T o  b e  a b l e  t o  p u t  t h e l i g h t s  
o n  a l so i n  t h e  c o t t a g e  I h a d  t o  mo v e  my c a r  aga i n  t o  t h e  g r a s s  i n  t h e  y a r d  o f  t h e  c o t t a ge . 
I wen t to mo v e  my c a r  a t  a b o u t  1 2 . 00 pm . 

When I w a s  wa l k i n g  t owa r d s  t h e  c a r , I n o t i c ed on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e o f  t he 
f o r e s t  road , some 1 6  m awa y , a r e d d i sh , s t r a nge l y  s pa r k l i n g  l i g t1 t s po t  on t h e  g r ound . 
I t  was a bou t 0 . 5  m i n  d i ame t e r . I s t o p ped a t  o n c e  and t r i ed t o  l ook f o r  t h e o r i g i n  o f  
t h e l i ght . Howe v e r , I cou l d n ' t  see � r hea r an y t h i n g . I t ho u g h t  p e r h a p s  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  
m i g l 1 t  be c om i n g f r om t h e  Lak e  Ka l a j a r v i .  A f t e r  ha v i n g b e e n  l oo k i n g  a r o und f o r  some 1 5  
secon d s , I s t a r ted t o  c a r e f u l l y  a p p r oach t h e  s p a r k l i n g  l i gh t  o n  t h e  g r o und . When I came 
t o  a d i s t ance of 2 m ,  I o b se r v ed t h a t  the l i gh t  was c om i n g down i n  t a pe l i k e  sec t i o n s  
f r om a n  a l t i t ude o f  some 3 m .  Thu s , t he l i ght was n o t  c om i n g f r om t he l ak e . Aga i n , I 
mad e  a ha l t , l i s t e n i n g , b u t  c o u l d n ' t  hear any t h i n g  spec i a l . Then I c a r e f u l l y a p p r oac hed 
t h e l i gh t  spot on t h e  ground . Inuned i a t e l y ,  I began to s e a r c h  f o r  w a r m t h  w i t h m y  han d s .  
I was g r ea t l y  a s t on i shed when I cou l d n ' t  f e e l a n y  r a i se i n  t em pe r a t u r e  f r om t h e  s pa r k ­
l i n g s p o t . A f t e r  ha v i n g c on f i r med t h i s ,  a t  once I p u t  b o t h  hand s i n  t he band l i k e  s t r eam 
w h i c h was f l ow i n g  f r om a bo v e .  A l l  of a sudden , the l i g h t  c l u n g  to m y  ha n d s  wh i l e  s p a r k ­
l i n g ,  a n d  I bec ame eno rillo u s l y  sc a r ed . I t r i ed t o  shake i t  o f f  and r u b b ed m y  h a n d s  
t o g e t h e r , b u t  i t  j u s t  s p r ea d  a r ound . I c o u l d n ' t  f ee l  i t  a t  a l l ,  howe v e r , i t  d i d n ' t h a v e  
a n y  we i gh t , i t  d i d n ' t  b u r n , a n d  I cou l d n ' t  s e n s e  an y sme l l . W h e n  I c o u l d n ' t  f e e l  t h e 
l i g h t  i n  a n i  way , I d a r ed t o  take mo r e  o f  i t  i n  my hand s , t a k e n  f r om a b o u t  20 c m  o f f t h e 
g r o und , whe r e  t he l i g h t  was mo r e  dense . Then I s t a r t e d  t o  r u n  t owa r d s  t h e  su�ne r c o t ­
t a ge w i t h  t h e  l i ght s p a r k l i n g  i n  m y  hand s . 

When I was r u nn i ng I h e l d  the palms o f  my hand s u p r i g h t  and obs e r v e d  
t h a t  the l i gh t  d i d n ' t r eac t t o  t h e  s t r eam o f  a i r ,  c a u sed b y  m y  r u n n i n g . When I reac h -
e d  t h e  po r c h  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e , I shou t ed l o ud l y :  " Look E r k k i , some t h i n g  s t r a nge i s  tak i n g 
p l ac e  on t h e  r oad " . I s t o r med i n s i d e  and E r k k i  was q u i t e p e r p l e x ed and c o u l d n ' t  s a y  a n y ­
t h i n g .  I e x p l a i ned \ha t  mo r e  o f  t h i s  s pa r k l i n g  t h i n g i n  m y  hand s w a s  u p  t h e r e  on t he 
road , and t ha t  I c ou l d  n o t  f e e l  i t  i n  a n y  way i n  my hand s . S t i l l , E r k k i was q u i e t . 

· When I was show i n g  my s pa r k l i ng f i n g e r s , I s t r ec hed t hem a b i t , c a u s i ng 
a n  i nc r ea s i n g  d i s t ance between t hem . Henc e , I o b s e r v e d  t h a t  it s t i l l  s pa r k l ed f r om 
f i n g e r t i p  to f i n g e r t i p ;  a d i s t ance of some 5 mm .  Howe v e r , i t  w a s  n o t  v e r y  muc h compa r ed 
w i t h  t h e  l i gh t  ou t s i d e  w h i c h  was abou t 3 m .  The t o ps o f  t h e  b r i gh t  a r eas w e r e  not po i n t ­
i n g u pwa r d s ,  a s  n o r ma l  f l ames o f  f i r e d o , b u t  w e r e  i ns t ead b l a z i n g b e tween t h e f i n ge r s .  
O n  t h e  f i nge r t o ps the b r i gl1 t a r ea s  po i n ted o u t  f r om m y  bod y . The b r i gh t  l i ght d i d n ' t 

' 
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l i gh t  u p  t h e  c o t t a g e  a t  a l l .  Tlt e b r i g h t n e s s  began t o  v a n i sh b y  and by f r om my f i n g e r s  
a f t e r  some 30 second s , a n d  a t  l a s t  i t  d i sa p pea r ed c om p l e t e l y . 

Immed i a t e l y , I wen t o u t  to r e i n v e s t i ga t e  t h e  l i gh t phenomenon on t h e  
f o r es t  road , b u t  i t  too , h a d  d i sa p pea r ed . E r k k i  d i d n ' t f o l l ow me ou t s i d e , b u t  l ooked 
t h r ou g h  t h e  w i ndow , e v e n  if he wa s l ook i n g i n  the w ro n g  d i r ec t i on .  H e  d i d n ' t  s e e  me , 
b e c a u s e  o f t h e  d a r k n e s s . I t r i ed t o  l i s t e n and s e e  some t h i n g i n  t he da r kn e s s  o f  n i gh t  
p e r h a p s  f o r  f i v e  m i n u t e s , b u t  no t h i n g h a p pened . A t  l a s t  I d a r ed t o  g o  t o  m y  c a r , b u t  I 
was qu i t e  a f r a i d . I backed my c a r  t o  t h e  c o t t age y a r d . 

Du r i n g  t h e  e v en i n g  we we r e  t h i n k i n g wha t  r ea l l y  had taken p l a c e . I cou l d  
n o t  s l ee p  w e l l t h a t  n i gh t . I n  the mo r n i n g we i n v e s t i ga t ed t h e  a r ea w h e r e  t h e  l i gh t  phe­
nomenon was seen , b u t  t he r e  w a s  n o t t r a c e  of any k i nd to be found . I t  was r a i n i n g  
a l i t t l e  i n  t h e  mo r n ing . A f t e r  I had t o l d  a bo u t  t h e ma t t e r  a t  home , we c ame back o n  
T u e s d a y  ( 30 J u l y )  a t  t h e  same po i n t  o f  t i me ,  t o ge t he r w i t h  o t he r p e r sons , h • a t  no t h i ng 
ha p pened . · · 

On Wednesda y , I c a l l ed s e v e ra l p r o f e sso 1 s a t  t h e  B i o l og i ca l i n s t i t u t e  
a n d  I n s t i t u t e  on e n v i ronmen t a l  r e sea r c h  a t  t he Un i v e r s i t y  o f  J y vasky l a . The y c o u l d  not 
g i v e me a n y  c omp l e t e  answe r s  d i r ec t l y . Howe v e r ,  they s u g g e s t ed two poss i b i l i t i e s , 
name l y  f i r e f l i e s  and a k i nd o f  l u m i n o u s  bac t e r i a . A f i r e f l y  em i t s  po i n t l i k e  l i g l t t , 
whe r ea s  t he l i gh t  f r om bac t e r i a  i s  y e l l ow - g r e e n . These (X1 e nomena , howe v e r , a r e  o b s e r v ed 
ma i n l y a ro u nd t h e equa t o r , so t h e y  a r e  n o t  sa t i s f ac t o r y  a s  an �x p l a n a t i o n  t o  t l : e s e  
p h e n olilena " . 

· 

I n v e s t i ga t i on s  

O l a v i Sc h r od e r u s s how i ng h i s  
han d s . 

• 

La s s e  Ahonen f r om The U FO R e sea r c h  of F i n l a nd v i s i t ed t h e  o b se r v a t i on 
p l a c e  t oge t h e r  w i t h  Ol a v i  Sc h r od e r u s  1 0  A u g u s t  1 98 5 . The p l ac e  whe r e  t h e  l i g h t  s po t  had 
been , i s t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  o f  the f o r e s t  r oad , seen f r om t h e c o t t a g e . N o t h i n g c o u l d  be 
s e e n  on t h e  g r ound whe r e  t h e  l i gh t  spot had been . The r e  were se v e r a l  ant pa t h s  on the 
p l ac e , and t h e  sma l l  i nsec t s  seemed t o  mo v e  a s  u s ua l . 

Th e � i r s t  o b s e r v a t i o n w a s  mad e  f r om a d i s t ance o f  1 6  m ,  when on l y  a 
f l ea r l y  c on t r a s t ed redd i s h  l i gh t  s po t  was seen on t h e g r ound . �he d i ame t e r  was t hen 

, 



50 cm and the t h i c kness 2-3 c m .  � n :, • 1 
When t h e  o b se r v e r  had a p p r oac hed t h e  l i gh t  s pot to a d i stance o f  some · · • · 

2 m awa y , some k i nd o f  l i gh t  p i l l a r  e a . 3 m h i gh , c o u l d  be seen . Whe r e  the l i ght was 
c om i n g  f r om is u nknown , because not h i n g  pa r t i c u l a r  c ou l d  be seen a bo v e  the l i g ht 
p i l l a r . Th e l i gh t  simp l y  ended a t  a he i g ht o f  3 m. It seemed t o  c ome d own i n  band l i ke 
wedges . The l i gh t  on t h e  g r ound wa s so d en se o r  so b r i gh t  that t h e  g r ound c ou l d n ' t  b e  
s e e n  b e h i n d  i t . O n  the o t h e r  hand , t h e  t r e es beh i nd the l i gh t  p i l l a r  c o u l d  b e  obs e r v ed . 
Even i f  t he l i gh t  on the g r ound was b r i gh t , i t  wa s not daz z l i n g , howev e r . 

The b r anches o f  a n ea r b y  s p r u c e  we r e  v e r y  c l ose , b u t  not i n s i d e  the 
l i ght p i l l a r . The b ranches o f  the t r e e s  or the heather c l ose t o  t h e  l i ght s po t  on the 
g r ound we r e  n o t  l i t  u p .  t • , jj · 

When t h e  l i gh t  g r a b bed t h e  hands o f  the o b ser v e r , i t  d i d n ' t i l l um i n a t e  
the a r ms a t  a l l . Th e l i gh t  was on l y  o n  t h e  bare sk i n . The shoes o f  weren ' t  u p l i t  
e i ther , d e s p i t e be i n g  j u s t  b e s i d e  o f  t h e  l i ght s p o t . He d i d  not get a n y  a f t e r ma t h ;  
l i ke eczema , i l l n e s s  o r  e l se . The l i g h t  spot was s t a t i on a r y  d u r i ng t he e n t i r e  t i me o f  
obser v a t i o n . Th e t i me t o t a l l ed 1 -2 mi n u t e s . 

Du r i n g  the ob�e r v a t i on the wea t h e r  was c loud y , v e r y  d a r k  and c omp l e t e l y  
w i t l1out w i nd s .  N o  t hu n d e r  c o u l d  b e  d e t e c t e d ; the t empe rat u r e  was a bo u t  1 0  ° C  • 

. . 

Wha t  c�u��d t h i s  phenomenon i s  s t i l l  u n e x p l a i ned . I t  c a n  hard l y  be an 
e l ec t r i c phenomenon caused b y  some manma d e  e l ec t r i c d e v i c e , because t he r e  is no 
e l ec t r i c i t y  o r  power l in e s  in t h e  v i c i n i t y . N o  r e f l ec t i ng o b jec t s  of any kind we r e  
v i s i b l e , e i t h e r . 

Trans l a t i on by Be i k k i  V i r tanen . 

0 

S o u r c e :  

"U l t r a Maga z i ne" no . 10 1 985 . 
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bo ( - 00 1 5  
Info rma t io n  S u bm i t t e d  tG» " OO L I DE" . WY U.!!OHG- Apr i l 1986 
Sect i o nl :  Br i ef undeta i le d  r eports a l l o f  wh i ch ar e c lass i f i ed Insuff Data . 

l ) Da t e: 25/10/66 
T imez  02 : 35 G , M . T . 

Lo cat io n: Lidget Green , Bradfor d , W . Yorks 

No o f  w it ne3see :  Two 

R eport :  O ne w i t ness o bs er ved a n  o range o va l surro unded by red a ights .The o ther 

w i t ne s s  saw an o range co ne hov er o ver Bra d for d fo r f ive m i na befo r e  d i sappear ing .  

2 )  Da t e : 25/8/7H 
'l' ime: 2 3 :  35 nsr 
lO C :  A l l er t� n , Bdfd , W . Yo rk s  

No o f  Wit nesses : O ne 

H e{X?r t : W i t ness wae dr i v i ng  home when she sa w a stra nge orange l ight i n  t he sky ,  

o n  look i ll.{  c loser �he saw i t  wa s  h igh a nd f ly i rg  saucer sha ped. 

3 )  Date :  15/4/81  
'r ime : 2 1 : 40  BST 

Lo c :  Id le , Bra dfor d , W . Yorks , Eng la nd .  

th o f w i t  ness ee :  'l'wo 
H epor t : A s trange br ight y e l low/orange ba l l  wa s s e e n  o ver Id l e  cr i ck et f i e l d . I t 

� wa s  s i l ent i n  t h e  c lear sky .'l' he f u l l  moon and ju p i t er wer e  nearby .'l'he wi t ness es 
saw t h e  o b je c t  mo ve up a nd do wn in a z ig zag fa s h io n . A  t t irnes PJ i n t s  of wh i t e 

l ight ca m e  o ut o f  i t  a nd me l t e d  ba ck  i nto t h e  o b j ect . I t t he n  st ppped , became br ight 

y e l l o w  and f l e w  off to wa r ds Brad for d To wn Ce nt r e .  

4 ) Da t e : 15/4/81 
'l'  ime : 2 1 : 4 5 BST 

lO C :  I d l e , Bra dfo r d , W . Yorks , Engla nd . 

No o f  w it nesses : Twe 
R epor t :  'l'he w it ness es sa w  a reddish/ye l l ow ba l l  i n  t h e  sky from t he w i ndo w o f  

t he ir to p f lat . It lo o k e d  l ik e  i t  waa o n  f ir e  a nd l i t  u p  the who le sky aro und .A t 

t imes i t  ha d a a -pl t l igh t co m i ng  fro m i t  but ma de no no i a e . Bo t h w i t nes s es wa t ched 
t h i s  for f ive m i nut es be for e i t  mo ved away . 

5 )  Da t e : 9 t h  March 19 84 
T ime : Unk no wn ( night ime ) 
Lo ca t io n :  Bank To p , Ho r to n , Bradfo r d , Wes t Yorks h ir e , England . 

No o f  w i t nesses : Two 

R eport : T wo  w i t ness es o bs er v ed an o range f lame co lo ur e d  o b ject o ver Bank 1'o p  

R eser vo ir i n  Bra dfor d . I t  wa s  o bserved o n ly for a s p l i t  seco nd befor e i t  d i s�ppeared.  
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6 )  fu t e :  End August 1976 . 

'l' i m e :  04 : 00 BST 

Lo c :  Pe e l  Pa� k , Bradfor d , W . Yo r k s , t;ng la nd .  

No o f  w it ness es :  o ne .  
R epor t : 'rh e  w i t ness , a  pho tographer , o bserv e d  a y e l lo w/o ra nge ba l l  o f  l ight 

tra ve l l i �  No r t h  to So u t h . It was h igh i n  t he sky . It trave l l ed smoo t h ly a nd 

s lo w l y .T h e  w i t ness fe lt a s ense o f  ca lm and ama zement . He a lso fe l t  wha t h e  

c la i med wa s a t i me d is p la cement wh i ch ma de h im f e e l  u neasy.The o b j e c t  co nt i nu e d  

o n  i ts co urs e u nt i l  lo s t  f rom v i e w .  

7)  na t e : La � t  week S e p t , - 3r d week O ct . 19 76 
T im e :  07 : 15 BS'l1 
Lo c :  Be t ween B i ng ley a nd K e igh l ey , W e s t Y o rk s , F�ngland . 

No o f  w i t ne s s es : o ne .  Sam e  w i t ne ss as a bo ve . 

H erXJ r t :  ' rhe w i t ne s $  wa s  t ra v e l l i rn  o n  a bus a n d  wa s  lo ok i �  o ver t he va l l ey in 

1)8 nho l m e , W .  Yo r k s  whe n  he saw a s i m i lar o b j ec t  t o  what he ha d seen a f ew week s 
pr e v i o us ( s e e  a bo v e a cc.o u nt ) . ' l' h e o b j e c t  wa s i d ent i ca l  i n  a ppeara nce bu t s e em e d  
to hav� a l i ght er co lo u r  o f  wh i t e/y e l lo w . 'l' h e  s k y  wa s c lear a nd t h e  o b j e c t wa s 

t rave l l i � Wes t to East just a bo v e  t he ho r i zo n. It was o bs er ved for a bo u t  2 0 
" 

s e c..o nds befo r e  i t  went o u t o f  s ight a s  t h e  Bus t ur ned a bend .'l'he o b j e c t  wa s 

l a s t  s een go i ng  to war d Co t t i ne l ey Woo ds a nd d isa ppear ed beh i nd t h e  t r ees . 

8 )  IX\t e :  S e p t ember 19 80 

'1' im e :  A pprox 2 1 : 30 BST 

Lo c :  I l l i ngwo r t h , Ha l ifax , W .  Yo rk s , ��ng la nd . 

No o f  w i t nesses : 4 
B e{X?r t :  The w i t nesses wer e t ra ve l l i �· ho me i n  t he ir car i n  a No r t h er ly d i ra c t io n  

w�Hm t hey sa w  a n  o range ba l l  o f  l igh t o ver Ogden MJors , Ha l i fax . 'l'hey s to p pe d  

t he c a r  to o bserve t h e  l ight yh i ch W'd. B sta t io nar y t h ro ughout t h e s itjht i T¥S  .The 

l i eht was o bser ved for a bo ut t en s e co nds befor e  it  j u s t  van i she d . 'l1he w i t ne s s e s  

e n t i ma t e d  t he l ight to be about a m i le away a nd a bo u t  3/400ft  a tu ve t h e h o r i zo n ,  
' l ' he  w ea t her co nd i t i o ns fo r t h i s  t im e  we r e o ver ca s t , coo l and dry .  

9 )  In t e : l 3 t h  S e pt ember 19 8 3  

'1' i m e : 04 : OOh BS'l' 
lo c :  Dr igho us e s , Yo r k , ��ng L--t nd .  
No o f  w i tnesn es : 'Jl wo 

H epo r t :  'l'h e w i t nes s go t up to l e t  o u t her cat a nd loo k ed y p  a t t he s ta r s  w h e n  

s h e  o bs er ve d a laree so f t  o ra nge/y e l lo w s h a p e  ( ba l l ) mo v ing a cro s s t h e  sky fro m  

t he No r t hWe st t o  t h e  So u t h l<1l s t . 'l' h e  w i t ne s s  t hen a wo k e  h er hus ba nd who a l so 

obs e r v e d  t he ba l l  o f  l ight and t hey wat ch ed
' 

i t  for a bo u t  15m inu t es i n  to ta l 

t ra v e l l i �  a cro ss t h e ir f i e l d  o f  v i ew befo r e  d iaa ppear i � o v er t h e  hor i zo n  ro i s e leaa .  
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10) Da t e :  A pr i l  19 7 0 .  

'I' i m e :  01 : 00 BST 
Lo c :  Ro mba lds Moo r , nr Sk i pto n , N . Yo r k s h i r e , r� la nd 

NO o f  w i t ne s s e s :  T wo 

R eJX?r t :  T h e  w i t ness was a wo k e n  from her s l eep by a h igh p it ched wh i ne i �  

so und . !J'h i nk i �  t he no i s e  cou l d  b e  a n  i nd i ca t io n  o f  a n  a cc i dent o n  a nea r by 

ra i lwa y  l i ne she ro us e d  her hus ba nd who went to lo ok o ut t h e  w i ndo w  fa c i ng 

Ea s t . Bo t h  w i t ness es saw a " very br igh t ba l l  o f  l ight" wh i ch ho ver ed at a 

h e ight o f  a oo ut 2 00f e e t a bo v e t he 1'1oor land a nd w h i c h  a ppear ed to be so l i d .  

' L' h e  o b j e ct was a t  a n  e s t imat e d  d i s ta nce o f  o ne a nd a ha l f  t o  t wo  m i l es .  

rr h e  w i t nesses had a c lear v i ew o f  t he o b j e c t due to t he ca lm and c l ear 

wea t h er co nd i t ion.s . It r ema i ned s t a t io nary fo r a bo u t  ha lf a n  hour befor e 

sudde nly r is i ng  ·a n d  f ly i �  away a t  s peed a nd was o ut o f  v i ew a fter a p pro x ima t e ly 

three s e co nds . A a  
'
it d i sa ppear e d  from v i ew , t h e  wh i ni �  no i se a lso fa ded as 

o b j e ct f lew away unt i l  ne i t h er the o b j ec t  no r  no i se could be hear d . Co lo ur 

is unk no wn. 



I n forma t io n subm i t t ed to " EO LIDI?' - WY U:b'"ORG -A pr i l  1986 

S e c t io n t wo :  S ight i nge in t h is s e c t io n  hav e  a ll r e c e ive d L�V EL A Invest iga t io ns 

a nd as such hav e  Eva lua t io ns des ig ra t ed by t he Wes t  Yo rk s UFO R e ea ear ch Gro up: 

The cas es ar e ho w�v er s ho rt ene�- but a nyo ne r equ ir i ng  f ur t h er i nfo rmat io n on t he 
.. - .. - - .. � - , �-._--- .. � .-----�r"'tf' ·,.....--_ ... ,.,...,...� ' ·. '�;-" ___ .. . 

-: full r eP';ts (fan . .  o�ta in :�this from �WYUFDRGs addr ess q uo t i ll?;  t he cas e r ef er e nce 

number . 

Case R eport tb 1:  WYUFDRG R ef : WY/Ofl) 

�tat�& W i nt er 1942 / 3  

T im e ;  19 : OOh GMr -
Lo ca t io n: Scho les , Leeds , We st Yo rks h ir e , �ng la nd . 

O .S . Ma p  R e fer e nce: 375 3 77 - S heet Number 104 
R eport deta i la: 

'!' he w i t ness was r e tur n i ng  ho me from t he Ha i lway S t at ion a t  a bo ut 19 : 00h GM.r when 

as she neared ho me eh� no t i ce d  a f lame red ba l l t rave l l i �  over t he roo fto ps o f  

t h e  h:> uses .'r he o b j e c t  came fro m  t h e  1-b r t h  lli s t  a nd wa s a p pro x imat e ly fo rty o r  

f i f t y feet h igh .'rhe o b j e ct suddenly des c e nded a nd came t o  r e s t  a bo ut s ix f e e t  

a bo v e  t he gro und i n  a ho ver i llS  JX> s it io n a bout 75yar ds fro m t he w i t nese . 'rhe w i t nes s 

co ul d no w  se e the o b ject was a dul ler r ed t ha n  l�d f irs t been ev i dent a nd a l so  i t  
wa s s l ight ly o va l  w i t h  a d iamet er o f  a p pro x ima t e ly l2 f e e t . I t was �a lso ev ident t ha t  

t h e  ba l l o f  l i ght no w  a ppeared t o  b e  o f  so l i d na t ur e  a nd s e emed to b e  l it fro m 

w i t h i n . Sudde nly w i t ho ut war n i ng  t he o b j e ct sho t o f f  at t r emendous speed i n  a So uth 

E:i s t  d ir e c t  io n to wards Gar fo r t h d isa ppear i ng  i n  a mat t er of s e co nds as it c l imbe d 

h igh i nto t he sky . 

W i t ness dea t i l s :  Fema l e aged 4 1/2 aij t im e  o f  e ight i� . Has a v iv i d  memory a nd ha s  

undergo ne ma ny no ta b le paranorma l ex per iences in her l i fe .T hese i nc luded a ha zy 

t i mes l i p  into t h e  futur e ( a t t ime it was about 19 09 and t he t imea l i p  t h e  w i t ness 

row t h i n k s  to ok her to a bout t he 19 6 0a /'f 0a ) a nd a v er y  v iv i d O ut Of Bo dy Ex per ience 
wh i ch o c cur e d  arou nd 19 1 1 .  

Eva lua t io n: Pro ba b le ill"'O .  ( UAP/MED) . 

Cot.. o urt . 
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Ca s e H epor t .th2 : WYU .!iO.ft G R ef : WY/029 

Da te : June/Ju ly 1975  
'l' ime : �2 : OOh appro x - B.S'T 
Lo ca t io n :  llr igho us e , Wea t Yo rk s h ir e , 8ng la nd -

O . S .  H ef :  147 22 8 , Sheet No :  Br igho use l2 

Report De ta i l s :  The witness Nr A w a s  returning home . 'l'he wea ther vas a typi ca l 

ho t sunun ers day ; dry and ca lm . Hia at t ent io n was drawn to an object in t he eky . It 

was a ba l l  o f  l ight a bo u t  the �ame s i ze a s  t he �un and at least  as br ight , r eddy 

orange i n  co lour trave l l i f\g from t he Sout h or Sout hfust to t h e  Nor th o r .thr thWes t 
a t  an a ppro x ima t e  e l evat io n o f  f i ft een degrees . Behind t he object s tr et c hed a v i v i d 

green tra i l  " for m i l ea" .The w t t ness watched t he o bject mo ve s lo w ly for about one 

m i nute  dur ing wh ich he heard no oo ise .Once e ver the to wn t he object appeared to 

ho ver over the  Ca na l
.
�s in fo r about 30seco nds before suddenly mo v ing o ff to t he 

N:>r t h or No r t h �s t  at a fantast ic s pt'ed unt i l  i t  d isappeared from s ight . 'l'o ta l 

dura t io n  wa s  be tween o ne to one and a ha l f m i nu t es . Po i nt s to no t e  are : l ) T h e  o b j est 

va s t ra ve l l il\{ a lo ng a va lley w i th  a fa u l t  l ine . 2 )  rr he va lley co nta i ns  a great ma ny 
h igh vo ltage power l ines . 3 ) 'l' he o b j e ct a p pear e d to fo l low  the l ine o f  a cana l/r iv er 

syatem a nd the po int where t he o bject hovered i s  a bove the lana l � s in . 

8va l n a t ion: U NK K> W N - Pro ba bl e  LrrsjUA P. 

·- ... .. � f"  

DCfltJ tl [ Ro1- . ; '.J 

Case H e  por t No 3:  WYUFORG Case  Ref:  \fYj ) ) 008 
fut e : 22 nd A ugUst 19 82 
'l' ime : l0 : 4 0h BST 
Lo cat io n: Nor land M8or , So werby llr id8e , Wes t Yo rk s h ir e , �la nd . 

H eport  Deta i ls :  The wit ne�s , Mr  B ,  was i n  h is ho use when he o bs erved a n  o b j e ct o ver 

t h e r iver Ryburn.11he o bject dij>ped s lowly beh ind some trees tc the le ft o f  t he r iv er . 

'l' h e  w itness wa i t ed fo r the object to r ea ppear and a ft er a few moments it  d id ao aa 

a n  a p{llrent ly br ight l ight so urce gnce aga in.A lt ho ugh t he witness had a v er y  clear 

v iew o f  the o b j ect he co ald on ly see what lo ok ed l ik e  a n  " incandescent ba l l  G f  l ig·h t "  

and co u l d ro t  s e e  a ny  defini t ive shape .A a t he o bject reappeared i t  moved s lowly up . 

t h e  va l l ey ( lb r t h) jus t above t he trees and fo l lowed t he course e f  t h e  R iver Hyburn. 

As the o bject  moved Nort h s t i l l  s lo w ly fo llo w i r�;  the r i v er i t  seemed to ge t h i gh er 
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• • • • • •  in the sky .A ft er a bou t  t hr ee m i nutes the G b ject ha d  mo ved a cons i dera b le 

d i s tance do wn t h e  va ll ey so t he w i t ness w��fieee- mo v e d  to h is so na bedroom fer 

a be t t er v i e w o f  t he o b ject ( by no w Mr B ha d  a l er t ed h is w i fe and e ight een y ear 

o ld so n to loo k  
·
a t  t he l igh t ) . 'l1 he w i t nesses co nt i nued to o bs erve t he o b j e ct unt i l  

i t  mo ved o u t  o f  s igh t a f t er a bo ut f i ve m i nutes i n  the d ir ect ion o f So wer by Br idge .  

'l1 he w i t nesses descr ibe d t he o bj e c t  a s  a ba l l o f g low ing l ight wh ich seemed da zz l ing . 

O n  o c cas ions t her e a ppeared to be a f lat oo t to m  wi t h  a bro wnish orange ca lor to i t . 

1'he o b j e c t  was est imat e d  by t h e  w i t ness to be no larger t ha n  a bout f ive feet i n  

d iam e t er wh en f irst o bs erved a t  a d is tance o f  lHOyards .O v era l l  co lo r i ng  :- f  o b ject 

wa s des cr ibed as g lo w ing wh i t e  l ight .'l' her e wa s no so und t hrougho u t  t h e  who le o f  
t he s ight i 1115 . 

Eva lua t ion: UNK OO WN - Pro ba b le LI'l'S/UA P 
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OU �AtJOS 
(�ev�ch UFO Jrvmt;>.l) 
N£) 2 2.  ( 1 1 7g) 
OVNI·SEISMES 

lES OVN I 
SO NT- I lS D E C L E N CH E URS 

DE  S E I SM E S  ? 
Le 9 oct obre 1 97 7 ,  ent r e  1 9  h .30 et 23 h .  

30, 1 e  ch�teau de l a  R oche-Courbon ( C har entes 

Mar i t i rnes ) devena i t  l e  th�a t re d 'un  srec tac l e  

i nsol i t e .  T ro is  OV N I  evoluent autou r de cel u i ­

c i  e t  ce ,  dur ant  qua t re heu res ! 
1 1  eta i t  env i ron 1 9  h .30 lo rsque Madame 

Roussel , empl oyee au  ch� teau e t  hah i tant a 

" La C hevr er i e " ,  apen;o i t  soudai n ' ' u ne gr osse 

e to i l e  q u i  m onte et  descend dans le c i el en 

s ' immob i l i sant  par i nstant " .  

Dans le  merne t emps , M i l e  Mar ie - L ise 
G u i l ba u t ,  1 3  ans.  qui se t rouve dans l a  cou r du 

chat eau voi t ,  el le auss i ,  juste au-dessus de la 
g r ande al l ee cent ra le  qu i se p r olonge dans la 
f o r e t , apres le pare ,  une aut re  "g rosse et o i l e "  

b lanche, t r es b r i l l an te  q u i  se d i r ige rap idemen t 
dans sa d i r ec t ion .  L es for mes de l 'objet se 
p r ec i sent t r es v i te ;  i l  se presente sous ! 'aspect 

d 'un  gl obe bl anc eblou issan t ,  entoure  d 'un  
d i sque q u i  change constarnment de couleu r ,  [...._______ __ e_' tu_de _

___ 
] ,  

_ 
de la C. E .  O U RANOS . 

passant  a l t e r nat ivement du rouge au jaune.  du  

ver t a u  bleu . pu is au blanc. Parvenu a l 'oree de  

l a  fo r  et , l 'objet s ' i m mob i l i se . Ses d imensions 
arpa r entes sont  cel l es de la  p le ine L u ne .  

Pa r u n e  fenet re  du chat eau . o r i entee tt 
! 'oppose de cet te observat ion ,  la m e r e  de la  
jeune f i l l e .  Mme G u i l baut ,  apen;o i t quant  a 
et l e  un t r o i s i eme ob jet  qui  s 'e lo igne dans l e  
c ie l . 

Les OV N I  f i n issent  par se regrouper a haute 

a l t i t ude et  r estent enco r e  v i s ib les jusqu 'a  23 h .  
30. p u is d ispa r a issent  vers  l e  Nor d- E s t .  

L e  lendemain ,  c 'est -a -d i re le 1 0  octobr e  

1 97 7  a 1 9  h .30, l es OV N I  reapparaissent ,  mais  

ce t te  fois  i l s  sont au nombre de quat re ,  g roures 

et ayant l 'apparence de g rosses e t o i l es t res 

b r i l l an tes .  l i s entou rent  le chateau sans jamais 

se rappr ocher  puis s 'el oignen t ,  de nouveau ,  
v e r s  l e  Nord- Es t . 

Ma ins de h u i t  heures arres la f i n  de ! 'obser ­

va t ion  du d i m anche 9 oc tobre,  exactement a 
7 h .  06 ce lund i  1 0, u n  bref grondement couvr i t  

bo  I - 0 C) 1 6  

I £! t er r i t o i r e  des Charen tus Mar i t i rnes du riln t  

que lq1 1cS stcondes.  l ' l ns t i t u t  de Gt.>ophys ique 
de S t r asbourg  con f i r ma qu ' i l  s ' ag issai t b ien 

d 'un t rembl ement  de te r r e. de magn i t ude 4 . 5 
su r  l 'echel l e de R ichter  e t  dont  ! 'ep ic en t r e  se 

s i t u a i t  a envi ron 2 k ms de la cote  de l ' l l e 

d 'Oie ron .  

Par l a  su i te .  Mons ieur  Rent� Samson . enque­
teur  de l a  Com m iss ion O U R ANOS,  ;o i l  u ne 

constat  ion t roub lt�nte .  E n  r eprenant  t o u t es l es 

observa t i ons d 'OVN I qu i  se sont  derou l ecs 
su r  l es Charente�. Mar i t imes d u rant  l ' an nee 

1 97 7  et  en poi nta 1 t  so igneusemen t  cel l es - c i  su r  
une car t e  geol o!J ique .  i l  s 'aper�o i t  que L. a  
R oche- Cou r i.Jon es t s i t uee su r  l e  Sync I i n  at  
compr i s  entre deu x f a i l l es geol og iq ues .  

N 

q) 
fo1Ue 
Synchnal 

• 

• Ob!.er vo I on 
en vol 

' "  Alle<IIS�gof Ver r 1lres 

(� . ; 
O uel ques jours auparava n t . l e  1 8  septer J • l l r e .  

i l  y e u t  u n  a t te r r i ssage a Ver r ie r es ,  un  pet i t  

v i l l age s i t ue s u r  l a  f a i l l e  d e  Cognac , e t  l e  1 3  

octobre une observat ion a R oyan v ien t  de 
nouveau se s i tuer  su r une ta i l l e  geol ogique .  Le 
1 9  novembre.  un OVN I  de g randes d i mens ions 

est observe au -dessus de Sa i n t - Denis  d ' O i e r o n .  

C e t t e  observat ion s 'a l i gne su r  l a  f a i l l e  Sud  de  

! 'ep icent r e  des  secousses s i sm iques .  Au debu t 

de l 'annee 1 978.  le 1 9  janv i e r ,  u n  OV N I  es t 
e ncore observe dans l e  c i el de l a  Roch e l l e .  
juste sur  l a  g rand-2 f a i l l e  Nor d .  

E st -ce a d i r e  q u ' i l  e x i s te ra i t  une re la t i o n  d e  
cause a e f fet  ent re  l e s  se ismes e t  ce r t a i 1 1s 



phenomenes c�lestes ass im i l ables aux OV N I  7 
Oue l ques m embres d e  l a  C . E . O .  se sont deja 
penches S U [  la ques t i on et ,  b ien qu ' i l  soi t  
encore t r op t6t pour  en t i rer une conc l us ion,  

on peut di re qu ' i l  pou r ra i t  ef fect ivement .  
a ! 'ana l yse d es fa i ts ,  e x is ter  une cor relat ion 

e t ro i te  ent re certains se ismes et des appa r i · 
t ions d ' O V N I .  

Des phenomenes celestes l u m i neux ont ete 

vus par de nombre u x  temoins, avant ,  pendan t 

et a p res des secousses s i smiques . 
A i ns i .  l ors  d.J seisme d' Agad i r  ( v i l i e  ed i f iee 

s u r  une ta i l l e  g�ol og ique) , p l usieurs personnes 
v i rent  en tev r ie r 1 960 une enorme boule l um i - ­
neuse t rave rsant le c iel de la v i l l e . alors  que l a  

puissante secousse vena i t  d e  t o u t  aneant i r  sous 
une apocal y pse de pier res .  Cet te boule sernbl a i t  
ven i r  de l a  mer e t  l es bul l et i ns d ' i nformat ion 

de I ' O . R . T . F .  de l 'epoque s ignalerent que "les 
te rno ins sor t  is de chez  eux , au momen t meme 
de l a  sec ousse. aura ient  vu une g rande lueur 
au l arge d ' Agad i r . 

F in novembre 1 967 , un O V N I  survol a i t  
l e  M on t K onovi ,  a ins i  q u e  l es v i l l es d e  Pr is t ina  

et · So f i a ,  en Yougos l av ie .  Le  survol de I ' O V N I 

s u i v a i t  la I i gne de f rac tu re  dans l 'axe N . O -S E .  
des Bal kans .  Le 30 novembre 1 967 . a 8 h . 24 . 

un v io lent seisme se fa i t  sen t i r  dans la zone 
s i t uee par l es v i l l es d e  Deba r ,  T a t ovo. S k o p l j e ,  

Pes t  k op i ja , K icevo e t  St ruca.  

Au Nord - E st de I '  Aus t r a l ie . une ser ie de 
t r em bl em e n t s  de te r re  fu t  en r eg i st ree le 28 

septembre 1 969 . les secousses e ta ient accom ­

pagnees de nom breuses explos ions et de 
myster ieuses l ue.Jrs ver tes dans le cie l . 

A deu x  repr ises . au mat  in du 9 fevr ier  1 97 1 ,  
l a  ter re  t remble dans l e  Sud de l a  Cal i forn ie .  

L os Ange l es et toute  l a  banl ieue fu rent  for te· 

ment ep rouves lors de la prem iere secousse. 
l o r s  de la s econde , qu i eut l ieu deux heures 
p lus tard et qui  toucha p lus essent ie l l ernent l a  
per iph�r  i e  de la  v i  l i e ,  de nombreux temoins 
ocu l a i r es  r apporte rent  la presence de p l us ie...., rs 
l ueurs' dans l e  c iel . 

E n  1 930 , un v i olent  t r emblement de ter r e 
secoue l e  J apan et plus  de 1 500 personnes 
constaterent la p resence de "l ueurs  dans 
l e  c ie l ". 

L 'appa r i t ion de "bou l es l u m i n euses " e t  de 

"l ueurs dans le c ie l " a depuis l ongtemps ete 

rappor t ee par des temo ins au cours de seismes.  

Ce n 'est q u 'en recherchant parmi  des m i l l iers 

d 'observa t i ons que l ' on se rend compte de ces 

m an i fes t a t i ons qu i semblent et re mises de 

cote par manque d ' i ntere t . Tres peu d 'organes 
d ' i n fo rmat ion  en ont d i f fuse les cas et dans 

ces eventa l i tes ! ' importance de leurs  comrnen· 
t a i res se t rouve m in im isee . 

Cha r l es F or t , dans son ouvrage " l e l i v r e  

d es Damnes".  rel ate d e  nombreux cas de t r ern ­

bl ements de ter re  en cor re l a t i on avec "de 
myster ieux meteores l u m ineu x .  A i ns i : 

- le 4 novembre 1 7 32 : se i smes en Su isse 
p recedes par un "me t eore a ve u gl a n t  ".  

- l e  22 mai 1 7 3 2 : en Souabe .  ' ' l ' a i r f u t  
t raverse de brumes epa i sses a t r avers 

l esquel l es on aperceva i t  une pa l e  l u eu r .  

Pl us ieurs jou rs  avant l a  secousse, 01 1 ava i t 

vu des "globes de f eu ' · . 

- Le 7 j u i n  1 7 79 : des secousses s i sm i ques 
sont precedees de " g l o bes l u m i neu x "  q u i  

evo l uent  dans l e  c i e l de Bou l ogne 
- Le 9 novembre 1 8 1 9  l e Canada et l e 

Nord des U . S . A .  s o n t  su rvo l es pnr des 
" l u m ie res dans les nues " et su iv ies par  
l a  chute d' une mat  ie re no i r e a p r es une 

secousse s ism iq ue . 
- Le 22 novembre 1 8 2 1 : a N ap l es . u n  

meteore l um ineu x "su i t  l a  rn�me t r ajec·  

to i re  qu 'une sec ousse te l l u r i q u e " .  

- E n  1 863 : phenomenes l u r n i neu x dar 1s l e · 

c iel l ors du t r ern b l em en t de t e r r e de 
Ma n i l l e .  

- Les 1 2  e t  1 3  fe v r i e r  1 8 73 s e i smes e t  

"corps l u m i neu x " . � 

Dans l es tex tes d ' u n  fasc i c u l e  depose a l a  

B i b l io theque de Marsei l l e ,  en r e l a t a n t  l e  t r er n ­

blement de ter re  du 20 m ar s 1 8 1 2  su r ven u 

dans l e  Sud de la F ra nee .  a B eaurn on t .  u n  

certa i n  J . M . R obert f a i t  e ta t  de phenornenes 
l um in e{J x  qui  se sont m an i fes tes pl us ieurs  f0 i s  
dans l es c om mu nes vo i s i nes de cet t e l ocal i t e .  

Le t e x te fa i t ment ion d e  " . . .  phenomenes q u i  

s e  s o n t  m an i fest es not amment e n t r e  Manosque 
e t  V i l l eneuve d ' Ape r t "; "phenornenes s i  
e f f rayants  q ue sept voyageu rs q u i  e t a i e n t  
d ans l a  vo i tu re  d e  D igne o n t  p r e f e r €  s 'a r r e t e r  a 
l a  m auvaise auber ge des O u a t  re - T ou rs . p lu to t  
que d 'a l ler  coucher a M anosq u e . A l 'app r oche 
de l a  v o i t u re .  ce bal l on l u rn i neu x qui  vol t igea i t  
s u r  le  chem in  s 'est d iv ise en q ua t r e  feu x .  e t  

a l ors l a  vue des voyageu rs s'est t el l ement 
t roublee qu ' i l s  ont cru voir  d anser au t ou r  

d 'eu x quat re  hommes enfer mes dans une 
g rande l anterne.  A Ste-T u l l e  et a Manosque , 
une g rande c l a r te ressernlJi a n t  a u ne au r o r e 
bor eal e fu t  aper�ue corn me suspendue dans l es 
a i rs ,  pendan t quelques m i nu tes" . 

Le texte  par l e  ega l ement de fa i t s  qu i  se 
sont derou les l e  30 mars  1 8 1 2  vers 8 heu res 

du soi r :  "un grand meteore l u rn i neux f u t  

v is ib l e d epuis  Marsei l l e  jusq ue G ap ,  rn a i s  a 
Beaumont , a S t€ T u l l e ,  a Ma nosque et a S t -



M ichel . il a f fecta d i f fe r entes d i rect ions et 

acqu i t  l 'apparence et l 'ecla t  d 'une vds te  tour 
en f l ammee".  

Au rega rd  de t ous ces fa i ts .  on c onsta te  
i nden iabl ement ' que des rel a t ions e x is tent  

en t re  ces  phenomenes et certa ins  t remblement s  
d e  ter r e . De ces quel ques exemples de cor rel a ­
t ions. nous pouvons. au  moins .  conc l u r e  cec i :  

1 )  Nous constatons I '  ex istence d 'une s imu l t a ­

nei te en t r e  certa ins sl! ismes e t  une ca tego r i e  
part icul ie re d e  ph�nomenes l u m i ne u x  dont 

! 'ex is tence. et ud iee de fa�on i n te rm i t tent€ 
par quel ques auteurs  d isperses. a e te  rep r ise 
et e tud iee par Cha r l es F or t ,  mais ne sembl e  
jamais avo i r  e t e  p r ise en conside ra t i on par 
l es sc ien t i f iques. 

2) Ces "boul es" ou " meteores l u m i neu x "  
su rvolent peu avan t .  o u  peu apres.  l es z ones 
de f rac tu res ou de fa i l l es geo log iques.  

3)  Ces phenomenes l u m ineux ne sont  s ignal es 
que dans cer t a i ns cas de "secousses l ocal es' · .  

Haroun Taz i e f f  par l e  egalement de pheno­
menes l um i neu x l or s  du  t remblemen t  de te r r e  
d ' l du (en 1 930) .  dans son ouvrage " L a Ter r e  
t r em ble" .  mais s ' ag i t - i l  d e  phenomenes de 
meme nature ? : 

"Ce fut lors  du se isme d ' l du que l es pheno­
menes l u mi neu x si souvent  dec r i t s  par 
l es temoins de grandes secousses furent 
observes par  des sc ien t i f iques .  Jusqu 'al ors . 
mal g r e  l ' abondance des tt�moignages, on 
douta i t  de l a  real i te de ces  ecl a i r s  l o ngs,  de 
ces  boules de feu,  de ces r a ies i r rad iees . de 
ces fa i sceau x .  de ces d raper ies aux te in tes 

et aux in tens i t es d i verses " .  

Des recherches ,  e f fectuees notammen t 

pa r des chercheu rs japonais ,  ont p u  met t r e  
en evidence que  des va r ia t ions regionales 
du champ magnet ique ter rest re  p recedaient 
t oujours les seismes .  L es et udes sur  la pr evis ion 
de t r emblements de t er re ont con f i r m e  ! 'appa­

r i t ion de pu i ssants champs rnagnet iques lo r s  
de  compr essions i n ter nes i ntenses dans  l a  z one 
hypocentra le .  A i ns i .  t ors du seisme du l ac de 
K er k a r i o - au Japon (en 1 938) .  l es mesur es 
magnet iques e f fectuees i ndiquerent ! 'e x istence 
d 'une t r es importante anomal ie magnet ique 
Alors  que des mesures eta ient  rMd i t ees un an 

p lus tard,  l 'anomal ie  n'apparaissai t  p lus .  
Nous savons auss i  que l es OVNI  engendrent 
des per tu rbat i ons magnet iques sans d oute  l iees 
a leu r  mode de propu ls ion .  E x is ter a i t - i l  u n  
l ien e n t r e  certa i ns mouvements tec ton iques e t  
certa ines mani festat i ons d ' O V N  I ag issant e n  
des end r o i ts  de fa i l les geol ogiques ? Ou est -ce 
l es rnouvements tec toniques qui i nqu ie tent l es 

occupants de ces eng i ns ? Dans ce der n ier cas . 
l eu r  act ion est -el l e  de l im i ter l es e f fets de ces 
rnouvemen ts tel l u r iques ? Dans d 'au t r es c a s  I 'enorme energie p rodu i t e  par  ces m ouver n e n t � 
i n ter nes es t -el l e  suscept i b le  de p rovoquer u n  
cer ta in  type d e  pl lenomenes na tu rcl s  non 
encore iden t i f i es ? Autant de ques t ions qu i  
rner i tera ient  une etude a t tent ionn�e. ca r  non 

moi ns i nqu ie tant  est  ! ' i n tens i f icat ion et la 
success ion des secousses s is rn i ques depu is ces 

der n ie res annees. l e  l ong de la  l igne de f r artu r e 
ter res t re; i ntensi f icat i on qui semble bien e t re  
en  e t r o i te cor re la t ion avec des observat ions 
d ' OtJjets  Volants Non l den t ies . 

le Corn i 1� de la C . E .  O U R ANOS 

, 
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M A R Y  K I N G S L E Y ' S O B S ERVAT I ON 

Though t y o u  mi gh t be i n t e re s t e d  i n  t h l s p as s a ge I came a c ros s i n  
tta ry K in gs l e y ' s T rav e l�i n We s�! rl c a ( Lon do n ,  V i rago P re s s , 1 9 8 2  ( f rom 
a t u rn - o f - t h e - ce n t u ry o r i g i n a l  e d i t i on ) , p .  2 5 4 . Ms . K i n g s le y  was o n  an 

1 89 5  e xp l o ra t io n a t  L ak e  N co v i  b e t w e e n t he Ogowe and Rembwe r i ve r s , t h e n  
i n  t h e  r e g i on o f  t h e  N J ge r  P r o t e c t o r a t e  an d Gab on , whe n s he w e n t o u t a t  
n i gh t a l on e  t o  b a t h e  a n d  c an o e  on t h e  l ak e  w a t e r s . Then : 

" I s aw a s t r a n ge t hi n g h ap p en . Down t h ro ugh t h e  f o re s t 
on t h e l a ke b ank o p p o s i t e c ame a v i o l e t  bal l t h e  s i z e o f  a 
sma l l  o r an ge .  W h e n  i t  re a c h e d  t he s an d  b e a c h  i t  h o ve re d a lo n g  
i t  t o  an d f ro c l o s e  t o  t he g ro und . I n  a f ew m i nu t e s  ano t he r  b a l l 
o f  s i m i l a r ly c o l o r e d  l i gh t  c ame t owa r d s  i. t  f ro m  b e h i n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
i s l e t s , a n d  t he t w o  wave r - t o a nd f ro o ve r  t h e  b e ach , s ome t i me s  

c i r c l i ng rounJ e a ch o t h e r . I ma d �  o f f  t o w a r d  them i n  t he c an o e , t: l d  nk  t n g  
a s  I s t i l l  do -- t he y  we re s ome b ran d n e w  •ki nd o f  l um i no u s  i n s e c t . 
W h e n  I go t o n t o  t he i r b e a ch o n e  o f  t he m  w e n t o f f  i n t o  t h e  b u s h e s  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r  away o v e r t h e  w a t e r .  I f o l lowe d l n  t he canoe , fo r t h e 

w a t e r  h e r e  l s  ve ry de e p a nJ , when I a l mo s t  t houg h t  I ha d go t i t , i t  
we n t  down i n t o  t he wa t e r a n d  I c o u l d  s e e  i t  g l o w i n g  a s  i t  s unk uu l l l  
i t  v an i s : a C! d  i n  t h e d e p t h s . "  

La t e r ,  on a s k i n g  t h e n a t i v e s  :i n  t h i s  v e r y  r e mo t e  re g i on ,  t h e y  e xp l a i n  i t  
a s  a n  1 1 Ak u" - - a d e v i l . Th e re i s  no f u r th e r e xp l an a t i o n o r  d i s c u s s i o n o f  
t h e  i n c i de n t . 

F r om R o he r t  Co l t m a n  
B o x  8 5  
s .  C h e l m s f o r d , M A  0 1 8 2 4  

v i a  ne n n i s  S t a c y , Ed i t o r , t1 l J FON �J ou r n a l 

' 
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ll W � .)'�lllo 1 •oo l .  u ud f r i f h l c.: u r.t u bon o , d � l HsD h,· a �·c.o l h  no an� :d lot t c r i l l ,  w ho 
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I J t ; .: r
.
�·d � t l l: ll< t• l • l l  t l 1 1• :- u i • J •�· f . 

b o  1 - 0 0 1 <3 

THE DAILY MAIL 

( London) 
Tue sd ay , 1 3th F ebruary ,  

1923 . Page 7/5 . 

I L\ 7\ C l � (� " < � l l OS' l'." 
H .-\ l H .\ XT Y I LL .\ C t l·; 

:-; 1) ECTJ t  E. } 

T � u  � u iJ a W.uw i�� a i ru \· i l l . qc  .. • .  

I Ft: �l l l �' l'ul l l l • l ' l l l  &u ot! � <.t r l l ,(.' u•J, l a14·.: �t.;­
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H la r<>"i\.,1,. t lt a l  t laa • liltoet " of }·e n1.1J <Xom pl<>o 
J& ll a hv. l  iauJ,.oJ- for l h t r o  " "  woro t L i n ;; a  .lo h � v o o  
and wrlb t !\ a u  • re � ru.au .. -d of i u  our pll i k•Ot•h y ;  l•ut. 
th• u n c anollon�l ,  un l.i.uc d rea der -.· il l  m o r o  w i l l i o a ly 
-..-r ii,. &he J•Lououa�oon &.o 1011� a u t.un�.l cau.o. •· .\ 
),l i illt. J j� b l  J1u11 1 ina • il iJ  �·ci rd UIOYoJUIII n l� &UOY� t L o  
}111rtoD Du. .. u t.il.. • • • • reJllJ ·bluo l a �: b t  w al h  .• 
&:rY<JIJ com1-lnion.''. uy t L o  . n·porli, aud thoro 1 1  
J>Gi l1 iu� in l L o  Ju...,n p l lo.lll t o  d iaurn.ll t t l.• t t.oorr t h & t.  
u . • • J�k le our ulJ h ic1.1d ., i l l-o• · l Lo · "'  i�p. i�o on

.
• . c.C 

t1i, 111 a a y  f u t u l io .: u i..e-c. 'l'he a he r o a l i v o  a U Jl JlO. I l loo 

i.& tl1at. t lacr11 ia • vrry 6 u ln t a n t id bodr eomewlu:ro 
bt-Liud &he Gua t iutt ' I n•,  aud t b a L  a aloul·b c a r l <' il  
i a \  t- l 4; at9r. y. i th  a li.:�rac-w la i p  co u ld 10011 d••l'tl 
tbo .. ,,  .•  terr. · · ·. 

· . • \\' t l l ·o'·t he· ..-isp-J ad.; -o' · l l o lhorn ( i �  Ai a  �at � u�) :  
�)' "'·llh·b or bia UID'ltl ahall ... e k n o w  t L •  IJlf l l l r'  . or 
()loll t U f i U be Lu led & Jo uL le hie,  l a k o  • pbOtl· 
f'hO>rrKcD' J e k y l l  and U ydo. J l e ��� run la i a  

couh• l h roua h th• &u) l bolo; J and fo lldor o  aud l.:�c .. l 
tu J>C' t•l i uou of 1 \'Cr(. couu l rJ a111ce . t he ) t A r  ll l a u lc ,  
ow bil.a conc:urrc n t l y  10  b �o�a IUll bll>d � a t.o l7 t L r ou1h 
4 t.e fill� O( .cic U J i6c U l l ·book l, ·· l1iCh have Cl(• 
J•la tn.d Liru a �o�  • J  i.u lha uao•� dcla� u l l u iiJ inco111 ·  
Jl l t l�mi !..l •  lau ; u a ; e  . •  h J t k )· l l , Lo la  a r upo.:t a ule  
, ,·a tnl i6.:  fac� ; •• J ly d c , tbo t t r n n  and l onderu1e11 � 
�� & b e  CIIUD l J ) •  .. Io in t he ftna a n4 r l�o .,.- hero. 
- h ia a.o� aurJ-�riai n K  l h a L  M w t r r  \\' ill I••• .ccurcd 
a li u n  ; rip ou t ho 1 u p e r . t H iona u t  a u c c t- t n  
c � ut r l l i oua .;�I )' Oh !. ,  f o r  bia u a 'ufficie o l ly m y • & a .:  
• .:.1u a i u t .uce lu  Plllk t ,  Oil a lonely mu•h t r�o�c� . 
' & .,. I l l  wiJui11bl a nJ d • •· u ,  )\' b en ou• ia •uddl'nly 
w n l r oulcll b)· a cJ . >�  of , hoally  inc.uad.l.c��:ae11 d • ucuta  ha ily c> n  aol btuc,  i &.  a u 11 y  he ur:t o.> r u f u r a i u a .  in 
t b�ur ) ,  1 0  " >"  lirml1 t� C'o l l h c U ,  · •  'l•t.:. ia a l'<' r t a 111 

· ' r io.cou. •ub•l• nrr r t ftc c l i n ;  l i'h&  irt . t bo d a r k . " 
1 b111 one '• '"'"t"<' j .. nc • o: r l hde.� • Ji l  to clua • c  ' " t he. 

I . rvof o{ ou"'a tuOJI I h  j u•l  .... t t! ou;:h (lfit .., .., . a t n .iJ : 
· T h l"  D ame l ; uia . }.aluu. "' Ill p i H n  to .t hie a t u n .; c  

I .-a a nifra t � u ion o( l umi u ou.. I> "  " �e.:a u .. IL  ou lJ h a a a  
(l .t . , f r i v h t a au )  ( ooh," u y a  Dloun� I n hi.  • · .\ n 1 1· 
1 u i l i M . "  Tha old •u pcr.L.i�ioP, u emplo y ed  b7 � a l l  o n  ltl " L'..l l l�, ,·o," • •• t h . H  J ack-o'- l a u t hora lo-. e .J l O  
l1:1d �· a .,· hnu U l i" Y  iu t h e  d u li , a n d  ntira t \u·m In m a r • h  or J i a cu ( comp:ue S h a k u pu r e .  • · •rho fempnl , " , Ad 1 V., l:;cua 1 • •  1 '' t ' l • y t d  J ad t  
a i t h  IUI u);  :•' •. _'  . . 

t -� 1 'b ia  m i t..:h i u oua l u l l  l. d u cr: "'•d . I� p r � J i oo'a 
l � .S ) u.ph.i d it ," 111 l !J o  l 1 u u ;  · · 

r �· � �: � · . · ·, .
'0 '' of  Jl Urpo.l to decth e Ul j · I '· : · A od. l u d i u r  u a ,  n a ll ota u a Lo . l r aJ �- · • :. l..ou� •· i n l u  �:Jit&  o u t  of t h e  • • J , 

.-��·., • .\ ud w he n  "'·c at i.:k io l lac  uair• c.. r cbr, . ' '1 .\� ·· � } l ,.  d>J�b Vo' i t h  l a u ; l• t c r  luvo  u•:.:·-"----.' ' . TW. ia a lllOI'e piut u r o�quo ,- je-.· HalL t lat cc.IJ J e.:�eul ifil)  · t.llf'<lr y  uf · •  \' ltCOUI • u ljo l a u c a  , 
I koiiO i iu;: W U tc ii_Yu Nll, p r i vin. a utJ ftiU. l....: 111� �� i• 
l wonau ou4. of , _ ln�:--t i ll Giu e l.o u t  rinua , ), oJ .: -= • .  
I t ic. , Lorau .... iD UlueQ •• , .. .: .. l"ur• i.& ..14 UC W il  a v a  
· tf air ... : · ·. · . I '  ij a i lo ra  ir•� or -.·e a  c, very · � u l i l ioua on t h e  .,.,'\,. � c l or lht i;� nia h i iiiU . Una aucL J ·hr D <l l l ltl i i OII . ... ) • I ·� ar o• uHt t l t a  a io;�.u;: in a l o nny li\ C i d l t � r  \14\)o.t t..o l>t 

1.11 i rt l �& l l i \, \e  luJi.:.. t lou of lUI J'"· rcrk , v. lu : n  ... a l w u 1 l  
I l 1 1 00  • e ra h ��o i i oJ  "· jU.. juy I U  a 11r01 1 1 iaC o f  e & l tU iu 
:l1o nc-:a fu talr e. 'l'b• cornua on hy  pol l.ca ie lo· d aJ la t l • :1 l \\' i l l ·11' · l l• a · 
• i.o p i1 t he f\ .1 1 11e O( hiii' U in,  nlD Uh � U I ,  b 1 1 1  "( 'J"\n •llrr' !UlryclupoJu" a id a.: u In l U i a  l l .fili'Y on l l: c 
I J OUI•J t i�A l  a:.ar.u ar u� c a unoL i a n i l e  •t•oat.&a.o u o l y .  
j uo l l. e r  a aul more p l a u.iL io aUI[i:Ml ioo ia  l l. u  
f' h 06 p li u r c l l «l b)' u a o� t o , w• hicu ie aponl a o e ou � l y  
lnli � cu m a blo , 'D.J a y  � produc�d \Jy doc&y iul an im�� 

I l l & l � r  iD c�ur.·hy a rd. a ud ' "'' &lll p-4 ,  Lul • •· c: o  hrr • 
Utara a r a  tl & w a  in l h l  f NI •Onin& j 11ol U t lacro  1 1' 1  in 

I . lrt l L a  aq;u lll4lnt iur p ho..pl •oreacc u �  " ' P :lU r.. 1 L  
D I I J  b a  a.l l t.f D'l«i, inJo«J, l l • • �  t ho p Lc DQJUDOO D ,  ! )l•uuib k ao r•n  t? b. d u to  &.o aw t u n l  ea u-..., L lli  D o v e r  kca u t iafaclor ily u pl aJ u c4,  por ,)oca t here a p p u r  \o lJe O D)' l imit.  L O  l Ue \ a r i C l J  o( f o ra" ll.hUruoJ bJ 
:Le '"' i� faluu.. tia01c l iulat ., . read c..f i L  u • 

h nao of blue ,  rcJ, & t t<l l ,  or y e llow, aLinll l; iu a hud po.itiou clou to t hoa s r ou n d . ulbor r e port  a t e l l  
)f • b a l \  of  l i,la l .. , u u d i n ;t  upid l1 o\· e r  t U. cou u l q  lud  o f t co  ru i111  l• i i b  iu t L 1  a i r .  A c a i n ,  t Lo ft 1 1uo "•l l>c c n  u c o  w ({ i v iJe ioto a m :. l l  p a r lt ,  w L i c b  
iwcr it"'d c:on1 fllioat� wovcru c o lt  l 1ko ll .ou of & 

, 
�a.lcl1 d a �ct-

.
·�:· .:.

-
. 

· • ·. . • · - · ·:_· . .' . · · . , . 
��:· �: re 11. · ldiln G/ ' " '  .. a., ... ,ng ha rn M 'l il. .. . 
,. . 1\ir,- 1 rull '-· il'l'l in l..6n-d tl a• a N:ou u l  of t h e  ! !104o l l y  
1 i • h L  u e a  � �  l"c n11y Com p ton. 1 rcul•u•locr �t .. · ec n l f � y  anrl aa, l y  )'CWt fo <� ; o ,  ... I t er a v• c l  a<:uou , PI)' h t hc r  �CHill a t -..·or� a t.  Co kl  n .. l l i  Co t t c :: u. Ui.llc�l•y Cuuo.JUO n ,  
• . 1 Ml  •lupin� t. ho re al t b d  t i u� , '  o�>e n i ; b l  • • w  • 

l;; h l aud, aa tl -.crib�l io 1 ha \-ic i n i l )' o( a. r a l hor  l a r ;; e  kct or a & IOT k uv .. ' l& .. C.::.ld l h lll l'ool. 'l'hiull iol  i t  
r a a  Dtb pvucbora ur o l L t: r ,.· i.e , b a  •· • u L  t o w a No t l. e  lillt, Lu.t .. L •  e prrosd� i t  t he li10ht.  r O()C'o(le.i. 'T'Lc u tcln; a.o ai:; o of l •umnn l>eioo;a. lae .. Lrai� h t.••y  O&n•o ' I> t l�t Cl(jlldtu.ioo lJ14t. i L  '" 11 ""L•l  � C.OIII mooly O&lJcd  . � • •ll"''·l l·�- w :..p (or i 1p u 4  illoluUA) .  I L d i o-. o L. b a J  

. ,  ,._ a. 1i•uila.r 1ii:hl L e f o 1 e  iA &AO th e r  p u �  ot t h e  · · ount.ry. l u  my youu r e r  c.Mya J 1 .. ,. ofl..eq llurd · Ooutry people · � lt·ot �hem.- l"oun, e tc . •  
. • . �1 • .l l�tcr llOIUI, :Uoae leJ • . : . · � • . C. Bu.a11. .. , . .. . · .. ·- . ... ' . . . -, ... . . . . 
: r;L:-�-.:�.t •:.=-=. ,====,====== 

. . . . : � . . . 
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' '  SPOOK ' '  STILL AT LARGE 
TI-lE " WARWICKSHIRE I-I ILLS� 

ElU S lVE H l ll'�t : .' 

l i GHTS. . ' -� 
• . t , : . _ . ; , . . . 

. . . 

Tl1 e  ' '  G l1 o s t  ' '  

Yet La id, 
N ot : 

I 

1! , . ·""' '· . 
, t 

!I · ' · . .
. . MARSH GAS ? 

· · · ':· . .  . 
0 • .. � 

Poss ib le  Sol ut ion G f  the 
Myetery. 

T h a  " f: h G$ 1 11  w h i ch h a u n 4  t h e  
h i l l s ot  S o u th Warwicksh lro  h u  
n o t y e t  b e e n  l ai d .  

M an y  1 t ra nco l i&;h ta h a v e  made 
t h e i r  appaara n c o  I n  · t h o  d i& tr ic t . 
- n d  ' u " u t c d  e x p l an a t i o n •  a r t  
t h a t  t h o y .  I l k• l h  .. c h o u .  a r e  o i t h ar 
d u o to p h o.p hor u a  r l� '"'  l ro m  
l h g  d �m p  a ro u n 4 ,  or a o  m .u-ah Jila 
l r C� m  w h i�h t h e  l r i •h , . wil l  e• lht w 11 J1 1 1  ap r l n, a. 

f r om O u r O w n  Corr�po nd o n t. J ,La W IW"l"U� ,  J-" ruiA� f• 11 .. .... -.ut t J l i l l .  Sou t la \\'A.� n . i d � lu r•, )uus 
l l a i.a \u:d, 'Lc-.:u t la u  t;UII l ut \· ie�i l • •n. / rum 
l ii ru a i u): luun 6A Ud &A ll pn r l �  ut t hu lf jJ.  
l 1 1 1 1 1 lo ,  a u t c u t  ou �i o.: the u o w  lawou• ' " ;: l 1ua t ' •  � hh:b l;jj ��o t..& l ."l  lu tua � o  U uu• 
l ll l"uul  \' i a i l&& t ioua &a L t Li•  u ui � u.ou l  .... I :.. 1'\�· l a l lol  &HIII I I I luut la o�u i u..��o l a n)' lhoof)' 
t lua l i t  1,. • uvunu, l u na l ,  a l l  l"''l/ '1" l u  t l �  
l ii i UicJ i .. l u  lorna l a t y  ll i'JI .. r t u  ' '" i .. v e ta  i l. 

.\ a.:cur . l l lli( tu && 1 1  a. uoouola ,  lw"' • '  orL l L e  
" .. l 'vu� " " ' '""'• ' ' u  lll�&auu l u r  Lhu  a l i&; Lw t  
lu  .. r. 

l ntl c o t.l ,  o n• v hl t or t o ld  mo t h at h• had 
hc.: onu u tnra�t urad -. e t h  thca w l , l o n  
" ' " '  ho i n t • n & h  t o  a c e  l t a a  m4HlY & I n�• 
O i  tJO � � I b l a. " 1 t  f l u t t n & t c •  m e , ' •  he u l d .  

'l' l a u  CJ U l r: l M.P tl l ll ll  fu�a t u r�o� c..t t la u  • la o l u  
;df u l r  i :.  l l a u  nlul &a l" l.:�Llo U hu u l ru l l 1  \I I t h  · 
\l l a h: l .  l huo.\.1 tu "' hu.u l l • o  l i J: Ia l  L �  lA:\:U 

· l v \ h l oJ.  ah:•c.: rl L�o� thu  &a f • J 'a H ! I I vu.  

l l k a • D r l l l i a n t  
. li u d l t& h t . 1 .\ .' 1 1'. l\ ' l a i t u'll ,. ,.r .. iuo 1. ll" t •ia ·• l .  11 ... , uJ· ,. l l a"l  a l  n u •  li '- u  u L n l ll  .. &a l  Luadl�l.t j vU u U•ulul ..cu r. , � h U a l d  ll W U l  a aul t l a ruuuia Luala� a oJ 1 to l. i \'• U \ \: r  J cu n: :o  u t  .: • � l  • 1 -c  ... t 1l'L a u  ·1 � a l  1 && ti u u l  ll.w.h l l  J w.  .. !' INO& nl  u o u  ._ """'•  u u t  w l a t l'''· . �\ o i A: u u L auua 111. 1\ u i..: h loulo lou.t a.Wu .oc.Jl 

l t.  

'I Th,l a,: hOti l  ll i •�IH"ll to J a11.vo  • J •toforcwo.t for h� � u l w a:  J , , u o l y  J•lu l • && uJ l 14 lH.,. 1 u  
: I J a u  \ lclJI I I Y  u l  l 'a:u u y  l.\UII Jlluk. ' I l a  1 1  . 
· P h �p h or u & ?  � 'I '!'1 !.1 �  t:h o 10 L ...... t Lt _l lw " M l ol a IJI •ct.:i<al JuL'-' 1" l tl  Cl.l u :w d y  I W Jlful o.ALI.c • i '!_'l au  Luu l u  l i iH· I y  CU l•l..u.�u livll i• t laa\  �� i t· , .. J u u t �l pl awp luu-u ., r bh,� I� lht  
, t: ru u u .l _ '-' �  1 ! 1 · •  t u  t l a u  t luJu}.l.  
, l l n u y  l a� l a l .. l, ,, , u Ulutl(.• Lhra r • t• J .t-A I"t.Jau.t 
: Clll  l lw J , & J i t.  t l " '  J� .. t I � u  r1 1.: h t. .. .  I I n  t L l"  1 1 1\'o ll l l i uJ ll t lae .. ,. , .u n l iuD n . .... 
i £� Lo u t ,  a uJ '"' ''� l rt •un l.)· d u:. i w a  w l1 u Q  ; 01""0: 14 11 1� l l l l l l h·� a l l l"'UIJ it  I O d l n l  i t 81 (:..j l-'• 
I ' lU I"t\ . 
. • 'l'l aat  l l  _ia t:••ud fur I I ,,J. ,  i 'll t • .• , ; fi�J l . y  j ,  t l a� . !•�·o l � l �durw u (  l c":u l lu '": a ,•l r a.,. . ,d1u 
; 1

1 u ll ll .)  \ 1 :- l l u l o fu1· l ll\: l r  u l l·ll l�l a t  \" l � l l o . 
I , j l  
i l  
I 

I �  S'I'A l1� .\ N1' POOLS. 
: • \ :-. t : tt C.i  1 :  S T E l l  EX 1 ' 1 . . \. \'  . \ T J 0 � 
. , � I O F  T U E l ' I I E .'t U .\ l E � O N ,  : �  .\  , ,' '  : · l  11 1ku t u i  rl,, . , . , .,. l l") ' •  11 1 1 l • ·• t o 
, , a J . ,  .. 1 , , ,. , , .  .. � I J.,., J • . • lda  · · : ·-
l a  ' J J , . ,  ) l l " • • l,,. l , l u  •· � : • l u u u l  iu 11 • · I  l l o i ..  t • l . ,  .. 

. . . . . ... .  ' 1 11 1 1 1  '· ,·,: r t &a i !l l.)" I IV I  '' · '"'• U I . t .  , , I '-l l  l q• � 11 .)  1 1 1�  l l w  l 1 .o l • l  1 .. , . ., , ...... : L) 1 . 1 , . ,.- ,, Jw :· " •  
· · ·• • • . d u a u • · u l  ,, I . J &: I& ' "  1 1 11 \' 1' 1' u w l • •r  n u ,· · I 'U I I I ) I I IU I ! 1 \l U ih) J r\: U  i n  l lu l ll l u  • a.J " l a i . . ll 
l . u r �' "  ,,. I l ia 11 a •:d e ) d l u "  l h• I U '-' ,  l a·;., V I I I� 1 . .  l • u a . l  •• •· a l • ruu u�.: t  1 1  t.: l u a� t l  v r cl.tu l a u · · uf \\  l o i l ·• pa r l i �.: h·:.. . • ·. 1 . , . .. l • l l . l ,,d,l v l l 1 1 · r n ll · •• i :o  �u r u i 1 11:  '" ' · l lua uu,  ur u a u rt. l a  J:A t-, -.. la i c la io a J • ru­

• l • w l  • •I lUl l I n �  ,. , �c· t .J l . l ll  1 1 1.1 l l u r  : 1 'J l . i  .. li "•&: d iuu i ... a .� .. . ' ' ' " " '  ,, l " l � l; t L ,  u • •  ; ;.L. t •• l l l t· u.
� l lua t l l ou  " t : l au ., l  '' J • r ,. j  , . .-.. l •J 

' I  
l a u ll l l l  • l . o !: l l u l l l  J l l o , . l .,  i\ 1 1 1 1  l 1 1 c n1 ly  l c. 11 1. ,.  I .  \1 l . .  · n• ' c·;:d :d , J ,. • IOl" l\ )" 1u1 .; I • L 1"\· ,,:..u t;�& Liy l•-a : j •• qru-:1 111 1 l u  t .a L. v  l • l •u·u. 

. W i l l  o' t h u  
..._W h p .  · I  •\J ul l ua i•u.  L11 1 n ,;  \\ i l l 1  u t • .du l . uu l n� J• l  l t l. luu .w J  1-�. l l ! •l  ,;a,:. \\ l a i c h ,  " lu.• 11 l.u r u i •·� . h_• l" l l l'"t  a loe  W IJ I  u t Ja iJ  �' Utj/'  JU IH�ot f..JI ,. 
· J J. ., f  nd• of J rcl a u J .  

· 

j \� 1 1 1' 1 1  l o u r u t  l l au \' r u•l u.- t �  Cll t l••• � ,,,. .t. & u  

I' I I I I Hdy. ll ll ll�tl &n·u l� •• l u  l 11(1 U h � r.l l'! r> 1,._, � - ,, . , .._.. 1 • 1 1 •1 1.,; u u  1 11 \ &:. a lJ lu  at-'� .. oJ l1v v lla r  1 :0 \\ .a l c . r. 
I 

IN 
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ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA C OURIER 

AND WARWICKSHIRE STANDARD . 

Friday , 16th F �bruary , 
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lJU RTON DABSl=.":'t ._ ii tHO B .l)•. : 
· · ··· · · A P U l l L l N���� -

... -E N ��! rt:�:.. 
1. • ., . ' ��LiAcr:n;-;�n.i.n\.'ia:tf; · · . . --- . . . . . \ �� · · 
1J A ff rrhnaL " ltU audJc n11 brought time to n tlon  Un ,..r- l t  h i l l11• . , A a�ort t ime n�n ��rlu11i.-� tl'rore neo ·"·n a  
m n • lo •.n O t t- • • Cou t it'r " t o  t l•o f n r t  that  n 
Jll .� ll l l' t iOUII J iJt h l  I JnJ mn tl O 1 ! 11  n rpt'OrA O C'e  A t.  u._. .. u n hf'I)IINI I I'Il ll jl(l l . m ur h  I n  t l . ,.  nb r m  or  
m t l k mt'n n nll nl ht' ra , �rrr.t iC'n l cnmmr.n t  1\' n l  l h r n nlntl o .  Tl1ill  n·cck 1 . rou uh r-on11 i• lrra l •lo r.u ll lir i l;t· in t l1 o  l'r<'lll,  ' t l •n " " J"'C' l r n l  fonn 1 1  

" "  brC'ome l h ,.  t n lk o (  \\'n r w id uh i ro, a n J  
i ll l lf'

.
f'l ! or  ni l  l�l l lt i i\ 11 \J ,  • 

I 

\\ lu fo rool n ru u mrn t i11 DJlninll l " "·" lhonr)' or n "' " rrr n n t u r n l  '· i s l t n t iu n ,  ni l  l •rl io(  In t hr i m mr•l i n t "  locn l i t r  w o n J. I  n ppon t t o  ' '" for i t. ,  
n n•l i t.  wou l•l l o C'  hl lo t n  1 111!�'"'t. l h n t , c lc•pit..c­
l ho l • n r m lr""""ll" of lho n ppa r il ion , I h e ro j ,  not 11 n  u nrn11inr11�t ntnnnJX rr r t o i n  T i l l nfrtll of  
F r n n y  Co m p l o n  n tul N or l11Nul , aoroo o n· h om 1 h n T o  " no n- n  fur m:wy y r nra. 

A C n n unu e SrooJt. l l n-n" jullt. J. .. Curo Cl ,ridmu lhnl l1 1 o l ich t �""  ft r � l  t n l k r,J  fl f ,  n n c l .  "" mn:r l1o i m nr. i n r rl ,  I �  rroq:oJ t o  ) o r  R '-f'O!IOOOII)O lopic for tl lliCII II •  
,. ,.," n l an" ll)' fir<'llic lcll,  I cl nuLt,  l 10w o '" c r 1  
w l . r l ilt't t hrro ,.o ulc l  h n -rc l.rr: n lho 11 n 1 n c  
�n ir t:r n nrl lnl lJ!I I I t'r l 1 n rl i t  h r. t' n  lt u o rr n  t l • n l  
01 1  t l . n t  n iJ::h L t he " gl w :o l " w n a  n- u lh in � t h o 
h i l l •  n rul n l lrrn· nr •h \· n u i1hcd Lt'himl t ho o ltl 
n1 1 1 l  h i l' t oric rh u r d a l 

· 

A t  t h n t. l i nt«- l l •r �tlnn ,.n- tl iPrtctl i l rtl ,  n n •l 
M r .  W i l l inm �t'nlr ,  n u�i l lc mn n ,  w ho m : HIC' t l u:l 
t (' \·r ln l io n ,  lT R il  rrJl" tllc•l n11 on� who i1 1 1 l u lut'l l  i:l " lt'�· f"' l l i nJ; . ' '  I h:u)  hpt i n  toucl•  "· i t h 
h i m ,  n nt in musin� on "'" i m p r oh n l. i l i t y  or 
t l •c n rT n i r ,  «-nmo l.n l11c rond u , ion ll •nl l •r  ,. " "  
n J!l i m  hiunori11t.  B u t  h i s  11lon nnrr 
r l o n n �rcl ,  n n cl h i <�  ,., ,. n ,.�f fnrl' n u�em� n 11rr im'" c-:qn """i"n 1\· l u•n l•r rrfr r r rrl I n  "'" 
1011hjrrt. " l  l • n \·o """" i t  t hmu•nmh of 
t i mr11 I • •  l .r  •l,.rln rt'cl the n l ll t' t  d n T ,  ' "' '' ) 
" """' lhnt. l•o w c n n l  n h n L  J .r a .. i;l . Jll r .  

' N t' n l o  j ,.  not n m a n  or  m n n T  W'nflb . Lo t Lr r l y  
i t  h n "  L c t' n  i n lcrl' s t in r.  t o  'wn trJ. him,  i n  l . i 1  
•t n ic t  1T n :t ,  R lt  o n o  h,,. 'ono t ho 1c�pl ic. h n Teo 
""" "  cnn,.�rt r•l . for i t  h n s  non- ht'r n t!'r.t n h­
l i <�hr.J l h n t  t l 1 i1 i1 noL t he imnJ( i n i nQ; or A 
n l'u tnt i c m i nd. Jn (n r. l ,  t ho o u l !\t n nll i n �  
ft'n l uro o f  thr ,.hol,.  11 rT n i r  ia l h o t<'mntkll l •lo 
t1 n 11 n i m i l T  1Tith ,- h irh lho•o tn ,.hom l ho 

ll iJ::h t  h n �  Lct'n rcnnlcd bno doacrilloJ the • • �hn11L . ' '  

" A l .nT"r.r.T Ru: n T . "  
TI. n t  l nl .t  H'l r  J .y � l r . O rorr.n Wl. it.o ia h pi ­

rn l .  " I f r n n l dT " i • l  no t l•r l . r T o  n "n" o r cl o f  
i l , "  "" 1111 .\· 1\ , " io u L  m t L  n f  r.h r,•r c u r iolltl :r- ,  i n  
ro m p : m r  w i t h  " l r. 11 s r 11 .  \\' . HH':\!'h\· n e1 1 l  E .  
) .n H I I . I p a i • l n t i ,. i t  t.n l l u� ) , j J I ,.  n f r w  n i�;h h  
AJ!O.  l t. n n �  n l •nut  11rn•n n' . - lol' 11 , n n cl w h r n  
,.. ,. h 11 1l ) ,.- , . . .  I J . ror ,.  n 11l •o r t l i mr M r .  l' l o f'nl"l>'f 11n i• l ,  • :  : . .  , . .  i t. i� I '  "'o t u r nNl rou n•l , nn , J  
n ho • t L �fill �·n nl a  n w n�· 1T n lt  n �tr o n��: " "'' 
c iM.;r.l i nJX l ich l l ikr thnl n (  n m o t or hr ntl l n m p . I !.  ,,.,. .. n pc r l cr t l.r ).,""h· a ic h l ,  n n•l  il J , r J, J 
"" fn 1<ri n n t rd .  ) L ll i t t c1) n Lo u l  n n•l P " '' ""'l t hr nu lllt '"'f>""' nnd o\· t'r f r nr<', nL A J( t r 11 l 
" P""' ' ; t h e n , ,. i t I. :\ fl n nl ll n altJ it. ,J j ,. .  
n pprn rrcl , lTO li no• noL Tr" hrro.  \\' " ro u l• l  
f.-"1 i t  hnTrt n rn n n c1 ,  n 11 1 l  i t  n pprarrci to  h(\ 
loo ll i nJt for " ' "'u� l h i n t: .  for t h r l i�o:l •l  ll 1'· r p l  
I l o r  crnu , , . J . I l uul " ' ;\. f.,- t. J  c l n  ,. ,. ,. .  n ncl ., .  n • 
,. t . J o  I n  r.r t. n ' d" ' ' " · I I P ' 1· ir wr .  l t. tr n •  n l. i n o l  
n l  rt••l c l .•· - 1 , 1 1 11' u l i xr• l .  1 1 1 1 1  l •r n u l i l u l l l  l • l r n • l o - o l .  
l .n t<- r

\ 
\d 1 1·n '"" ,. ;, w  il r o n nel  J l 1 1 r l on ) ),.. ,.,.,u 

f'h n r ('  1 1  t.l •rrr  1T R II  n t i n c n  o f  nrn nJ!r rnl •,uT .  
Thrrn W l\ 11  nnt l o i n �  w h n i (' T n r ln J,., n l rn id of ,  
n n 1 l 1 h :'l ,. r  clrc· i•l rcl  lo � n  R ll n i n ,  hopi11" lo ll l' l\  it.  I 1 1  r.1 r .  f.; h C' n "h' ti n �· ·  t hn ll :'l niO.. . 

li T  A "-A T il l O P.  )'nnL. 
M r. "' · f!(orhr l t ,  n ll iJ:: n n l m n n  . n l K n iJth l­

ro l t' ,  l 1 nll  n l "n """" t he l i l! h l  n pprnnch h i "  
11 ia nn l -hn x  nn • l  t h t' n  ll n n t.  L n d,  l 4l  l h o  h i l 1 11 .  
Tho " ��l ,nd " i"  rrp n t c ,l to l • :11w l  a w n � 11 irio 
pnnl , n1 1 1 l ,  nt'rnnl iu� t o  M r . Thn m n ll  G r u i • L ,  n 
c·n r p r n l r r .  fr i r. h l <' nrcl 'n ! Ion" l1l' n nd n y n u t h  
l u• mf'll l l nrnl , )  C:o l l <' t i l l  " f'r" cl r i ,. i n�t n f l r r  
c l r l inr in11 " c:nffi n n l  N o r l h r n !l .  M r .  G rnl •h  
6hnul rtl to t h e n'}pn r i l i o n ,  lJuL  i L  r r. m :� i u r c l  
11ln l innn r �  n u •l 1 1 .".' •l r oTr J•:> " t  I A no l h r r  
c l n r k  11 p o l ,  t h i11 t i m r  in Fc n n J  C<>mp t on ,- j J .  
l 11 an ,  .rrma ln h a re hrrn l •nnnu rrd w i t h  n 
,. j )O i L .  M r . H. �mit h  n n d  � h .  I'. J\ n iaht " " ". 
i l  ll n 11l1 nrro�• Ho� l .:� no on 'fu c5tlo;r ui�ht 
J n ,. f. Jt l it  u p  I l l(.' n l ,olr pn l h wn y .  

'J'hr ld l l •  h n ,. l'  I h i ll  "" rl'k """" I hi' )f.·rr:� nf n ll Ol l\r O I I 'l  \· j ,j t nrl' f rom 11\1 J l:'l r l ll  of "' n r­
w lrlt fll l o i r r ; \ 1 1 1 t  n•·rnr cl i n 11  In \· n r i rtn a n•·c'HI O I ,.  
1 1. .- i r  ) t i l e •  i u 1 11 1:1' h n •  hnl l . r n• o�ld l lo rtn m ndo 
r .. t e � f n r l i • • ll , ' '"' l' ihen l i"" l o :1 \· i n r.  l orr n l o l l l · 
l t· • •J "'"'  , , ,. jn\. r r •  J • l _,· i u..: flnF l o - 1 1 � 1 1 1 • .  'f h n l  l t  I " ' r,nn•l f n r  l r n • lr, ' h nw rT r t ,  rnu y  h f'  R ll t l o r rr.t 
f rnm n s: l n nrf\ nl l l. n  1 • • o ..- l ,. l n n ll  nu • rif' n l  l nr n l  
l o n• l rl r i l"', ,.. h r r o  n w rrk -i'nd r u "h i• o o t id ­
J •.l l l'<l l ] 'no" ' "'-'- Ell tiA�AnnJI.  

l' n l n rn l l _,- " i l h  llurh n ll t l l\ ll ll "  J •l ernoml'nnn 
lhrro n r r l l ln l l_1' •·onjrr l n rl''l n n • l  i 1 l rll'  " "  t o  i t •  
ori� i n .  T h n l  i l  i a  t h" l'" ot k  o f  n prnd irn l 
jnkrr i11 r � l r rtnrly c loule t f u l .  Tl ,o 1nnro r. ro­
l oulolo t' J. p l a n n L i• • n  i11 thnt.  i t  i !\  ""o to p • o • ­
J•h n r llll n r i � i n ,;:  horn l l 1 1'  lf f O II n • l  t l• rnll t: h  l hr 
nhnormnl l� c ln mr 11rn11o n .  Hnrt moor i11 ,  u f  
cnuuo, rr non- nrt fur 1111cl1 l ig h t 11 .  Tl •o11c Tr"ho 
l 1 n ro ""e n t h" l l u r l ou J i�l· t cl i 11croo i l  t h(\ 
n i "C'rl ion I hn I IL i11 A w i l l-n'  - l lu•-u i•(l . ) L ill 
"" i n t r n""'·'' l•r ic h t . ll m u!ll inR n nJ fn n l n • l ir. 
t hoorirll rntnn l rum 111omn "ou rrr.,,  nn•l il  h n �t  ' '""" ""�r.r!tlr•l l h n t. i t.  0 1 11 1'  l o o  n "'" " " " 'H'  f rom M n r• l f;ntullnnl\ puh it.  1lnn· n n il  h<' i t � 
• t•hnllpl .nrr.,rr n L  "''" J _ ,.- J , n t r \·rr t h n t  mn)· l o('.  

In t ho mrn n l iml' " hiiC' rnnw• l i n n 11  1nnkr jol<r11 nhout  t hn " j.·,.n n)· C'.cm• p t o n  O l • nll t  • • 
n n•l n ) ,o ,ulnn •lnily n r w l' pn prr w n ll r11 iL t i,r 
11u hjrC'L n{  i u " u t n 11 r" ( 1 \ .  t l ." nppnril ion fl i l ll  
nhout. ""  frrdr na C'\'l'r n ucl i ll  llli Jlfl'md�· 
i l l u" i "n """"" �t rou �::- w i i i<'J ntC'n ori[lln iac 
rnr t ic a  {or it. rnpluro.  

n .  T. K. 
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1 1 l l k o I d u l l ,  y s i i:>W eye  lt W R.I1 . 
c l o w e r i n �  at us,/, t! p pa re n l l )' ,  

f r o m  be"ealh  D nearb)'  t r e e ,  

' 1 T h e re wa1 a concer t e d  r u & h  t o  t h e  a p o t ,  a n d  t h rnugh  t h •  
m u d  111 n d  I n t h e  d l lch u w� a l u m iJ i ed ,  d o t efrn i n cd to l a y  t h a t  'hos t. 

" B u t  wh i n  wo w ' r o  01 1  t h e  f oo t  ol t h !l  t r u  a n d  h a d  n aa h e d  our 
t l oc t r l o  t ort h u  o n  H ,  t h t t e  wu no t h l n' at nil u c e p t  a d er l a l v e l icht  
o l r c l l n c  at t h o  e l d e of  t h e  rulna  w o  had j u s t  l e f t . ' '  

. .  -

_ . .!·_ . · _<4 

F r o m  O u t  s r.•cl a l  Oorru p o n d o n l .  , k. E L U S I V E . 

1.. . . . ( ' ·� �l (lf H i n v  I ; nil r•:h l t :· ·  t l . . . . 11 • rr n  ,. f .t l i nn n r r : ' " "  
f.:'\ � \  .u �IMI · • • · "'D J" r Jh' ul l ho· ul o•C' I \ r r .. l t n ·;r f' rf' r:  i t "'  

Th<! uwri n � · l i �h t. t 1 f  l it<' . H il l'.' • ll 1 ) . ..  " .  i t . "' ' " i n .:  t . i l  h l' r  u nd t h i l l · r r  n i l  
j ):J�"(' t t, H i l l -. f'vu t h  W l\ nnck �h tN, o•·•· r l h ,. ll i l l •. """l � l i m•-. n l l h  �: �1 1  

11 l i J I  t-c m :� i u "  ll m�·· t •·r)·� . . l ' "/ ' i , J i t _r .  . 
'I 1 1 11 in fn  t h : ,  I '" '""1 '"11 •• 1l n• l u l 'l l nr ,- , 'lf i t h  •u tl c l"n 

' �'  r •·• · t>c l' ono J:'." · ' ,f j .. ,.,. c f • ,  .. ll .. lt r t l.- n t  -.. h t . - h  lt J:l' n r rn l l r  
J � l ·· · �

.
" i " l{  p_ruhl_r ot - lhn  mnre (lnf' -- � ��  •l i .. ,. . , , ,...,o r ,., I n  n , ;,,, .. " r  n s n l n  t "' r h o p" fi ,· \· 

. , .  t i l l "  l a •rt n o l t n �:. rl n n d � Jf  �tln�-t h .. l , 
l1 1 1 1 1 . J r.•· o l 1 n n l .  u ..-n :r .  . 

Jl cf'l'r. " n C'  i � puu:J<.'d f.R l i ii (OCI<JTJ iy (H I f 11 J t •  . • · t ·: ft l l_,. ' ' " '" '" "'n I J . ,.  11 1 1 1 11 lh<.' 
1 11 \ l " ' l l n l  fot· i t . r h• ·...t l :r  l cr ! . t  I o nA lln • !•·fj n j t ,.  n d t i l .  

T h a  g h � t l y l i & h t  l a  t h ere, Tl t � l"ft  i �  · 
1 1 """ . ... . " • l hr r  " 1 ' h " r  "!fll i t�•t  n r  

, , ., ,m int  : r i m  • n•l  • n • :ol r-r ln1 1� I n  t h" \ 
. • l h :.; h l  l.uu r� .  lt t ''lll !'li p. l"' n\ri1'1)· nr n 
1' 1 "- :'\ • o \' 1 1 \ tJ IJ d1 u "' l t •  th "' l ll :'l l't' l tl t\ l' t  
"I

.
J t tl l i t  ' I!  ,. 1 :1 tk  11 5:' : . 1  ol'l. 1 h i'  , k .•· . I' ll r> l o l  ' " n r.• c- - ' " ' '  , .  .. " ' '" '",._, . J , f  fu r l l o l 1 , , , , .. ,... 

n u ,.  , .. l l 1 1' m  ,. l•ll l t r r l't l  nt l n ,  ' " ' ' fl: tu\f t; 
'l'l l l h  • r;: d n l i " n ,  n n ol . Jl"t1 r Il l l 10 1 1th l • q  f i U II I I  \'t o i i �IC"'l. 

. Q U I\ I H T W I N D M I L L . . I 11•" r l t n rr.h .  l hn \ lrn rn J;: ,. ,  n n t l  l h" l 'l' n  
ln_rnl l • •' l l <or " � 1 1\ n ri  if\ 11 rc • u r. h l r i n ll =J i n  . 
.., t i l t " ' """' · n r r.u t•d 11 ldrh l l1 o li H f•l l•J: 
ll i l l o l 11 1" •l r "" r. in 1 1 ,,. lu i rl· l l �. · f! 

. \ 1 1 to l•• · • • • n rf' t l •'! n nri u l n l in � h i l l, ,  �nl l t'. J  hr rn " '"I  l hrrrt Y i l ll l l l l ln r o w n-• 
· ll nri l o o  l h " 11 1• r l h tr:trrri 11 l � h  l r o n , l u t; �  q nn � r l� . 

C l ,. ! Id ·  .. l ti r .  l ur J •I • ·n l n l l.", ,. f n 11 tl  11 
�, . ,.,. , , ,. ,  w l n . J ul f l l .  11 1 1 1 1  . 11  l' nt n l l  toi i FIII  
t..- oo r r  • i n  • h n p,• l l lc o •  11 '' " '  t . · l l o  tn . .  r l ) 
1 1 •"• 1 .  I I M•I i l lnn  h u •  1 1 .  In t< I J; rt n l  In ll r" Utr. • ·niH i fl �  nl l lu• A l l l l n • l n  

1 t  h l t-a e  k i n d o l  p l 11 c e  "" h 11 r e  c n11 .,., o u l d  
t ll p e c t  to fi n d  n ot o n o  g h o a t ,  b u t  t w • n l y ,  

lt I•  l h ,, • •• l l  or'  1 • l nce n il) A lt or l  ll t l j� h l  1 .. 1 
}' r n 1 1 o l  l ct  l u 1 1 1 11 1 . , 

\ 11•\ �·r l  I I •  " n i T  •p,.,.l  rnl ..- I L I I ,. n t  I• " dt '' '' 1 111( l l -; l1 · 11 l d r h ,  l• lo n l r \· o· r 1 1 •  .. , .  l• lll llll l l l ln,  i •  rr r l u l n l 7  h (l l  ·ll l l llf' I'Tin l t l t n l l 
" ul lll t tl .  I ,  

J E tH� Y D U n H  T A I L .
"· 

1'n " ' t • lu _l n  l l 1 10  l l 11 h t  h.,- n u l l t rn l  lll f'n h • ,  �"" '" ' �' 1 , I •  n ,.,.,., J i fl;� ly o l i Oi r u l l . 'fl ,., . 
brl o: " " '" ' nf I h" l n m i n o n •  t< l ll'r l l r  fi t " i n  I · • 1

_
1 1 t "" I J ,, . , l , ,. ••l l n r  nrhn t�<·rrl .  

· l 1 1 .,. � � �· • I  l " •l • l l l n r  rx r l ; l ntd i n l l I •  t l , : d  1 ll• t· l 1 ;.: u l  I " 11 l. i 1 1 1l  or 11 i l l  u ' t i 1C'  r i � p · · · 
1 '  J <' l l l l \  f i i i J II · J' ,I i l  i• l hr J c >C" u J IIII I IJ I' - " h l t 'h l1- 11 t •hl · l ll'll l�· u o n  tl 1tc tu nl ha IIC' u r  won:.h  Ill!!.  . 

l l • r t  '' '" ' " ' " r  t J.,. "f.V " II fn n u  nf t l1 f! l i �h l  " ' ' '  l h  l 1u iHI  • ut  h:o 1l l 1t l  Ul't'ltr•l  11 1 1 I .  l h i •  tb•·nn • I 1 \\ _. ,  .. , ,."� " • I l l  n• l it � ,. i · t • I •  n l n i t'I I I V  
l l t• l l l •'llJ ·  J, , ,,. i u  l l o fl  � " "'"" ' ' l i nJ: • l�t d . • ", "' '-·•  •hn J•r lr- • .  � h i n i n · :  l " ' l r l 1  i f\  t h n •1 • " " ' 1"��- 1 1,,. l l • • r t o n  l •;•H c t t  •· hnr t i• :1 � �1 11Ji r· h uNI l i;: l o t . t t · ll <: t i ; ·:� l io • l w pe u nrJ 
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CHEMI STRY IN BRITAIN ( London) ,  16 : 69 ,  February, 1980. 

/ W i l l -o'-the-w i s p  
A A M i l l s  

• • •  a wand'ring fire 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold environs round 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
\Vhich oft, they say, some evil spirit at tends, 
J lovering and blazing with delusive light, 
1\lisleads th'amaz'd night-wanderer from his way, 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
There swallow'd up and lost, from succour far • • •  

Nowadays,  a wi l l-o'-the-wisp I s  but  a 
meta p h o r  appl ied to any e p hemeral 
thing l ikely to mislead the u nwary. But 
i n  past  centur ies i t  seems t o  have been 
a deftnite optical  phenomenon-a 
l u m i n o u s  glow-known t o  travel lers 
throughout  Europe a n d  North A merica 
who were obl iged to cro s s  marshy 
land at n i g ht. l t  h a s  many alternative 
names-Ignis Fatuus, Jack-o'-lantern, 
Corpse  C andle,  Jrrlichtern, Feux-Follets, 
Elf-Fire etc-indicatlve of a w i d e  geo­
graphical  occurrence. 

T he or ig in  of the wil l-o'-the-wi s p  
attra cted considerable s ci entific debate 
in the 1 9th century,  b ut n o  s pecimen 
has ever been 'captured'  for  laboratory 
study.  H e n ce,  with no s atisfactory p roof 
or exp lanation of the g low, lt I s  n ot 
surpr is ing that s o m e  have asserted that 
it was n o  more than a fig ment of the 
popular imag ination. I s  t h i s  true-or 
could the phenomenon ( l ike so many 
' peasants'  tale s') have a foundation I n  
fac t ?  Have the d rainage -and land 
reclamation schemes by which so 
many bog s have d i s a p p eared led to the 
ext inct ion of  the wi l l -o'-the-wisp,  or 
does it st i l l  shine forth o n  rare o ;ca­
sions in  some lonely marsh ? 

Before we can b e g i n  to a n swer  the s e  
q u e st io n s  w e  m u st attempt to define 
the objed of  o u r  s earc h more clo sely. 
A stand ard tec h n i q u e  in en ig matic 
matte rs  of  this n at u re i s  to col lect and 
collate eyewit n e s s  reports,  a n d  then 
examine t h e m  for c ommon featu res.  
There i s  n o  lack of  s u ch reports In the 
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(Paradise wst, John Milton) 

older I s s u e s  of s c i entific journals ,  and 
many more m u st be b ur ied I n  the 
' letters  to the E d itor' s ectio n s  of the 
popular  press .  

Newton was o n e  of  the  fi rst  sc ient ists  
to ment ion the wi l l-o'-the-w i s p. H e  
certainly had no d �ubts  as to I ts  reality, 
for  when d i sc u s si n g  the var ious  w a ys 
in which l ight  m a y  be g e ne rated' h e  
refers to ' t h e  Vapours  ar is ing  f ro m  
pu refy'd Waters,  u s ual ly  c al led Ignes 
Fatui' a s  examples  of ' V a p o u r s  s h i n i n g  
without heat'.  l i k e  Milton,  N ewton would 
have been fa mil iar  with the C ambrid ge­
sh i re  tens,  a n d  an a s sociation between 
the wil l-o'-the-wi s p  and marshy places 
where vegetable matter i s  decomposing 
u nder  anaerobic  c o n d itio n s  I s  easi ly  
the most common c h a racteristic I n  a l l  
accounts of  the phenomenon.  A ctual 
d escription s  a n d  'explanations'  of the 
l ight seem to fall  I nto t h ree main 
c lasses-biolu minescence, chemi lu min­
e scence and c o m b u stion. 

B io lumine sce nce 
T h e  glow-worm a n d  firefly a r e  common 
in many part s  of the world,  s J lt is in­
evitable that l ights  over  m a rs h y  are a s­
obviou s breeding g ro u n d s  f o r  al l  
k inds of  flying pests- s h o u l d  b e  a s s oci­
ated by many people with l u mi n o u s  
i n sects.• However, Wi l l iam Derham 
found long ago that th is  w a s  n ot the 
ex planation. H e  g ives  us a n  entertain ing 
accou nt� of  how h e  g o t  nt.ar to an ignis 
fatuus and examined 1t for h i m s elf. 
'Seeing one',  he says,  'in a calm dark  
N i g ht, wi th  gentle A pp roaches I got  up 
b y  Degrees with in  two o r  th ree yard s of 
it, and viewed lt with a l l  the care I 
possibly  could.  I found lt f r i sk ing  about 
a dead Thistle  g rowing i n  the F ie ld ,  
u ntil  a s mall  portio!b of the A i r  (even 
such as was caused y the A p p roxi ma­
tion of my s elf) made it skip to another 
Place, and thence to another and 
another'. T he l ight  appeared l ike a 'fi red 
vapour'  and did not c on s i s t  of a large 

? 
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n u m ber of smaller l ig hts s uch a s  would 
have b een caused 'w; a group of 
l u m i n o u s  Insects. 

Derham's conclu sion I s  corroborated 
b y  the fact that no br ii) htly luminous 
fly ing I n sect I s  known I n  Britain. T h e  
female of  the s pecies Lampyrls noctiluca 
glows br ig htly b u t  does not fly, Its grub­
l ike form being respon s ible for Its 
popular name of glow-worm. The male 
flies strongly in response t o  the signal l­
Ing female, but i s  so d imly lu minesc ent 
that it  can n ot be seen when on the 
w ing.• 

Chemlluml neacence 
1 t  I s  w ell known that cer ta in  p u rely 
c hemical  reactions ,  althou g h  proceed­
Ing at ambient temperature, are accom­
panied by the e m i s s i o n  of  l ig ht. T h ey 
are f requen tly oxidations,  one of the 
b r ightest being famil iar to c hemi sts· a

'
s 

t h e  ' l u mtnol reaction'.' 
Most accou nts of the wil l-o'-the-wisp,  

inc lud ing Newto n ' s  example, seem 
to fa l l  i nto this  category of l ight without 
heat. Derham, incl udes a letter f rom O r  
Beccari  o f  Bologna, t o  whom h e  had 
w ritten concerning these my sterio u s  
appearances.  The latter a s s u r e s  u s  
t h a t  the l ig hts w e r e  pretty common In  
h i s  part of  1 8th century  Ital y :  

' . . .  a l l  o f t h e m  resembling,  b o t h  in c ol o u r  
and l a g h t ,  a flame stro n g  e n o u gh to  refl e ct a l u st re u p o n  neighbour ing o!Jjects al l  
rou nd. T hey are continually In motio n ;  but 
th is  motion is  various and u n ce r ta in. So me­
t imes they d isa ppear of e sudden, and 
a p pear again in an In stant in some other  
p �ace. C om monly they keep hovering ab o ut Sll( foot from the ground.  A s  they d i fi e r  In 
largeness ,  so 'io they In f1 g u re ,  s p r e a d i n g  
s o m etimes p r e t t y  w i d e ,  a n d  then a g a i n  
c o n t r a c t a n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  Sometun e s  b r e a k ­
I n g  to  a l l. appeannces Into t w o ,  and a v e ry 
l i t t le  w h i l e  atte r u n it ing again into one 
bod y ;  s o metimes fl oating l ike waves,  and 
let t ing d rop some parts,  l ike  sp arks  out of 
a fire . .  .' 

A remarkable ser ies of papers appear­
ing in Poggend orf's Annalen der Phys /11 
und Chemie between 1 838 and 1859• - u 
w a s  st imu lated by an account from the 
wel l  known a stronomer and mathe­
rl latician F. W. Bessel.' H e  recounts his 
o b servations,  which were made from a 
sk iff on a stream flowing through a peat 
bog, as follow s : 

'These eppearances we re observed by me 
o n· Dec. 2, 1 807, early In the morning,  on a 'i_e ry  dark  and calm night d u ring which,  horn 
t 1me to t ime, a gent le rain fell .  T he y  con­
si sted of n u merous l i t t le  flarnea; which 
ap peared ove r ground w h i c h  wu covered 



I 

I 

. I  
tC\ m a n y  p l a c e s  with s t a n d i n g  wate r a n d  
,o� h 1 C h ,  a f t e r  t h e y  had g l owed for  a t i m e ,  
d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e  colou r of t h e s e  fl a m e s  
w a s  s o m e w hat  b l u i s h ,  s i milar to the fl a m e  
o f the i m p u r e  h y d r o g e n  which I s  prepared 
b y  t h e  a c t i o n  of  d i lute s u l phur ic  a c i d  o n  I ro n .  
T he i r  l umino sity m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  I n s i g nifi­
c a nt ,  s i n c e  I c o u l d  not observe t h a t  the 
g r o u n d  u n d e r  one of t h e m  w a s  Il l u m i n at e d  
nor  that t h e  g r eat  n u m b e r s  of them w h i c h  
f r e q u e n t l y  a p p e ared at the s a me t ime 
p r o d u c e d  a n o t 1 c eable b right n e s s  • . .  The 
fl a m e s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e m a i ned q u iet i n  o n e  
p o s i t 1 o n ,  a n d  at  o t h e r  t i m e s  t h e y  m o v e d  
a b out h o r i z o nt a l l y .  W h e n  motion occ u r re d ,  
n u me r o u s  g r o u p s  of  the fl a m e s  s e e m e d  t o  
m o v e  t o g e t h e r  . .  . ' 

T he phenomena reported by Gal le 1  a n d  
b y  Looft ' 0  appear t o  be o f  a s imi lar  
nature . T h e  la t ter  writes : ·  

T h e  val ley  o f  the F u l d a  was c ov e r e d  b y  a 
heavy w h i t e  fog,  and a st rong mouldy­
s m e l l i n g  v a p o u r  f1 l led the air .  S u d d e nl y ,  I 
saw a l i t t le  fl a m e  s c a r c e l y  t wo s t e p s  f r o m  
me at the s i d e  of t h e  r o a d .  I t h o u g ht I m u st 
be d e c e i v e d ,  b ut the moon was s t> irir9 
b n g ht l y  a n d  I wa s  b r o a d  awake.  T o  s a ti sf y  
m y s e l l  I s t a r t e d  towa r d s  the l i g ht ,  b u t  w h e n  
s c a r c e l y  a f o o t  d 1 stant  it d i s a p p e z u e d .  But 
not  a second h a d  p a s s e d  unt i l  I s a w  a n other,  
t h e n  a s e c o n d ,  t h ree,  four.  others.  A l l the 
l i t t le fl a m e s  remained q u iet in o n e  place a n d  
nei ther  l e a p e d  nor d a nced.  I o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
I f  the l i g h t s  w e re not to d i s a p pear I mu st 
a p p r o a c h  t h e m  v e r y  q u i etly, tak i ng cere not 
to s e t  the air  a bout  them in m o tion.  W h e n  
I was v e r y  c are f u l , I w a s  often s o  fortu n ate 
a s  to bend over  the l i t t le flames and obse rve 
their c o l o u r  and form at a d i stance of not more than a toot and a halt. T h ey we re l i t t le  
fl a m e s  o f  the size o f  a hen'5 e g g ,  a n d  they 
stood v e r y  qu iet ly  between the blades of  
grass.  T he y  w e re most ly  o f  a g r e e n i s h ­
w h i t e  l i g h t ,  a n d  were f a i r l y  b r i g h t .  I wa s  a b l e  
to s e 1 z e  s o m e  of t h e m  in m y  h a n d ,  but  no 
heat  was to be d ete c t e d .  I f  I waved a fm g e r  
near  t h e m  t h e y  d i s a p peared at o nce. A 
s m gle fl a m e  s e l d o m  lasted l onge r than a 
m 1 n ute a n d  a h a l f • • .' 

A n other very d etailed examination o f  
a wil l -o'-the-wisp i s  that reported by E. 
Knorr,  professor of physics at Kiev.'  
T h e  professor observed his 6 pecimen 
one n ig ht by the road side, - where a 
br idge c r o s sed a swampy st rea m :  
' B u s h e s ,  r u s hes a n d  grass were l i t  u p  
s o  br ig htly b y  t h e  l ight that f o r  some 
t ime I g a z ed at the lovely  picture 
entranced. '  But  soon he p roceedt :t to 
In vest igate In a n  exemplary manner. He 
adv;..nced as far  a s  he was able, but  
when h e  c o u l d  f ee l  no b otto m  to the 
marsh  w i th h is  s ho rt s t ick  h e  lay down 
flat  a n d  t r ied to remove the reeds I n  
f r o n t  of  h im so as to get a s  good a v iew 
of the l ight  as poss ible. I n  the end the 
wi l l -o '-the-wisp was only  about eight 
inches out  of  reach,  but Knorr  was n ot 
able to see i ts  extreme bottom owing to 
part of a r u s h  which he h a d  been unable  
to remove.  T h e  v is ible port ion o f  t h e  
l ight  a ppeared as a flame a b o u t  fi v e  
inches  I n  h eight,  a n d  between an I n c h  
a n d  a q u arter and a n  I n c h  and a h a l f  I n  
b r e a d t h .  I ts  6 h a p e  w a s  cy l indr ical.  I n  
the c entre the c o l o u r  w a s  yel low, b u t  
towar d s  the s ides and top it a ppeared 
br ight  v iolet and then d isa ppeared 
again st the dark backg round witho ut 

An lrnis FIUWP that bewitches 

And lead& Men loto Poola and Ditch«. • • (1/lllli.brtu, Samuel Butler). 

EnrrDving from the JU�U�UU CoUcctiorL 

s ho w i n g  a s h a r p  o ut l i n e .  
The a i r  was motionless at  the t ime 

a n d  the flame b u rned steadi ly ,  sta n d i n g  
q u iet ly amongst the leaves of the marsh 
g rass .  l t  moved backwa rds a n d  for­
wards a l i tt le wh&n Knorr  took out  h is  
handke rchief  a n d  waved i t  v igoro u s ly 
to m a ke a d rau g ht .  When he took h i s  
w a l k i n g  s t i c k  a n d  p a s s e d  it rapidly  
rig ht through t h e  fla me there was also 
a l ittle qu iver ing .  T h e  end o f  th is  st ick  
was covered with a brass f e rrule, a n d  
h e  held this  i n  the wi l l-o'-the-wisp f o r  
1 5  m i n utes witho ut i t  beco ming ap preci­
ably  warm, showing that there was no 
flame i n  the ord inary sense of  the word.  
T h e re seems to have been n o  not iceable 
odour o r  s moke. A fter t ry ing everyth ing 
pos sib le, Knorr was fi nal ly  obl iged to 
l ea�e the l ig ht. Circumstances prevented 
his retu r n  to the s pot. 

C o m bustion 
Although t h e  term 'flame'  I s  u sed I n  
m a n y  a c c o u n t s  it i s  c l e a r  that it i s  n o  
o r d i n a ry combu st ion fl a m e ,  a n d  I have 
l ocated only  o n e  ret-�ort where  the 
wri ter  claims to have s u cceeded in 
I g n i t ing  material  f rom what he,  at least,  
terms a w il l-o'-the-wisp. T h i s  I s  b y  L. 
Blesson,  a M ajor of  E n g ineers In 
Ber l in .  He states1 1 that h e  first saw the 
p henomenon I n  a marshy area o f  the 
Forest of  Gorb itz,  where sta n d i n g  
ferrug i nous water was covered by an 
Ir idescent fi l m :  

'. • • d u ring the day bu bbles were seen 
ri s i ng from it, and In the n ig ht blu e . fl a m e s  

were o b s e rv e d  sh ooting f r o m  a n d  p l a y i n g  
o ve r  its s u rlace . • .  One d a y ,  In  the twihghJ .  
I we nt to the place a n d  a w a i t e d  the a p p r o a c h  
o f  n i g ht . �  T h e  fl a m e s  g radual ly  beca11 1e  
v i s ib le ,  showing t hat they b u r n t  a l s o  d u r � ng 
t h e  day.  I a p p r o a c h e d  nearer, end they 
ret i red.  C o n v i n c e d  t h a t  they would retu r n  
again t o  t h e  p l a c e  of  their  o n g i n  when t h e  
a g itation o f  th e  air  ceased,  I remained 
stat ionary a n d  motio nle s s .  and observed 
them g r a d u al ly  a p proach.  A s  I could easi ly  
reach them it  o c c u r re d  to m e  to attempt to 
l ig ht paper from them. F o r  s o m e  t ime I d id 
not s u cceed In t h i s  e x p e r i m ent,  which I 
f o u n d  was o w i n g  to my b reathing.  I the r e ­
tore held m y  face from the fl a m e ,  a n d  a l s o  
inte r p o s e d  a p iece o f  c l o t h  as a s c re e n .  O n  
d o i n g  t h i s  I w a s  able to s i n g e  p a p e r ,  w hi c h  
b e c a m e  b r o w n - c o l o u r e d  a n d  covered with 
v i s c o u s  m o i s t u re .  I n e x t  u s e d  a narrow s l i p  
o f  p a p er,  a n d  e n j o y e d  the p l e a s ure of seeing 
it take fire . •  . '  

G e n e ral descriptio n 
From the above extracts and other 
reviews01-" i t  d oe s  seem that the  wil l­
o'-the-w i s p  w a s  a real phenomenon,  
once widely  known throughout Europe 
a n d  N o rt h  A m e rica. l t  was always 
a ssociated with sta n d i n g  stagnant water 
I n  v e ry wet marshes  and peat bogs. O n  
::.t i l l ,  dark ,  w a r m  n i g hts i t  might appear 
as a g lowing ,  a l m o st flame-l ike vo lume 
of  g a s  a n  i n c h  o r  more across,  but with 
no very defen ite bou ndary .  The col o u r  
of  the l ight  was g eneral ly  descr ibed a s  
b l u i s h ,  b u t  c o u ld be more yel low a n d  
l u m i n o u s  toward s the centre. l t  w a s  n ot 
normal ly  hot e n o u g h  to prod uce a n y  
p e rc eptible w armth, much less cau se 
I g n it ion.  

T h e  p henomenon was u sually noticed 
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.to w  down near  the water  s u rface,  and /1-
c o u l d  atta in  s u fftcient Inten sity to 
i l l u mi n ate nearby vegetation.  l t  was 
v e ry s u s c e ptible to the s l i g htest air  
c u rrents,  be ing readi ly  exti n g uished.  
M u l t ip le  o c c u rrences were u s u al, a n d  
t h e  often-q u oted I d ea o f _  a s ing le  fl a m e  
d a n c i n g  f r o m  one place to a nother 
c o u l d  simply be a n  o ptical . i l lu s ion 
r e s u l t ing  f rom sequential activ ity. 

1 t  is  i n ev itable that a n u mber of other  
l u m i n o u s  phenomena wi l l  f rom t ime to 
t ime have been wrongly Ident ified as 
w i l l -o'the-wi sps.  W e  can now say that­
w hatever it is-it i s  not : 
SI E/mo's (Ire. In the labo ratory, a b l u i s h  
e lectr ical  c o r o n a  d i scharge 

·
appears o n  

p o i nted e n d s  a n d  p roject ions of  con­
d uc t i n g  o bjects p laced I n  a stro n g  
el ectro static fi e l d  a t  atmospher ic  
p r e s s u r e. In  nature,  the corre s p o n d i n·g 
g low h a s  been known to be g e n e rated 
o n  a s h i p' s  ma st, sold iers' s pears­
a n d  e v e n  the heads of men-by the 
p r o x i mity of  a h i g hly charged storm 
c loud.  
Ball lightning. T h i s  equ ally poor ly  u n d er­
stood p h enomenon would be better 
termed a ' l ightn ing ball ' ,  for it  appears 
a s  a m etastable float ing luminous globe 
g en e rated o n  rare occasions by a stroke 
of o r d i nary  l ightning. • •  The object 
reported by F ilopanti'  as a wi l l-o'-the­
wisp,  a n d  f rom which  he s u cc eeded i n  
ig n iti n g  s o m e  tow, seems more l ikely to 
have b e e n  ball l i g htning.  
Exhalation of natural gas.  Petroleum la 
normal ly  accompanied by large vo lumes 
of a s sociated natura l  gas.  D eposits o f  
gas  n ot c learly associated w i t h  oi l  are 
a lso known,  a s  I s  the evolution of 
metha n e  (firedamp) from coal seams.  
Faults i n  the e nclosing rock m ay al low 
a c u rrent  o f  gas to reach the s u rface­
accidental i g n ition may then give rise to 
shrines co nta in ing  'everlasti n g  fla mes',  
as at Baku.  A lower, more Intermittent 
rate o f  d i scharge and accumu lation 
would obv iou sly lend Itself to occasional 
del iberate fir ing to amaze the tour ist !  
Luminous owls. Perhaps l u minous owls  
should  a lso  be ment ioned at th is  polnt l 
Reports of these c :rop u p  f rom t ime to 
time," u s u al ly  with the s u g g estion that 
the l u m i n os ity is d u e  to contamination 
ot the bird's feathers with part ic les of  
rott ing wood (der ived f rom Its roosting 
place)  re nd e red l u mi n o u s  by a f u n g u s­
the fami l iar  'fox-ft re' .  Conceivably the 
si lent swooping fl i g ht of s u c h  a b i rd  out  
hunt ing at n i r ht c o u ld be respon sible 
for s o me otherwise inexpl icable s i g  ... t­
ings  attr ib uted to the wi l l-o'-the-wlsp.  

Some possi b le  e x planations 
Ex planatio n s  of  the w ll l-o'-tht-w l s p  
have b e e n  a s  numerous as t h e y  are 
un satisfactory. 

T h e  i d e a  of l u minous flying Insects 
has a l ready been mentioned,  and found 
want ing. A favou r ite correlation I s  wi th  

t h e  marsh g a s  w h i c h  c a n  be seen t o  
b u bble  t o  t h e  s u rface w h e n  the mud o f  
a l most a n y  sta g n a nt p o o l  I s  ag itated 
w ith a stick. T h i s  gas c onsists of 
a p proximately two t h i r d s  methane a n d  
o n e  t h i r d  c a r b o n  d iox ide, a n d  resu l ts 
f ro m  the breakdown o f  cel lulose,  
p r otei n s  a n d  fats by a n aerobic bacteria." 
Methane c a n  b e  synthe s i s ed by simple 
c hemical  methods i n  the laborato ry, 
and shown to be l i g hter  than ai r  and to 
b u r n  with a pale blue flame (with a 
yel low l u m i n o u s  c o re if of any app reci­
able s i z e  and u n aerated) .  D is lodged 
a c c u m ulat ions  of  marsh g a s  can indeed 
b e  ig nited at the s u rface o f  t h e  pool  with 
a match, when t h ey burn with a brief 
flame. 

To exp la in  t h e  wl l l-o'-the-wisp In th is  
manner  a major  problem Is how to 
achieve natural  i g n it ion o f  mtermittent, 
d i scon nected b u bbles of  gas r is ing 
t h ro u g h  th e marsh.  Successive authors 
o f  textbooks o f  inorganic chemistry 
h ave p a s s ed on a n ot ion (or ig i nally d u e  
t o  Volta) t h at s p o ntan e o u s  i g nit ion of  
marsh g a s  could resul t  f rom the 
presence of  p h o s p h ine ( P H ,-the phos­
p h o r u s a n al o g u e  o f  a m m onia) as an 
occasional  i mpu r ity. l t  i s  wel l  known­
f ro m  a n  e x per iment w h i c h  I s  more 
often talked about than re peated !­
t hat w h e n  t h i s  gas is made by heat ing 
w hite phosphorus with s o d i u m  hydr­
o x i d e  solut ion,  each b u bble ign ites 
s p o ntaneously  with a br ight  flash a n d  
the p rod u ction o f  a w hite s moke o f  
m etaphosp horic  ac id ,  occasionally a s  a 
v o rtex r ing ." 

Over  the years,  s everal w o rkers have 
c la imed n - u that a volat i le compo u n d  
o f  phosphoru s,  a s s u med to be phos­
phine,  i s  present  I n  the gases evolved 
f rom waterlogged soi ls  and the putre­
faction o f  prote inaceous material con­
ta in ing  bones and s imi lar  p h osphates .  
Nevertheless ,  t h e  p o s sib il ity of  s u c h  a n  
extreme reduct ion h a s  been c hal lenged 
o n  thermodynamic g r o u n d s." 

M o re recently,  v a p o u r  p h a s e  c h roma­
tography has fai led t o  d etect even parts 
per  m il l ion t races o f  p h o s p h i n .· In the 
gases evolved from soi l/phosphate 
mixtu res i n c ubated anaerobically i n  the 
labo ratory." The d i s c repancy i s  d i scon­
certing : could some other volat i le com­
pound of p h o s p h o r u s  be i nvolved ? 

However,  as long ago as 1 844,  
T henard proved t hat the s pontaneous 
Inflam mabil ity of  phosphine prepared 
I n  t h e  above m a n n er i s  due to con­
tami n ation by a s mall  amount of  the 
h igher  hydr ide P , H . ;  p u re p h o s phine Is  
not self-i g nit ing .  In  any case,  I g nition of  
bubbles o f  marsh g as-spontaneously  
o r  otherw ise-wou l d  give a hot flame 
o f  short d u ration, which Is not I n  
accordance w i t h  m o st o f  the evidence 
concerning t h e  w il l-o'-the-w i s p .  

T h e  chcml luminescent ox idation o f  
s o m e  volatile s u bstance entrained I n  

the m e t h a n e  would  appear the t p lau sible hypothesis .  I have fo u n d��\ i nject ing c r u d e  phosphine  (contain i  
a 

P 1H.) into a c urrent of natural gas a�: 
leve l  i n s u ffi c i e nt to cause ig nitio n produced a bright  g reen luminescent 
'fla me', b u t  there was plenty of smoke 
and a c h aracterist ic s mell-the colou r  
w a s  wro ng t o o  I Could phosphine a n d  
p h o s p h o r u s  c o m p o u n d s  be a f a l s e  trai l ? 
Clark s u g gested o rganometal l ic  com­
p o u n d s, 1 1  but many o f  these would b e  
e x p ected to be t o x i c  to microorganisms.  

Perhaps a better c l u e  I s  g iven by the 
re lated 'cool  flames'"-the subject o f  
s o m e  little k n o w n  research by t he 
f a m o u s  o r g a n i c  cher:� '"- t W. H. Perkin." 
He f o u n d  that when a combustible 
mixture o f  ether vapour and air  was 
m a i nta i n e d  at 260 °(-a temperature 
just  below Its i g n ition point-a feebly 
l u minous,  b l u i s h  flame was prod uced.  1 
have repeated th is  experiment, and can 
confirm that the large,  lambent b lue 
' flame' ( q uite d i st inct f rom the u s u al 
br ig htly l u m i n o u s  yellow flame of ether 
b u rn ing in a d i s h) was q uite cool.  1t  
would n ot i g n ite paper,  and fingers co

-
u l d  

be p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  it  with impunity. N o w  
c a r b o n  d i su lph ide  exhibits t h e  s a m e  

.-p h e n o m en o n  at a r o u n d  200 oc·... 6 0  
perhaps s o m e  volat i le ,  u nstable, organic  
compound formed by anaerobic fermen­
tati o n  c o u ld u ndergo this form of cheml­
l u m in e s c e nt aerial  oxidation at  ambient 
t e m perat u res.  I r onically, a laboraty ry 
s i m ulation proposed for ball l ightning»� 
fal ls  lnte th is  'cool  flame' category, a n d  
seems t o  ftt the  wi l l-o'-the-wlsp rath e r  
b etted 

Research 
There are two ways by which the 
ex istence and constitution of  the will-o'­
the-wisp might  be resolved : by investiga­
tion o f  the spectru m  and/or analysis of 
the  natural p henomenon itself, o r  by the 
ge neration of  s a m ples of  luminous bio­
gas i n  the laboratory. 

I have made a p reliminary attempt at 
the latter by fil l ing a one gallon glass 
bottle with an aqueous su spension of 
peat, g a rden sol i  1:1nd well- rotted 
c o m po st, a n d  Incubating the mixture at 
2!>--30 "C I n  a dark place. A del ivery tube 
was arranged to dip u nder water in  a 
t rough,  a n d  after 5ome day& ' m a r & h  g a s '  
could b e  seen b ubbl ing oft.  l t  could be 
col lected I n  jars and tubes by the 
d i s placement o f  wat .. r, and bu rnt with 
a pale  blue flame when ig n ited. A lter 
14 days a blended mixture contain ing 
bone meal,  d iam monlum hydrogen 
phosphate, e g g ,  d ried milk and whole 
fish was ·added t o  the bottle. The 
evolut ion of  gas was s o o n  aug mented,  
b u t  (alt h o u g h  repul sively odoriferous) lt 
never d i splayed the sl ightest luminosity 
w he n  al lowed to come in contact with 
air, e ither  bubble-by-bubble or In 
v o l u me. 
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The Luminoua Owl.-Referr ing  to the  luminous  Barn- Owl,  
wh i ch gave rise  to  so m u ch controversy, it  m ay be men tioned 
that i t  i s  st i l l al i v e ,  o r  at  any rate was so in February,  nuc.l on the 
same property where i t  was before ,  but is  no longer so bri gh t a& 
i t  was. Lu minous B a r n � O wls, I l earn from 'hir .  L .  Ternier, have 
recen tly ( December,  H l09) m ade an appearance in Spai n ,  where 
t w o  were seen.  , 

THI 'Z.OO�lsT, tJo. 82., - f\PifU. , l q  1 0  
�. H· GUttN£'Y, l . l.  . s I OAi'l ntOLOG IML 12E� FOR. NOilf«..K 

( a1oq)-�s,ct-ec4 � octa, NorCo lk 
13.-\R�-0\\'L (Tylo alba) . �0&b$ 

Re-appcarmrce of /he lumi11o 1 1s Owl .-Ear ly in  Ja nuary a 
l u m i nous Bar n -Ow l (sec Brit .  B . ,  i ,  p .  2 8<),  i i ,  p .  35 ,  i i i ,  p .  32 )  
t urned u p  a t  H u!'ha l l ,  n e a r  l l ar lest on , but  was n o t  seen a f t e r  
Febr uary J r d .  :\l r .  G el}rge Sau nders .  w h o  seems t o  h a ve had 
t he best view of i t ,  descr i bes the l i g h t  as fal l i ng w i t h  some 
bri l l ia ncy o n  a s t ra w stack w hen the Ow l flew round i t . 
.\ not her w i t ness,  � [ r.  D u n  n e t t .  sa id anyone m igh t ha vc 
m istaken it for a d is t a n t l a m p ,  wh i le a t h i rd com pared t he 
bird of n i g h t  to a pale star ! "'" 

On Febru ary I 5 t h , 1 <)2 1 .  a l u m i nous Barn -Owl was seen 
over the m a rshes a t  l l addiscoe, but its l u m i nos i t y does no t 
seem t o  ha ve been g rea t , i t  freq u e n t l y  l i t  on t h e  marsh.  a n d  
once or t w ice came q u i t e  c l ose t o  l\ l r .  F a r m a n  who w a s  o u t  
d u c k  fl igh t i ng . I t  wou ld appea r ,  therefore,  t h a t  t h ese bi rds 
are not so rare as has been su ppose d .  

\\" i t h  rega rd t o  t he c au se of t hi s  s i ng u la r  l um i no� i t y  i n  Owls ,  
no be t t e r  t heory has been sugges t e d  t ha n  t hat or i g i n a l l y  
advanced , wh i c h ascr i bed i t  t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  l u m i nous 
touchwood supposed t o  be produc ed by ce r t ai n A/yce.fium 
form i ng f u ng i . Phosphoresc e n t  bac t er ia  are l i able to  exist  
i n any sea t  o {  decay and p u t re ( ac t i o n ; and a b i r d  l i v i ng in  

l1 a hollow tree m igh t be e xpec t ed t o  r u b aga i ns t f u ng u s  grow t h . 

a tttn� auzosJ t\ o  .-, , vol. X'Vi a Fe.S� l l  \q 1:s 
� .W .Gu�EY, Olbf \THOLOGI C:�L. Nt:JTSS FROM HOftl=OU< 

Fo� aq�2. (1.,0\ ANNU� L ltfPOC.T) 
Final ly ,  we ment ion a n  al together difie rent kind of luminoih 

.flying 0bject-the " l u minous owls of Norfolk."  These arpi.i ri t i ,) r, s .  

s e e n  i n  the cou n ty of  Norfolk,  E r.g l a n d ,  \\"e re barn owls wh,)�l.:  
fe a thers ca rried the powder of  the l uminous fungus A rm illari,& 
mellea. Th is widely di:>t ributed fungus in fests dead t rees and old 
s tu tr,ps, where owls may roost d u r i n g  the day.  B i rds or ta ts �r� 
i nfested shine brightly in the d a rk.  These owls we re seen i n  th•: 
Norfolk d istrict  in 1 866,  1 897 ,  1 907, 1 903 ,  1 909,  1 9 :! 1 ,  and 1 Y 2 2 . ­
One of the owls, shot by a gan�ekccper in 1 397,  continued to sh ir:.:  
fo r sevcra! hours vltcr i ts  death. T 

DoN"LO H. MENZ.!L , ''TH£ UFO EN I GM�n 
p-ae ss 


